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I have the honour to submit, for the information and orders of His Honor 


the Lieutenant-Governor, the appended reports on the revision of settlement in the per- 


gunnahs of the Meerut District, with a summary and review by the Board of Revenue, 


who regret that Mr. Forbes’ health did not allow him to complete a District Report. 


2. The Meerut District contains sixteen pergunnahs, which were inspected by 
Mr. Forbes, the Collector of Meerut, in charge of the settlement, and by his Assistant, 
Mr. J. Porter, between the year 1865 and the year 1870. 

3. Before proceeding to notice the financial effect of the assessments which these 
officers have proposed, it is necessary to give some account of the physical characteris¬ 
tics and agricultural condition of the district as presented in their reports. 

4. The Meerut District is bounded on the north by the Moozuffernuggur, and on the 
south by the Boolundshuhur District. The river Jumna forms its weBt, and the river 
Ganges its east boundary. 


Boundaries of Meerot 
District. 
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Physical characteristics. 
Four tracts. 


First tract. 


iecond tract. 


i’hird tract. 
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5. The district may be roughly divided into four tracts running parallel to each 
other from north to south. 

6. The first of these lies between the Jumna on the west and the Hindun on the 
east, and may be called the Jumna-Hindun Doab. It is the richest tract in the whole 
district. The main portion of it consists of a soil which Mr. Plowden terms a “ rich 
black loam,” and Mr. Forbes a “rich loam or mutyar," which latter name would 
imply that it is a clayey soil. This tract of rich soil, bounded only by narrow strips 
of inferior quality skirting the two rivers, appears to stretch without interruption 
from the Moozuffemuggur District to the centre of the Lonee Pergunnah, where it 
narrows into a tongue of land of which the east boundary is the Hindun river, and 
the west boundary a cliff stretching transversely from the town of Baghput on the 
Ganges to a point on the Hindun bank opposite Ghazeeabad. As the cliff is approached 
the soil deteriorates, and on the cliff itself becomes very inferior. Below the cliff 
is an extensive alluvial tract, which occupies a great part of the Lonee Pergunnah to 
the south-west, and continues as far as the junction of the Hindun and Jumna rivers 
in the Boolundshuliur District, and which is said by Sir H. Elliot to be flooded by a 
series of jhetels. The upper part of the alluvial tract, which apparently slopes gently 
down to the lower level, and probably consists of the rich ddbris of the upper loam 
tracts, is described as very valuable and fertile land, but the lower portion, which is full 
of poor grazing land, is said to be much inferior. 

7. The second tract is a wide stretch of land extending through the centre of the 
district and occupying the greater part of its area. It is apparently nearly level, but 
the drainage courses show that while there is a gentle slope from the west, the main 
incline is in the same direction as that of the great rivers from N. if. W. to S. S. E. 

8. The drainage of the country east of the west Kalee Nuddee and Hindun does 
not fall into those rivers, except in their immediate vicinity, but finds its way slowly to 
the south-east. This may be understood from the fact that a small out through the cliff 
sufficed to bring the water of the west Kalee along a drainage line called the Aboo Nullah 
into Meerut. The central tract may then be conceived as a large drainage basip, the 
waters of which concentrate from all sides towards the S. S. E., whence they issue as the 
Kaleo Nuddee. It is bounded on the north by the higher land of the Sirdhanna Pergun¬ 
nah, on the west by tho cliff of the Hindun, and on the east by an ill-defined watershed 
between it and the Ganges. The natural formation of the stratum which composes 
the floor of this basin is described (by Mr. Plowden in Sirdhanna) as slightly sandy, 
of a reddish colour, and Mr. Forbes gives a very clear description of the w v ay in 
which drainage converts it into sand. But, except where immediately affected by 
drainage, the whole of the central tract is a level plain without appreciable incline, 
which becomes consistent and loamy wherever a flat or depressed surface favours tho 
accumulation of deposit, and is not subject to impoverishment by drainage. When, on the 
contrary, it is cut up and traversed by drainage, the soil becomes more or less sandy 
and unfertile. The main difference between the north and south tracts of this level 
plain is, that while the north receives no drainage, the south is plentifully supplied 
with drainage from the north. There is a greater difference between the west and tho 
east tracts. The west consists mainly of level land full of alluvial accumulations, and 
especially in the south has much rich loamy soil—all of it being amenable to cultivation. 
The east is not only broken up by the central lines of drainage, but on its most easterly 
edge begins to suffer from the influence of the Ganges. 

9. It is, indeed, the tract which is affected by the drainage to the Ganges which forms 
the third of the four divisions, but it is so dovetailed in with the level plain that it 
would be impossible to give it a distinct boundary. Its chief characteristic is a series 
of sand-dunes which follow the lines of drainage, and, throwing out lateral spurs of the 
same character as they proceed, become as they approach the Ganges valley “ rolling 
prairies of sand.” These sand-dunes no doubt owe their origin to the mixture of sand 
in the stratum through which the drainage lines run. The sand left behind by the 
drainage is blown into banks or dunes by the wind, which in some instances moves 
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whole dunes over the surface of the plain. They are by no means confined to the im¬ 
mediate vicinity of the Ganges, and although the course of the drainage and the pre¬ 
sence of a canal marks a level watershed east of the large central tract which intervenes 
between the drainages to the south Kalee Nuddee and to the Ganges, yet sand-dunes are 
found running along the drainage lines on the Kalee Nuddee side as well as on the 
Ganges side. One more remarkable than the rest follows the direction of the drainage 
from the Moozuffernuggur District in the north to the Boolundshuhur District in the 
south, passing close by the city of Meerut Both the Sarawah and part of the Haupper 
pergunnahs are greatly impoverished by the drainage which is there concentrated, and 
there is so much sand in Sarawah that it is a question whether Sarawah is not one of 
the poorest pergunnahs of the district. As a rule, however, there are wider interstices 
of the level plain left between the sandy undulations and slopes of the central drainage 
tract than are found in the approach to the Ganges valley. These level interstices are 
capable of very high cultivation, and are, indeed, in character the same as the level plain 
of the second division, to which they must be considered to belong, while the sandy 
undulations will rank iu the third class, which consists mainly of the sandy incline to 
the river Ganges. The alternations of good and bad land appear to be sometimes very 
remarkable, but as the western slope is approached, the level intervals seem to become 
fewer in number, narrower iu width, and more liable at any future time to be overlaid 
by the still restless sand-dunes, until they disappear altogether in the ravines of the 
Ganges cliff, which are slowly and surely eating their way further and further inland. 

10. The fourth tract is the well-known low khadir land of the Ganges valley. It 
is bounded on the east by the river Ganges, and on the west by the raviny cliff under 
which for throe-fourths of its length from the north runs the Boorh Gunga—an old bed 
of tho Ganges, which is connected with the main stream by several smaller water¬ 
courses. The khadir is said to be very capable of cultivation, but it is in many parts 
covered with grass jungle full of pig and other wild animals, for which the cultivation 
which might take its placo is not substituted through the neglect of bad cultivators aud 
unimproving landlords, 

11. The absence of reh or saline matter in the Meerut District is marked. The 
only tracts which are described as affected by it aro the low-lying lands of the Hindun 
and Ganges river-beds, and in these cases the saline matter may have been brought 
down from the north. Tho soil of the district itself appears to be free from reh. 

12. Proprietors .—The most prominent proprietors’ castes are Jats, Tagas, Raj¬ 
poots, and Goojurs, and their distribution (without reference to the transfers which have 
occurred under British rule, to which allusion will be made presently) is as follows:— 

13. The most conspicuous class is tliat of the Jats, the best fanners in the North- 
Western Provinces. They occupy nearly the whole of the rich Hindun-Jumna Doab, 
only giving way to inferior agricultural castes in the poorer land on the slope to the 
valley between the rivers. They may also be said to prevail in the central pergunnahs 
of Sirdhanna, Meerut, Jellalabad, aud Haupper, although here they share the proprie¬ 
torship with Tagas and Rajpoots, and they are not wanting in most of the eastern 
pergunnahs, but, as in the west, they do not extend to the poorer land above tho 
river. Next in importance to the Jats are the Rajpoots and Tagas, The former 
are more numerous in Sirdhanna, Meerut, and Dasna, and the latter in Jellalabad, 
Haupper, Gurhmookbtesur, and Sarawah, the last of which is called by Mr. Forbes the 
stronghold of the Tagas. The Goojurs, as might be expected in connection with their 
hereditary vocation of cattle-herding, are most numerous in the pasture lands of the 
Jumna and Ganges valleys, though a few are also found as proprietors on the uplands. 

14. Sir H. Elliot notices the great antiquity of all these four proprietary tribes, and, 
at the time that he wrote in 1836, there were very few zemindars of recent standing. 
4iis words may he quoted :— 

The Rajpoots, Tagas, Jats, and Goojurs may be considered as nearly equally 
divided.” [He is speaking of the country east of the Hindun.] “ Some villages towards 
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?hftngcp since Sir H. 
Elliot’# time. 


ete« of cultivators. 


aractcr of four prin¬ 
cipal castes. 


he Taga*. 


he Jats. 


the Ganges are held by Syuds and Pathans. Those six classes may be said to form nearly 
the whole proprietary of Meerut, but some few villages are held by Rao, Beloochees, 
and others, who have acquired a right either by auction or private transfers. The 
most ancient tenures are those of the Rajpoots, Tagas, Jats, and Goojurs, with the 
exception of the Punjabee Jats, who have been located hero only within the last 
century, and the Goojurs near the Ganges, who obtained possession during the time of 
Rajah Jet Singh and his successors. The Syuds say they acquired their zemindaree 
during the earliest periods of the Mussulman conquest and the Pathans (about Pooth) 
in the time of Jahaugeer. 

“ It is a matter of astonishment that, notwithstanding the visits of Meerut to the 
scene of perpetual revolutions and anarchy, almost all the landed proprietors trace 
their descent from periods long antecedent to those very revolutions. The chourasees 
may be considered to exist in almost their pristine integrity amongst the Jat and Rajpoot 
communities, and the sub-divisions into 42 and 12 villages aro still more frequent. 
The headman of the chief villages in these communities is still looked up to as a 
superior to whom all others of the clan owe allegiance, and are scarcely considered to 
be zemindars until lie has presided at the ceremony of binding on their turbans and 
pronounced the investiture to have been duly performed.” 

15. The changes which have occurred since Sir H. M. Elliot's time have not altered 
to any great extent the distribution of proprietary castes, except in the neighbourhood of 
tho cities of Delhi and Meerut, where the inahajuns and tradespeople have invested 
their capital in land. As a rule, the transfers throughout the district have been confined 
to tho four prominent classes. But the village communities must have been not the 
less broken up, and there is every reason to believe that tho bond of family which united 
them is being gradually weakened. 

1G. In five porgunnahs of tho district formerly constituting the Begum Sumroo’s 
estate, and assessed by Mr. T. Plowden, no transfers of proprietary rights appear to 
have-taken place until the lapse of the estate to Government in 1840. 

17. As all the four proprietary castes follow the occupation of agriculture to a 
greater or less degree, it is perhaps a natural cousequenco that the castes of cultivators 
should shadow those of proprietors. Whether the cultivators originally occupied a 
lower status in the commuuity than the proprietors’ families, or by what process they 
have fallen to an inferior position, may not be ascertainable; but it is certain that Jat 
cultivators are more numerous in tho Jat zemindarees, Taga cultivators in the Taga 
zemindarecs, and so on. 

18. The character of the four castes is very different. It is hardly worth while to 
describe the industry and skill of tho Jats, the carelessness and pride of the Rajpoots, 
and the rockless and dishonest habits of the Goojurs, so well are they known. But it 
is well worth remarking as one of the most welcome features connected with the 
British administration of the district, that the character of the worst classes of culti¬ 
vators is gradually improving; the Chowbans of the Ganges kbudir, the Rajpoots of 
Dasnah, and the Goojurs of the Jumna valley are all instanced by Mr. Forbes as 
notable examples of an altered character. The change in the Goojurs who occupy 
the upper slope to the Jumna is so recent, that their neighbours say of them u they 
have improved 50 per cent, since the mutinytheir character is now in marked con¬ 
trast to those of the lower valley, whom their hereditary occupation of cattle-tending, 
still continued, prevents from throwing off tho unsettled habits of the tribe. 

19. Though the character of the Tagas is nowhere specifically defined, it is 
sufficiently clear that they are but indifferent cultivators; but the same cheering prospect 
of their gradual progress is held out by Mr. Forbes, who has noticed a marked 
improvement in their agricultural habits, when (as in the Pergunnah of Bagbput) 
they are brought into contact with the good example of the Jats. 

20. The Jats, whose careful industry no doubt allows their numbers to multiply 
more quiokly than those of other castes, are said to be expanding, but their love of home 
is so great that they are slow to emigrate, and prefer rather to trudge several miles, to 
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their daily work rather than to more goods and chattels to the neighbourhood of a new 
holding. 

21. The rrcneral distribution of cultivators will be. best understood from the follow- Distribution of caste*, 
ing map, which shows the relative distribution of the principal castes in the proportion 
which they bear to the cultivated area. As the figures are taken from the new Census, 
the non-cultivating as well as the cultivating nrombers of each caste are included, but, 
except iu the case of Chumars, the resulting error is inappreciable, as the proportion 
of those who do not follow agriculture as a profession must be extremely small 
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22. The length of the black line below denotes the relative density of the total 
population in the pergunnab. Thus in Chuprowleo the total population is 847-5 m the 
square mile, while Jats are 245-4 to the square mile. The proportion of these numbers 
is shown by the relative length of the colours. 
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Note.— The figures in the above table have been extracted from Volume III. of Mr. Pknvden's Census Report for 1872. 








Statement showing the population per cultivated square mile in each pergunnah as also the 
proportion of eaeh of the principal castes per cultivated square mile. 


Cultivated area. 



Proportion of the principal castes per cul¬ 
tivated square mile 


Bughput, 

Barote, 

Cliuprovrlee, 

Kotana, 

Lonee, 

Burnawa, 

Meerut, 

Daanali, 

Jellalabad, 

Uaupper, 

Sirdhanua, 

Ourhmookhtesur, 

Sarawah, 

Booth, 

Hustnapore, 

Kethore, 


108,167 

56,240 

37,975 

46,161 

66,186 

64,997 

274,556 

81,245 

105,559 

86,749 

82,047 

46,910 

37,255 

24,196 

75,344 

70,139 


39,745 

28,924 

85,943 

61,879 

50,258 

166,373 

61,932 

92,189 

77,823 

66,360 

44,267 

36,114 

24,079 

78,060 

81,200 



23. A remarkable circumstance brought out by the above table is the relatively 
large number of Chumars, who must, no doubt, perform a very considerable share of 
agricultural labour. They oocupy, however, a position so much in the background 
that, notwithstanding their numbers, they are nowhere noticed as a distinctive feature 
of the agricultural body. But their numbers arc greater thau those of the Jats, even 
when the Pergunnah of Meorut ( as requiring a large quantity of Chumar labour for 
the city) is excluded. They are three times as numerous as tho Goojurs, and more 
than four times as many as the Rajpoots and Tagas. It is not improbable that a large 
proportion of Chumars have no land, but are employed to assist with their manual 
labour tho landholdiug tenants of other castes. 


Largo numbers of Oilman 


24. Irrigation.— Before the introduction of the canal, the irrigation of tho dis- Wells, 
trict naturally coincided very much with the character of the soils. In good stiff clay 

or loam earthen wells were good and lasting, but where tho soil was sandy and shift¬ 
ing such wells were either more or less unstable, or quite impracticable. 

25. In some of these latter tracts, and especially in the Jat villagos above the 
Jumna and Hindun, masonry wells have been extensively constructed, and there are 
about 600 pucka wells in oach of tho Pergunnalis of Lonee and Baghput, in which the 
level plain of the Hiuduu-Jumna Doab begins to slope towards the rivers, and in which 
therefore the upper strata arc disintegrated and rendered unstable by the action of 
drainage. 

26. The best well tract seems indubitably to have been the level portion of the 
Hindun-Jumna Doab, but the country between the Ilindun and Kalee Nuddee, except 
on the river banks, was also favourable for wells. 

27. The general conclusion which may be formed from the pergunnah reports is 
that wells could be dug with greater facility and of a more lasting character iii pro¬ 
portion to their distance from drainage lines of magnitude. The best well tracts were 
ou the watersheds. When, therefore, canals were introduced in the only direction in 




























Canal irrigation. 
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which canals can be made serviceable for purposes of irrigation— i. e., along the wate r¬ 
sheds of the district,—it was a natural oonsequence that they should traverso those 
tracts which were most fully irrigated by wells, and avoid those in which the loose 
and broken condition of the surface formed almost as great an impediment to irriga¬ 
tion channels as to wells. 


28. The distribution of canal irrigation is explained by the map below :■—» 



The shaded portions denote alluvial tracts on the hanks of the rivers. 


29. It will be seen that three main channels enter the district from the north, 
and proceed in a southerly direction along the three principal watersheds :■— 

(1.) The easterly branch, called the East Jumna Canal, supplies the rich Jat 
country between the Jumna and Hindun with a close network of distribution channels. 
This was brought into the district in 1830. 

(2.) The oentre branch, called the Main Granges Canal, carries a wide system of 
irrigation through the level country between the Hindun and Kalee Nuddee. It was 
opened in 1855. 

(3.) The third branch between the Kalee Nuddee and Ganges, called the Anoop- 
shuhur Branch of the Ganges Canal, waters a comparatively narrow strip in the centre 
of the tract which lies between the Kalee Nuddee and Ganges. It w as opened in 1860. 

30. There is a gap between (2) and (3). This is partly occupied by the Kale*? 
Nuddee and its feeders, which exclude canal channels from the south-easi; of Meerut, 
Haupper, and Sarawak; the cause of the absence of a canal branch from the north-east 


Mstrlbntion of caual irri¬ 
gation. 
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of the Meerut Pergunnah is not so apparent, though probably some good reason 
exists. Another tract cut off by rivers from canal irrigation is the north half of the 
Pergunnah of Burnawa. 

31. It is certain that the introduction of canal-irrigation has given a great impulse Effccts of canal-irrigation, 
to cultivation and production in the district. Mr. Porter remarks in Kithore on the 
improvement effected by it in sugar cultivation, and Mr. Forbes attributes the improve¬ 
ment of the agricultural condition of the G-oojur tract on the Lonee slope to the civiliz¬ 
ing effect of the canal. He notices, too, a remarkable instance of its influence in the 
Pergunnah of Burnawa, where in the dry year of 1889 he found the cultivators of the 
north section, from which canals are excluded, selling their sugar-mills to the cultivators 
of the south section, which is plentifully watered by canals. This fact speaks for itself. 


32. Itis no doubt greatly in favour of the immediate success of a canal thatitshould 
entered into a thickly populated country, where a large supply of manure may cope with 
the exhausting powers of a practically unlimited water-supply, and where there is suffi¬ 
cient labour available for its utilization. The density of the population in the best parts 
of the Meerut District is large. In Barote the number of inhabitants per cul¬ 
tivated square mile is no less than 944, and in such tracts, heavily manured as they 
must be, it is almost impossible that too much water can be given. Where, on the other 
hand, the population is more scanty, the improved facility of irrigation will admit of 
its gradual increase, but meanwhile it is possible that an excessive supply of water 
may cause the temporary exhaustion of the irrigated area. 

33. There is no doubt that there has been an extensive increase in the irrigated Increase iu irrigated area, 
acres since last settlement, which is said to have increased from 232,949 to 578,512 

acres, and though (as Mr. A. Colvin remarks in his memo, on settlement in the North- 
Western Provinces) these figures must be received with caution, yet the fact of a very 
lar<re increase in the irrigated area cannot be doubted. The increase in cultivation is 
also due in some measures to the same cause. The western canal had not been long 
opened when Sir H. Elliot remarked that already it had caused all the waste in the 
neighbourhood to be reclaimed, and the same influence may be attributed to the exten¬ 
sion of canal-irrigation in other parts of the district. 

34. The following table, taken from Mr. Colvin’s memorandum, shows the increase TaMe o£ inc . rease in cu , 
in cultivation and irrigation in each pergunnah. This table explains itself:— tivation and irrigation. 


Name of Pergunnah. 

Percentage of in¬ 
crease in culti¬ 
vated area. 

Percentage of 
increase in irri¬ 
gated area. 

Increase . 

- m. , 

Increase. 

Irrigated, by West Canal. 




23 0 

316 9 

Baghput, 

19-0 

137-0 

Barote, ■" 

34-5 

194 1 

Kotima, ... ••• 

7 6*0 

230 8 

Chuprowlee, -• "* 

18-4 

238-9 

Lonee, •** **• * aS 

£8*0 

138-3 

Burnawa, 



Irrigated by Centre Canal. 




]2*0 

138*2 

Meerut, 

10*5 

154-3 

Jellalabad, ... ••• 

29-2 

124-4 

Sirdbanna, ... 

29*1 

74-5 

Dasnah, ••• ••• 



Irrigated by East Canal. 




75-5 

142-0 

Pooth, 

47*0 

185-5 

Gurhmookhtesur, 

22*7 

229 5 

Ilustnapore, 

25*1 

105-7 

Rithore, 



Between. Centre and East. 




20 2 

106-9 

llaupper, ... •” 

211 

72-5 

Sarawah, ... ... 




35. Amid all the improvements acknowledged to have been wrought by the canal Uncertainty of cauai-irri. 
one charge has been brought against it of a serious character, to which reference has e»tion. 
already been made. Mr. Forbes complains in Chuprowlee that the uncertainty of the 

3 m 









Uncertainty of canal-irri¬ 
gation. 


Injuries caused by Ibe 
canal. 


Extension of sianal-irri- 
gatioa. 


I'erfeunnahs settled by 
Sir H. M. Elliot and 
ilr. Glyn, 


Section s°ttled l>y Sir H. 
M. Elliot. 
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water-supply is so great an evil that he cannot but regret the substitution of eanals for 
wells. In Baghput he is inclined to think irrigation is excessive, and, if that is the 
case, it seems a pity that the water-supply should not be kept within more confined but 
less uncertain limits. 

36. Another complaint made by Mr. Porter in Sirdhannais that individual villages 
have sufferred in consequence of the vicinity of the canal, which, while throwing 
down their wells by raising the water level, has not compensated them with a supply 
of water equal to that which they have lost. 

37. Some allusions are also made to the obstructions caused by canal water¬ 
courses to the uatural drainage of the country. 

38. It is satisfactory to find that the evils of which complaints are made are of 
such a nature that it lies within the power of Government either greatly to alleviate 
or entirely to remove them. Steps have already been taken to provide against the 
obstruction to drainage in some parts of the district, and Rs. 20,000 were granted at the 
commencement of the present year (1873) for a drainage cut in the Cbnprowlee Per- 
gunnali. 

39. A very small portion of the district is now insufficiently watered. The cliff 
above the rivers and the tract of undulating sand above the Ganges are, however, scantily 
irrigated, and as the soil in such tracts is of the poorest description, cultivation is very 
precarious and distress in dry years very great. Mr. Forbes anxiously calls attention 
to this subject. It is questionable, indeed, whether the indiscriminate introduction of 
canal-irrigation, even if it were feasible, would at once raise the character of such tracts. 
To flood a poor unpopulated tract with a sudden flush of water is more likely to exhaust 
its already sterile soil than to increase its productive powers. But a gradual extension 
of irrigation cannot fail to bo of the greatest benefit even to the poorest soil, and there 
it little doubt that Mr. Forbes’ suggestion of tuccavee advances for the construction of 
pucka wells in Gurhmookhtesur may be applied with advantage both in this and other 
districts to all the sandy tracts along the banks of the Ganges which lie beyond easy 
reach of the canal. It appears desirable that the subject of tuccavee advances in such 
tracts should be taken into active consideration, unless, indeed, it is contemplated to 
introduce canals. But Mr. Forbes represents on behalf of the cultivators, in some 
parts of the Haupper and Jelhlabad Pergunnahs, and other tracts now cut off from 
the canal, that they should be told once for all what is the prospect of their being 
supplied with canal-water, in order that they may know whether or not to sink capital 
in the construction of wells, which, in their present state of uncertainty, they cannot 
venture to do. 


FISCAL HISTORY. 

40. In reverting to the past settlement of the district, it is necessary to divide 
it into two portions. 

41. The first consists of the Fergunnahs of Chuprowlee, Baghput, Lonee, and all 
pergunnahs east of the Hindun except Sirdhanna, which were settled by Mr. Glyn and 
Sir II. M. (then Mr.) Elliot, from 1835 to 1837 ; and the second of the Pergunnahs 
of Sirdhanna, Barote, Kotana, and Burnawa, which, with Boorhanah of Moozuffer- 
nuggur, formed the estate of the notorious Begum Sumroo. 

I.—Section settled by Sib H. M. Elliot. 

42. From correspondence in the Board’s Office, it appears that in 1835 Sir H. 
Elliot was deputed to finish the work of assessments which Mr. Glyn seems to have- 
begun in ratber a desultory way, inasmuch as we find a complaint made that he did not 
complete any one pergunnah; and at the same time Sir H. Elliot received authority to 
revise Mr. Glyn’s proposals, of which authority he to some extent availed himself. 
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43. Sir H. Elliot’s reports give some account of the previous fiscal history of the 
pevguunahs which he assessed, but it is to be regretted that the alterations which 
have occurred in the areas of pergunnahs, and the absence of any distinct tables in 
the reports, both of the past and present settlements, prevents the preparation of any 
statement showing the original revenues levied on these pergunnahs from cession 
down to Sir H. Elliot’s settlement. Whatever light has been thrown by Sir H. 
Elliot’s reports on the previous assessment of each pergunnah is shown in the follow¬ 
ing summaries, which compare at the same time the results of the present assessments 
with those of Sir H. Elliot. In reading these summaries it must be remembered that 
Sir H. Elliot and Mr. Forbes are not dealing with precisely the same areas. 

44. Chuprowlee .—Sir H. Elliot only assessed eighteen villages. He raised the 
revenue of thescTronriis. 40,63G to Rs. 60,021 by quinquennial increments. Mr. Forbes 
lias now raised the revenue of the whole pergunnah from Rs. 82,801 of last settlement, 
with a rate of Rs. 3-5-2, to Rs. 89,725, with a rate of Rs. 3-1-7. Sir H. Elliot 
remarks that the zemindars of Chuprowlee looked upon a rate of Rs. 3-9-7 as a light one, 
though Mr. Forbes considers it as a pergunnah rate extremely high. It certainly is a 
high rate, but Chuprowlee is in the very heart of the best Jat tract, with excellent soil 
and irrigation, no bad land worth speaking of, and abundant manure. It is doubtful 
whether any pergunnah in the North-Western Provinces is so good all round as this 
pergunnah. The revenue has worked well: for only 15 per cent, has changed hands, 
and the revenue has been easily realised. 


Period of Settlement. 

1 

Total 

Area. 

Barren and Ke- 
venue-free. 

6 

£ 

I 

*3 

o 

Wet. 

Cultivated 

Dry. 

Total. 

Tot'll assessable. 

Jumroo. 

Revenue-rate on 
cultivated acres. 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

! 

Acres. 

Rs. 

|Rs. a. p. 

Former, 

SO, <91 

4,853 

0,725 

8,194 j 

16,718 

24,912 

81,038 

82 801 

1 3 5 2 

Present, 

37,429 

3,738 

4,767 

27,439 ! 

1,485 

28,924 . 

--— fi 

33,091 

' 

89,725 

j 3 1 7 


45. Baghput .—The demand was raised by Sir II. Elliot by Rs. 28,258, but the 
amount of the demand is not given. Mr. Forbes Iub raised it _ by Rs. 61,815, and 
believes that a permanent assessment at that jurnina would cause a loss to Government 
of Rs. 36,462. Tito revenue is now Rs. 2,10,035, with a rate of Rs. 2-2-2. The lowness 
of the rate, compared with that of Chuprowlee, is due to the inferior land on the slope 
to the Jumna-Hindun Terai, and the element of Goojur cultivation; but Mr. Forbes 
thinks that the rate is unduly low, and, indeed, had at first proposed a rate of Rs. 2-9-7 
to Rs. 2-9-10^, which would have given a revenue of Rs. 2,55,000 to Rs. 2,58,000, 
but on distributing bis jumma he dare not go beyond Rs, 2,10,035. The late revenue 
has naturally worked well, as the pergunnah has so much improved. Transfers have 
been very few. 




<u 

<ri ^ 

Cultivable. 

Cultivated. 

•I 

l/l 

' 

O 

OJ & 

Period of Settlement, 

Total. 

Area. 

TO 4h 

a & 

a> £* 

TO ^ 

Wet. 

! 

Dry- 

Total. 

G> 

Si 

C7J 

O 

H 

Jumma. 

g f 

<a 

cs 3 


Acres. 

Acres, 

Acres, 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Its. a. p 

Former, ... j 

121,897 

26,511 

15,434 

14.167 

05,785 

79,95 2 

95,986 

2,48,5*20 

1 13 f 

Present, ... j 

124,129 

12,890 

12,870 

59,064 

39,305 

98,369^ 

11 1,239 

2,10,03) 

2 2 5 


46. Tjonee .— 1 onner revenues are not given, but the revenue was raised by Bit* 
H. Elliot by Rs. 6,810 to Rs. 46,282, with a rate of Re. 1-7-0, Mr. Forbes has now 
raised it from Rs. 76,878 to Rs. 95,261, with a rate of Re. 1-8-7. The pergunnah 
has improved, for irrigation has trebled and cultivation gone up 19 per cent, but the 


Section settled by Sir 
II. M. Klliot. 


Pergunnah Chuprowlee. 


Pergunnah Bagliput. 


Pergunnah Donee. 
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Section settled by 
II. M. Elliot, 
■perguncah Lonce. 


I’ergunnab Meerut, 


'erguoMli Dasuah, 


Sir fioor quality of the kliadir land, and the wretched cultivation of the Goojurs, keep down 
the rate. Transfers have been 28 per cent. 


Period of Settlement. 

Total 

Area. 

: 

Barren and Re¬ 
venue-free. 

Cultivable. 

Cultivated. 

Total assessable. 

es 

a 

3 

o 

1 

Revenue-rate on , 
cultivable area, j 

Wet. 

Dry. 

Total. 


Acres, j 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. | 

Acres. 

Acres 

Acres, 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Former, 

96.146 

21,469 

22,447 

6,766 

45,463 

52,229 

74,676 

76,878 

1 7 6 

Present f Khadir >- 

16,362 j 

2,373 

3,465 

3,692 

6,-92 

!0,5H4 

13,980 

1 


I resent, ^ Bangur>i-i 

83,440 ' 

13,631 

18,514 

1 

19,243 i 

j 

32,052 

51,295 

/y 

69,609 

j 95,261 

1 8 7 

■ 


47. Meerut .—The former settlements of this pergunnah are given by Sir H. Elliot 
as follows. 

48. Beforo cession, Rs. 1,44,124; 1st settlement, Rs. 1,88,562 ; 2nd settlement, 
Its. 2,12,215; 3rd settlement, Its. 2,13,020; 4th settlement, Rs. 2,37,830; 5th settlement, 
Ks. 2,65,408. But since the 5th settlement in 1825 many changes in the pergunnah 
have occurred, and no explanation is given by which the present revenue can be linked 
with that of the 5th settlement. But Sir H. Elliot made an increase of per cent., 
and Mr. Porter has now raised it from Ks. 3,34,557 to Rs. 4,08,905, or 22 per cent. 
Irrigation has greatly improved, and cultivation has increased more than 10 per cent. 

49. There were several mouzahs alluded to by Sir H. Elliot in the 37th paragraph 
of his report assessed at a very high rate—over Rs. 4 an acre. Sir H. Elliot found no 
reason to interfere with the revenues of these villages, after examination of their “ field 
rentals,” but in eight out of the nine quoted by Sir H. Elliot, Mr. Porter has reduced 
the revenue to the class level. In one—Jatoulee—he has reduced the rate from 
Bs. 5-14-6 to Rs. 2-7-11. It is, however, difficult to judge to what extent the reduction 
is real, and to what extent nominal, without accurate statistics of the extent of cul¬ 
tivation at the two poriods. 

50. The revenue-rates of the pergunnah are— 

Changed from Rs. 4-8, Class T. ^ 

„ „ „ 3-0 „ II. > irrigated, to Rs. 2-14-0 irrigated. 

„ „ ,, 2-12 „ III. J 

51. The dry rate, Re. 1-8-0, remains unaltered. The change in the pergunnah 
rate is not given, but it is now Its. 2-7-3. The rate is by no means a high one for a 
good pergunnah which contains a large city. 


Period ol Settlement. 


former, 


Present 1 Khadir, 
J resent., ^ Uallgllr> 


Total 

Area. 


Acres. 

236,163 
6,694 
22S,830 


C 

w • 


M 


Acres, 

39.6R9 

1,974 

40,208 


.a 

2 


3 

o 


Acres. 

46,443 

1,195 

24,780 


Cultivated. 


Wet. 


Acres. 

42,482 

417 

99,557 


Dry, 


Acres. 

107,639 

2,108 

04,291 


Total, 


Acres. 

150,021 

2,525 

163,848 


9] 

3 


Acres. 

196,464 


Jumma. 


Re. 

3,34,567 


188,628 j 4 > 08 ’ MOfl 


i £ 

.C, 

C X 

K 3 


Rs. a. p, 
2 3 8 
2 7 3 


52. Dasnah .—The financial history of this pergunnah is given at more than usual 
. length in Sir H. Elliot’s report. 


53. The revenue, which before cession was Rs. 85,932, was raised in 1808 to 
Rs. 1,1.6,166, and iu 1811 to Rs. 1,26,190, the increase being due to a great extent to the 
apprehension of the authorities that the settlement would bo permanent. But though 
constant redief had to be given, the Board of Commisioners did not apprehend that the 
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revenue was too high, and tlie 3rd settlement confirmed the second. Butin the 4th set¬ 
tlement Mr. Colvin Sliakespe ir, “ to the dissatisfaction of his superiors,” made trench¬ 
ant reductions, and we find the revenue of 1819 brought down to Rs. 91,022, rising by 
annual increments to Rs. 1,04,505. The next Collector, who appears to have had orders 
to recover the reduction, restored the revenue in the 5tli settlement by annual increments 
to Rs. 1,23,523 in 1825.' It is incidentally mentioned that in 1831, twenty-eight 
estates were resigned, and Rs. 4,000 jumma reduced. Sir H. Elliot, however, was told 
in 1837 that an increase of Rs. 12,000 or Rs. 15,000 might he expected, and eventually 
found that in the ‘‘ process of equalization ” the new revenue was raised by Rs. 7,000, 
which was more than ha himself had anticipated. 

54. Tlietranfers since last settlement are said to have been heavy, but they are 
attributed to rebellion, which it is expressly stated did not arise from dissatisfaction 
with heavy revenues. The revenue has now been raised trom Rs. 97,163 to Rs. 1,23,050, 
hut the pergunnah rate has fallen from Rs. 2-0-5 to Re. 1-15-9. This is a low rate for 
a pergunnah with a large proportion of good loam. There has been a large increase 
in the cultivated area—29 per cent., and the irrigation has nearly doubled :— 


Period of Settlement. 

Total ! 
Area. j 

i i 

co q> 

p t*t 

ei 

_ tt> 

P) p 

£ « 
u £ 

CQ 

Cultivable, 

Cultivated, j 

Total assessable. 

Jumma. 

' 

Revenue-rate on 
cultivated area. 

Wet. 

Dry. 

Total. 



Acres. 

Acres. 

A cres. 

Acres, 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

pit 

09 

s£ 

Former, 

»•» 

SO,663 

I2,1S3 

26,537 

26,454 

21,489 

47,943 

74,480 

97,163 

2 0 5 

Present, 


S7,8iS 

1< ,675 

15,241 

46,174 

15,758 

61,932 

- 1 

77,173 

1,23,050 

1 15 9 


55. Haupptr ,—No information is given as to former settlements. The revenue 
has now been raised from Rs. 1,20,579 to Rs. 1,33,900, the pergunnah rate having 
changed from Re. 1-13-6 to Re. 1-11-6. The transfers have been heavy—20 per cent., 
and mahajuns are acquiring land. This pergunnah suffers greatly in dry years, and it is 
one in which Mr. Forbes recommends that immediate steps should be taken for relief 
when drought occurs. Cultivation has increased 20, and irrigation 107 per cent:— 




<4 1 

# . 
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Cultivated. 

1 oJ 

2 

to 1 

1 
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■§ « 

’eriod of Settlement. 

Total 

J Area. J 

i 

• 

a £ 

a? . 

O | 

£ 3 
a 

S-> <19 

si ** 

PQ 

Cultivable 

Wet. 

Dry. 

Total. 

09 

rt 

3 

o 

H i 

Jumma. 

*r 5 
= 'P 

S vs 

i 3 
« ° 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres, j 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs 

Bfr. a. p. 

Former, 

99,077 

12,283 

21,559 

19,261 

45,974 

65,235 

86,794 

1,20,579 

1 13 6 

Present, 

104,121 

13,750 

12,5 <8 

39,878 

37,945 

77,823 

— ■J 

90,371 

4 - 

1,33 900 

111 & 


56. Jdlalahad .—Sir H. Elliot raised the old assessment by 7 per cent. The reve¬ 
nue has now been raised from Rs. 1,43,580 to Rs. 1,75,055, or 21 per cent., the per- 
irunnah rate changing from Re. 1-11-6 to Re. 1-14-4 all round. Mr. Forbes considered 
t,; s rate very light, but was afraid to go higher. Transfers are not noticed; cultivation 
t.-ss increased about 10 per cent., and there is still a large margin. Irrigation has nearly 
vebled. The pergunnah rate appears to be a low one :— 


1 i v.od of Settlement. 

Total 

Area. 

Barren and Re¬ 
venue-free. 

Cultivable. 

Cultivated, 

•aplTJssassTi ie:jo£ 

Jumma. 

Revenue-rate on 
cultivated arc-a. 

Wet. 

Dry. 

Total. 


Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

i: \ v-fier, 

126,626 

17,884 

25,318 

26,156 

67,238 

83 394 

108,742 

1,43,580 

Ill 6 

V ( Rhadir, 

5,523 

879 

1,254 

782 

2,608 

3,390 

4,644 

] 1,75,055 
> 


3 ivsen., £ langur, 

123,240 

17,629 

15,912 

65,748 

23,051 

88,799 

105,711 



Section settled by Sir II. 
M. Klliot. 

Perguunab Dasnali. 


Ferg ninth II tupper. 


Pergunnah Jcllalahad. 


4 m 


4 



faction settled by Sir II, 
M Kliiot. 

Pergunmih Sara wall. 


Pergunnah GurhmtoUl> 
lesur. 


Pergunnah Pocth. 


PergiuinKh Kithore, 


( 14 ) 

57. Sarawak.— No information is forthcoming as to former settlements. Tho 
revenue has now increased from Rs. 52,552 to Rs. 60,850, or 15 per cent., though the 
rate has fallen from Re. 1-12-2 to Re. 1-10-11 ; transfers have been 32 per cent,, but 
this is not attributed to severity of assessment. Cultivation has gone up more than 21 
per cent., and irrigation has nearly doubled. The rate is low, but the pergunnah is a 
very poor one on the whole : — 


Period of 
Settlement. 

Total 

Area. 

Barren and Re¬ 
venue-free. 

Cultivable. 

< 

Wet. 

Cultivated 

Dry. 

Total. 

! 

Total assessable. 

Jumma. 

Revenue-rate on' 
cultivated area. 
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Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres 

Acres. 

1 

Acres. 1 

A ores. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Former, 

48,367 

7,509 

II,OSS 

9,766 

20,057 

29,823 

40,858 

52,552 

112 2 

Present, 

48,860 

4,990 

7,756. 

16,79S 

19,386 

36,114 . 

43,87 O 

60,350 

1 10 11 


58. Gur/imookhtesur .—The history of former settlements is not forthcoming. Tho 
revenue has now increased from Rs. 48,096 to Rs. 58,880, or 22 per cent., the revenue- 
rate falling from Re. 1-10-0 to Re. 1-5-3. Cultivation has gone up in the proportion of 
1 to 1|, and irrigation has nearly trebled. The extensive cultivation explains the large 
increase in revenue simultaneously with a fall in rates, as the new land in Gurhmookh- 
tesur is very poor. Transfers to the extent of 29 per cent, have occurred since last 
settlement The pergunnah is one which calls for a moderate assessment, but it is not 
probable that a rate of Re. 1-5-3 can be oppressive : — 
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Former, ... 
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48.096 

1 10 

0 

Present, 

67,322 

10,526 

12,529 

1 10,913 

33,348 

41,267 

56,796 

58,880 

l 5 

3 


59. Pooth .—No information is forthcoming as to former settlements. The revenue 
has now increased from Rs. 40,196 to Rs. 41,225, or 2 per cent, the revenue-rate 
lising from Rs. 2 irrigated and Re. 1 dry, to Rs. 2-1-10 irrigated and Re. 1-3-9 dry. 
The total assessment of last settlement was not high, but it was unequal, and 43 per cent, 
has been since transferred, although Sir H. Elliot hoped that the relief which he gave 
might prevent further absorption into the hands of the Kuthesur Rajah. Cultivation 
has gone up 16 per ceut., and irrigation has more than doubled, but it is still under 50 
per cent, of the cultivated area. The rate is now Re. 1-11-4, which appears sufficiently 
low. 
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Former, 

37,103 1 

6,826 

9,646 

2,043 

18,788 

20,831 

30,477 

40,196 

1 14 10 

Present,, ... 

41,282 

8,350 

8,853 

4,946 

19,133 

1 

24,079 

32,932 

41,225 

111 4 


60. Kithore .—There is no history left of past settlements. The revenue has now 
risen from Rs. 92,237 to Rs. 1,19,380, or 29 per cent., with a change in the rate from 
Re. 1-7-11 to Re. 1-7-6. The increase is due to a rise of about 32 per cent, in cultiva¬ 
tion, and 105 per cent, in irrigation, which has doubled. Transfers are not noticed. 
The rate is a low one. 
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Former, 

W-*. {£& 

i 

Acres. 

97,770 
27,657 
95,414 

! 

Acres. 

8,836 

4,940 

10,463 

Acres. 

27,399 

17,010 

7,358 

Acres. 

11,248 

148 

23,086 

Acres. 

50,287 
6,459 1 
52,507 I 

Acres. 

61,635 

6,607 

75,593 

Acres. 

88,934 

22,617 

82,951 

Rs. 

92,237 
| 1,19,380 

Rs. a. p. 

1 7 11 

1 7 6 


61. Ilustnapore .—Both the past and present reports on this pergunnah are very 
meagre. The revenue has been increased from Rs. 1,14,462 to Rs. 1,18,780, the reve¬ 
nue-rate rising from Re. 1-14-2 to Re. 1-14-5. Cultivation has gone up 28 per cent., ancl 
irrigation has more than trebled. Transfers are not noticed. The rate is higher than 
in aDy other Ganges pergunnah : — 
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Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres 

Acres. 

Acres 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Rs a. p. 

Former, 

Present, 

f Khadir, 1 

108.961 

52,779 

14,469 

7,163 

33,788 

42,620 

8,795 

39 

61.909 

3,057 

60,704 

3,096 

94,492 

45,616 

1,14,462 
] 1,48,780 

1 14 2 

1 14 5 

( Bangur, ! 

101,371 

15,485 

10,922 

28,969 

45,995 

74,964 

85,8*6 


II. —Section settled by Mr. T. C. Plowden. 


62. The remaining pergunnahs are those which were included in the Begum. 
Sumroo’s estate. The report by Mr. Plowden on the assessment of those pergunnahs 
owes its chief interest to an account which he gives of the Native administration of them. 
He makes it plain that a very high revenue had been extracted from the Begum’s estate, 
hut at the same time he is obliged to admit that arrears and alienation of property 
were of raro occurrence, and that a state of apparent prosperity was sustained. How 
this was so is fully explained. 

63. The cultivators wore assisted with, and even compelled to take t.uccavce 
advances and supplies of agricultural stock whenever they needed them, while the levied 
demand was exactly proportioned to the crops of each year and the skill of the culti¬ 
vators who grew them. It is doubtful whether Mr. Plowden was right in applying 
the terms of “forced labour” and “fictitious aids” to these evidently successful 
means of extracting large revenues without immediate injury to those who paid 
them. Unfortunately, three years before the lapse of the estate, the Begum’s heir relin¬ 
quished the elastic system which had been adopted by the Begum with so much success, 
and fixed a settlement for a term of three years at a higher pitch than the average of 
the Begum’s demand. The average demand for twenty years under the Begum had 
1(0011 Rs. 5,49,157, with a balance of Rs. 19,439. The now settlement rose in the first 
\ear to Rs. 6,79,730, and in the third to Rs. 6,91,388 (exclusive of Rs. 23,047, the 
revenue on thirty-five kham villages). 

64. The whole estate became demoralized. Cultivators fled, balances accrued, and 
ruin was impending, when, by the Begum’s death, the property was transferred to the 
British rule. The fugitive population immediately returned to their homes, in antici¬ 
pation, as Mr. Plowden believes, of an equitable assessment at a long lease, although 
it may be remarked that this does not appear to he a necessary conclusion. 

65. Mr. Plowden then proceeded to assess the estate. He assumed that Rs. 5,44,000 
would be a fair total demand, and distributed this sum over the several villages which 
in ustituted it. The new demand gave an all-round rate of Rs. 3-2-8 an acre, or 
lU. 2-13-7; including laud lately abandoned. These rates are higher than any adopted 
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for Sir Ii. EIIiot ’3 section of the district, except in Chuprovvlee. At the same time 
it must bo borne in mind that the Begum’s estate comprised almost all the best pergun- 
nahs of the Meerut District. 


66. The distribution of tlio revenue over the pergunnahs at the past settlement, 
and the subsequent changes which have occurred, are shown by the following state¬ 
ment : — 


Pergunnah. 

Former 

J urnma 

[ Present 

Jurnnia. 

Former rate 
on cultivated 
area. 

Present rate 
on cultivated 
area. 





Rs. 

Jis. 

1 

Rs. a. p. , 

Rs. a. p. 

Sirdhanna, 

... 

It! 

• M 

1,57,714 

1,71,180 

3 1 1 

2 9 3 

Barote, 

... ... 

Ml 

... 

1,07,478 

1,15,400 

3 3 6 

2 14 5 

Burnawah, 

... ... 

... 

... 

1,20,795 

1,28,950 

3 2 6 

2 9 0 

Kotana, 

... 

**• 

... 

87,873 

! 

99,825 

3 4 7 

1 

2 12 5 


67. Sirdhanna .—Revenue has risen from Rs. 1,57,714 to Rs. 1,71,180, or 8 per 
cent., hut the rate has fallen from Rs. 3-1-1 to Rs. 2-9-3. Cultivation has advanced 
29 per cent., and irrigation has more than doubled. Transfers at 14 per cent, have 
occurred:—■ 
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71 
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0 
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Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Acres. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Former, 

87,656 

16,767 

19,532 

18,443 

82,914 

51,357 

70,889 

1,57,714 
j 1,71,180 

3 1 1 

*»-> {££;) 

8,702 

1,206 

3,147 

817 

3,532 

4,349 

7,496 


79,229 

11,677 

5,541 

40,572 

21,439 

62,011 

_ —l 

67,552 

2 9 3 


68. Barote .—Revenue has risen from Rs. 1,07,178 to Rs. 1,15,400, or 7 per 
cent., hut the rate has fallen from Rs- 3-3-6 to Rs. 2-14-5. Cultimtion has gone up 20 
per cent., and irrigation has more than doubled. Transfers are not given : — 
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3 3 6 
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48,754 

4,833 
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35,329 

, 

4,416 
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- i 

43,921 

-i -- 

1,15,400 

2 14 5 


69. Burnawah .—Revenue has risen from Rs. 1,20,795 to Rs. 1,28,950, or 6 per 
cent., but the rate has fallen from Rs. 3-2-6 to Rs. 2-9-0. Cultivation has advanced 
31 per cent., and irrigation has more than doubled. Transfers have been 6 per cent.:— 
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1,586 | 
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11,047 
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25,549 

27,215 
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47,000 

/ 
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70. Kotana .—Revenue has risen from Rs. 87,873 to Rs. 99,825, or 13 per cent., 
but the rate has fallen from Rs. 3-4-1 to Rs. 2-12-0. Cultivation and irrigation have 
both trebled. Transfers amount to 8 per cent, of the area of the pergunnah 
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Fortner, 

47,090 

8,996 

11,376 

9,319 

17,399 

26,718 

38,094 

87,873 

3 4 7 

Present, 

47,178 

5,342 

5,893 

27,408 

8,535 

35,943 

- tl 

41,836 

99,825 

2 12 5 


71. The new rates, though very high when compared with those of the eastern per- 
gunnahs are not excessive, when the circumstances detailed in the description of the 
district are taken into consideration, and they are certainly much lower than the average 
rates successfully collected by the Bogum. 

Method of Assessment. 

72. In November 1866, Mr. Forbes submitted, with his reports on the Pergunnahs 
of Chuprowlee, Footh, Barote, and Sarawah, a memorandum upon the method which 
he had adopted for u ascertaining and fixing rates of assessment ” in those pergunnahs, 
and which he proposed to adopt in the assessment of the remaining pergunnahs. His 
proposals met with the approval of the late Mr. Thornhill, then Senior Member of 
the Board of Revenue, whose note, with Mr. Forbes’ memorandum, is appended 
to this report. 

73. The foundation of Mr. Forbes’ assessments appears to have been a oloso and 
personal investigation into tho condition and capabilities of each village, as a result of 
which he was enabled to group the villages of similar character into classes, at the same 
time that he ascertained by persistent enquiry the normal rate for each class. The 
rough estimates of the revenues, which wore formed hy the application of the class 
rates thus obtained, were then gauged by the test of average soil-rates deduced in the 
following manner: 

74. Where refits were paid in kind (a very usual custom in the Meerut District), 
the following data were ascertained : — 

(1.) The average outturn of each kind of crop on each class of soil by estimate 
(kunkoot). 

(2.) The average share of the crop retained by the cultivators. 

(3.) The average price paid to cultivators for tho proceeding ten years, obtained 
from the books of mahajuns and tested by price current lists. 

75. The outturn (1), less the cultivator’s share (2), was the zemindar’s quota of 
the crop (or rent), which, valued at tho average price (3), gave the money rent-rate for 
each crop in each class of soil irrigated and unirrigated. 

76. A second series of rent-rates for each class of crop or soil were obtained by 
ascertaining the money-rates, wherever rents wore paid in cash, from putwarees’ books, 
rent suits, and local enquiry. 

77. The two rates thus independently ascertained were then applied to each class 
of soil, irrigated and unirrigated, in a selected tract, and tho average rate for each 
class deduced from the result. 

78. Finally, the assumed rentals for each village and for the whole pergunnah 
were obtained by applying tho average rate for each class to the area of each class. 

79. But Mr. Forbes is careful to state that ho looked upon these calculations, 
which were mainly prepared by native agency, or deduced from records, not as the 
basis of his estimates, but as tests only hy which to gauge the results of his local 
enquiries, which were the real foundation of his assessments. 

80. In submitting his memorandum, Mr. Forbes had in view the prospects of a 
permanent settlement, but it is hardly necossary, in. the present position of the question, 

5 m 
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to follow Ills arguments on this subject There are, however, two questions discussed 
by Mr, Forbes which, as having an application to the principles upon which he proposed 
to carry out, and it may be presumed did carry out hi3 assessments, it is desirable to 
bring forward. In both of these ho is at issue with Sir H. Elliot, whose assessment of 
a portion of the Meerut District at the last settlement will be noticed presently. The 
two points referred to are the following :— 

81. After commenting upon the remarkable inequalities which were often observ¬ 
able in the assessment of contiguous villages, Mr. Forbes remarks that,he is not 
inclined to be so apprehensivo as Sir H. Elliot appeared to be of bringing up the 
lower revenues to the level of the higher,- and does not think that a moderate assess¬ 
ment, however much it raises the jumma, will affect the proprietor in the manner and 
to the extent pointod out by Sir H, Elliot; at the’ same time he admits that a heavy 
increase is a severe shock to the landlord, and would in such cases prefer the option of 
working assessments gradually up to their full limit. 

82. The Senior Member of' the Board supported this view, and was inclined to think 
that the course to be followed in the case of unequal assessments had been sufficiently 
indicated by the Secretary of State. He saw no reason to object to progressive 
revenues whioh were not based upon the grounds of prospective improvement, but were 
introduced for the purpose only of breaking the shock of heavy enhancements. He 
finally recommended that the period of progressive enhancement should be limited to 
four years. 

83. In a different description of case, Mr. Forbes states that he would again 
venture to disagree from Sir H. Elliot, who, in dealing with villages which had 
always paid with ease revenues above the average, saw no reason to reduce them. 
He considers that this practice throws an unfair burden upon tho most industrious 
classes of landlords. In such cases he would certainly propose a reduction of tho 
demand. The Senior Member of the Board again supported Mr. Forbes, using tho 
argument that if the amount of revenue were to be measured bj^the ease with which 
it was paid, the legitimate conclusion would be to surrender a portion of the Govern¬ 
ment demand to a bad or improvident landlord. 

Conclusion. 

84. One of the principal objects which it is was necessary for the Settlement 
Officer to place before him was, as Mr. Forbes explains, the equalization of the demand. 

85. The settlement by Sir H. Elliot was the first in which any attompt was made 
to test the revenues by average rates, but by their use at that settlement the discovery 
of many inordinately severe and inordinately moderate demands was made. Still, 
although tho inequalties brought to light were very great, Sir II. Elliot was in 
some villages prevented by tho forco of circumstances (described in paragraph 26 
of Mr. Forbes’ memorandum) from making very sudden changes, while in others, 
notably in Pergunnah Meerut, he did not admit the inequality which has been now estab¬ 
lished. Again, Mr. Plowden’s method of distributing a lump assessment of Rs. 5,44,000 
over several pergunnahs produced, as Mr. Forbes points out, most startling irregu¬ 
larities of incidence in the revenues of the villages composing the Sumroo estate, already 
rendered very unequal by the excessive taxation of the Jats under tho Taga Dewan of 
the Begum. Much then remained to bo done at the present settlements towatds the 
equalization of revenues, and there seems every reason to believe that much has been 
done: that Mr. Forbes fully appreciated the work before him in this direction is proved 
by the remarks in para. 27 of his memorandum. 

86. But Mr. Forbes has extended the principle on which Ihelevelling proeessshouid 
be applied to the equalization of the assessment on skilled and unskilled classes. Ho 
objects to the heavy revenues levied on the Jats, especially in the Sumroo pergunnahs. 
So doubt the skilled classes had been taxed heavily under Native administration, and 
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must, on the withdrawal of tie elasticity which prevailed tinder the Begum, have felt 
severely the pressure of the high rates which were founded on the Begum’s demands. 
Still it is to he remembered that the villages held by jat Zemindars are cultivated also 
by Jat ryots, and that the incomes of the former depend more upon the high rents paid 
by the latter than upon their own labour. A Jat cultivator can both pay a higher 
rent and retain a larger profit than a Brahmin. It would not therefore be fair to carry 
out the equalization of class assessment too far, nor does it appear that this has been 
done. From the detailed village ^statements it appears that Jat villages are still the 
most highly assessed. 

87. But, besides the equalization of revenues, much had to be done towards the 
enhancement of the demand. 

88. The district of Meerut had made great strides since the last settlement. Both 
the cultivated and irrigated areas had vastly increased. At the same time, when com* 
pared with other districts of this part of the North-Western Provinces, it cannot be 
said to have been a backward district when it was last assessed. 

89. The rich land of the Hiudun-Jumna Doab was well and industriously culti¬ 
vated by Jats, who had built a large number of pucka wells, and the pergunnahs 
between the Hinduu and Kalee Nuddee contained many fertile tracts more or Iobs 
cultivated by industrial classes, and the only direction in which cultivation was not¬ 
ably backward was in the poor land above the Ganges, and in the jungly khadire of 
that river and the Jumna. 

90. But few districts have benefited so much as Meerut from the introduction 
of tne canal. A larger proportion of cultivated land is under canal-irrigation than in 
any other part of the North-Western Provinces. The percentage in Meerut for 1872- 
73 was 16‘5 against 15'8 for Moozuffernuggur, 12 - 8 for Boolundshuhur, 9‘8 for Ally- 
gurh, and 7'2 for Seharunpore, which districts are the next in rank to Meerut as 
regards canal irrigation. Tile average atmual irrigation for Meerut in the last ten 
years has been 220,0^6 acres, or upwards of 20 per cent, of the cultivated area. By far 
the greater part, viz., 82 per cent, of this irrigation, has been flush, whereas tho 
general average for the North-Western Provinces is only 71 per cent. 

91. Flush irrigation is practically so much cheaper than lift irrigation that this 
condition has made an important difference in the effect of the canal. The forward 
condition of the district was also in its favour. The canal water coming into a thickly- 
populated and well-manured district was much more utilizable than it would have been 
had the population been scanty and labour and manue scarce. (This has been already 
explained.) An unusual impulse was given, therefore, to the productive powers of the 
district, while at the same time the value of the produce was vastly increased by the 
rapid rise in prices which occurred during the term of settlement. The extension of 
cultivation was a necessary consequence. 

92. The increase in the area under cultivation has been about 69 to 81 per cent, 
of the total oulturable area. 

93. The advance in rent-rates, or the letting power of land, may be roughly 
deduced by the following calculation, which depends upon the assumed rates of tho 
settlement officers. 

94. The actual difference in cultivated area is 220,000 acres The existing all¬ 
round rent-rate for the district is Rs. 4 2-0 per acre. But this is too high a rate to be 
applied to the newly cultivated land, which is, of course, the poorest. It would not be 
safe to assume a higher rate than Rs. 2, which gives a rental of Rs. 4,40,000 to be 
assumed for the newly cultivated increment. 

95. The actual increase in tho irrigated area has been about 345,000 acres Now 
the rent-rate for irrigated land ranges from Rs. 3 to Rs. 6, while the rate for dry land 
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ranges only from Es. 1 to Ee. 4. The excess of the irrigated rate over the dry rate is 
therefore just Es. 2 an acre. But the increase must again be in the worst land, and 
an excess of Re. 1-8-0 is a sufficiently high assumption. The increase in the rental of 
the district due to irrigation may then be assumed to be Rs. 5,17,500,—t. e., 
Es. 3,45,000 X Ee. 1-8-0. 

96. The total rental due to increase of both cultivation and irrigation may then 
be roughly set down as Rs. 9,57,500. But the assumed rental of the present settlement 
exceeds that of the last settlement by about Rs. 1,630,000, The increase in the rental 
of the area cultivated at last settlement, due to increase in rent-rates, may accordingly 
be calculated at Es. 16,30,000, less Rs. 9,57,500, or Rs. 6,73,500,' which is 23 per cent, 
of Rs. 27,39,206, the rental assumed at last settlement. 

97. Rents have not yet risen in proportion to rent-rates. What, then, the rental 
actually is, is not stated. The prevalence of buttaee rents in some part of the district 
might render it difficult to set it down in rupees. But Mr. Forbes expressly states that 
his estimate is under rather than over the mark, and it may be assumed, therefore, that 
the real rise in rates is greater than that deduced from Mr. Forbes’ rental. The conclu¬ 
sion may be accepted that the average rise in rent-rates, on which Mr. Forbes’ new 
rental is founded, is somewhere between 20 and 30 per cent. But the following table, 
in wlrieh the relative advance of the rate iu each pergunnah is exhibited, shows that the 
rise has been very far from equal throughout the district:— 


Pergunnah. 
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... 
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4 4 

3 
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3 
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10 
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... 
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8 

6 3 

4 

23 1 

Kotana, ... ... 

* »» 


... 
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11 
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6 
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Lbnee, ... ... 

HI 

III 

HI 

2 3 

3 

3 I 

3 
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Ml 
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rfra-T 

• •• 
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10 
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1H 
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6 
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10 
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... 

3 0 

7 

3 15 

6 

30 7 
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... 


... 

2 9 

3 

3 13 

4 

48'6 

Haupper, ... 

• «» 


HI 

2 12 

8 

3 7 

0 

28 1 

Sirdhanna, ... 



... 

4 9 

8 

5 2 

6 

11'9 

Gurhmookhtesur, ... 


HI 

... 

2 6 

4 

2 10 

6 
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3 
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10 

27*4 
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• H 

Hi 

... 

3 14 

3 

3 5 

2 

149 
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> .4 



2 11 

2 

3 12 

6 

40-1 
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... 


■;* 

2 2 

1 

2 15 
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98. The increase in Baghput is manifestly due to the improvement effected by 
the canal, which waters much land on the slope to the Jumna, in which wells had been 
impracticable, and to the improvement in the Goojur cultivation, which has already 
been noticed. 

99. The rise in Jcllalabad and Meerut is explained by the introduction of the 
canal into a fertile soil. The low position in the list of the four pergunnahs marked 
with an asterisk is duo to the high rentals fixed on the transfer of the Sumroo estate, 
which allowed less room for enhancements than elsewhere; while Pooth and Gnrb- 
mookhtesur owe their place to their still backward condition, and to the extreme 
poverty of a great, part of their soil. 
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BOARD’S REVIEW. 

101. The foregoing paragraphs contain a summary of Messrs. Forbes’ and Por¬ 
ter’s rent-rate reports, with regard to which I am, in conclusion, directed to submit the 
following remarks by the Board of Revenue. 

102. In his “ memorandum upon the mode of ascertaining and fixing rates of 
assessment in the Meerut Distriet,” Mr. Forbes explains how ho worked out his 
“ produce and soil reut-rates,” “ and also his village or estate class rates,” but in 
his rent-rate reports he lias given no detailed soil rates, nor has he given soil areas. 

103. The Board take his rent-rate report on the Haupper Pergunnah, of which 
the Nos. II. and III. Statements are at hand. He writes as follows:—“ Proposed, demand 
now fixed .—The proposed demand has beon fixed upon after the usual careful exami¬ 
nation of each individual village classification as to soils and capabilities, and assess¬ 
ment of lands on the basis of rents actually found prevailing. The rates of rent, as 
stated above, vary considerably, from 4 annas per kuchha beegah—cash rates for the 
vory poorest land—to Re. 1-4 per kuchha beegah.” 

“ Prevailing rents .—The ordinary rate, howover, for good irrigated land is Re. 1 
per kuchha beogah, and is so general as to be almost universal, and, unless whero the 
-oils have been of poor quality, I have always taken as my rate for irrigation. On 
the unirrigated lands, again, tho rubhee harvest is so uncertain on the light soils of this 
pergunnah, that I have preferred in all oases to assess at khureef crop rates, which 
may bo said to be 8 annas per kuchha beegah, or Re. 1-3-2 per acre revenue-rate.” 

104. It is not possible on such data (and these are all tho data which the 
Haupper report supplies) to form any opinion ou tho adequacy or inadequacy of the 
revised assessment. 

105. Turning to the Nos. II. and III. Statements, we find no means of ascertain¬ 
ing the rates for (1) irrigated, and (2) unirrigated land. The area of each description 
• it soil, and also the irrigated and unirrigatod areas, and tho rental value at assumed 
iverago rates for soils are given. But the rental thus deduced is not made tho basis of 
assessment. Mr. Forbes has admitted as much in paragraph 13 of his memorandum, 

nd the following examples of his village statements will show clearly that it is not so. 
They are taken at random from the No. III. Statement of Pergunnah Haupper :— 


Board a review. 


Mr, Forbes’ remarks on 
Pergunnah Haupper. 


Examples from Nos. II. 
and III. Statements. 
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Miscellaneous Remarks. 


“ This is a fair average estate on its upper higher lauds, but it has poor sloping 
lauds down to the Nuddee which runs through a corner of its area, and an amount 
of very sandy rouslee and bhoor, most of which is unirrigated and dependent upon 
the rainfall. 

“ Much of this unirrigated rouslee might be brought under wells by the expendi¬ 
ture of capital, but it is entirely cut off from canals by its high level. 

*•' Its irrigated area is nearly 50 per cent, of its cultivated, and, for the reasons 
stated, I think the proprietors have done as much as we can look for in having done so 
much. 

“They were assessed high at last settlement, and it proves that my proposed rate 
for this and like villages of its class are very light. Its assessment must remain close 
upon that formerly assessed, and the rates I propose are Re. 1-12-9 upon its fair and 
irrigated land, and Re. 1-8-0 upon the rouslee nnirrigated, leaving the Ihoor untouched 
as a margin. This margin for improvement therefore consists of the bhoor unassessed 
u'ilh revenue and unirrigated rouslee to be brought under wells. The unassessed 
bhoor will bear its usual rental of course in our nikasees and papers, but I simply 
leave it out of cultivation in assessment. 

“ There is a great activity and energy apparent in the system of agriculture, and 
the people seem well-to-do.” 

“ An estate with the larger portion of its area of good uniform soils and beautifully 
irrigated like its neighbour villages Alumpore, Kumalporo, &c. There is a large tract 
of jheel land, dakur soils subject to floods, and inferior in quality as regards soils, which 
brings down the average assessment. Allowing for the jheel land and sloping land, 
the class rate still gives a slight increase.” 

“ This a community of Jats, with an estate of the poorest description. Just round 
about the village itself they have built pucka wells, and have forced fertility into the 
soil, but the greater mass of the land is very poor rouslee and abominable Moor, 
high drift-sand hillocks. 

o 

“ With their irrigated lands in any Re. 1-12-9 rate class, the remainder must all be 
at the lowest rate. The cultivators, some of whom are Jats, pay but'aee at cue-half; 
two favored cultivators are said to be paying bakund or two-fifths.” 

“ A poor second-rate village, with a small area of fair soils, and a large amount 
of poor land, bhoor, rouslee, and hard stiff soil, wanting more working iudustry and 
energy than the Rajpoots of the village will put into the work. 

“ There are some wells, and the whole condition of the village must be vastly 
improved.” 

“ A small wretched outlying hamlet belonging to Chupkowlee. 

“ What cultivation there is, is patchy and uncared for, and there is a large tract 
>f uncultivated low laud on the Kalee Nuddee. 

“ Oluipkowlee itself is on the high level lands, but its three outlying estates, 
Sadoolapore, Sheonuggur, and the greater part of Moheeoodeenporo, consist of the 
poor sloping lands towards the Cboiyor and Kalee Nuddee, like Bagurhpore and 
jSadoolapore Bhoolgurhee. But much yet might be done with them, especially with 
the level low lands on the Nuddee. 

“ I am inclined to assess this at about 12 annas per acre, but there is no guide 
that would be fair for their cultivation, and includes something for their thatching grass 
lands, which must be made to pay, or the khadir wiil .never pome-UBvfer TUa uloujih.” 

7 m 


Mouzah Acheja Ruahk- 

pore. 


Mouzah Ahmudpore, 


Mouzah Alabukshpore. 


Mouzah Hajeepore. 


Mouzah Sacloolapore 
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Board’s review, 106. It is evident from the remarks which have been quoted that Mr. Forbes 

^uiTin State meins 3 11 threw over the rental by soil rates shown in his No. Ill Statement, and assessed on 
all-round rates deduced from personal enquiry. These all-round rates were }ns “ own 
revenue class rates on cultivation, upon which,” he writes, “my chief dependence lies, 
using all others as checks and tests.” But Mr. Forbes does not alwaj's state in his 
miscellaneous remarks in Statement III. to which class the estate belongs, and the class 
rate is not always adopted. 

liouzah Asars. 107. For instance, in Mouzah Asara, a 3rd class village, the assumed rental at 

average rent-rates is Rs. 1,885. At 3rd class rate on cultivation it comes to Rs. 1,387 ; 
the jumma proposed is Rs. 875. In para. 55 of his memorandum above referred to, Mr. 
Forbes states that after ranking each village as it comes under personal observation 
in one or other of his five classes with all-round rent-rates ranging from Re. 1 per acre 
in the 5th to Rs. 3-9-7 per acre on the 1st class, he made “ allowances on the result of 
such examination for poor soils and sand ridges as may be found existing within the 
village area, or for other reasons which may seem to demand consideration ; and the 
jumma so revised is again put to the various tests described.” 

Kcmarks on Mr. Forbes’ 108. The Senior Member of the Board wrote in July 1866, that he bad “read 
with much interest Mr. Forbes’ memorandum. Conclusions deduced from such varied 
sources of information, and based upon such minute personal investigations made in 
each village from all classes of the agricultural community, are entitled to fullest confi¬ 
dence, and the soundness of Mr. Forbes’ judgment in applying his information to the 
practical assessment of the Government demand, leaves little room for doubting tho 
result of his assessment, which, I feel sure, will be equitable to both, as regards the State 
and the landholders. Mr. Forbes has shown me the elaborate record he has prepared 
for oach village, in which all the information collected is tabulated under the several 
heads, and copious notes, tho result of personal inspection and inquiry, are added.” 

109. Mr. Forbes has embodied in the miscellaneous remarks appended to State¬ 
ment 111. the result of his personal inquiries, and inspection of the villages surveyed, on 
which his assessments have really been founded. But fuller information is wanting 
regarding the extent of departure from rent-rates in the fixation of revenues. This, 
no doubt, would have been given in the final report, had Mr. Forbes been able to write 
it. While, however, the Board most regret that Mr. Forbes was not able, from failure 
of health, to send in a final review of his settlements, in which the information which 
is absent in the pergunnah rent-rate reports would doubtless have been supplied, they 
are confident that Mr, Forbes brought great local knowledge and sound judgment 
to bear on the revision of the Meerut assessment. 

110. That Mr. Forbes’ assessment is moderate, no one could deny after an exami¬ 
nation of his No. III. Statement. At tin sains time a comparison of the rate at which 
his revised jumma falls with those of the assessment which they repheed, and those of 
other districts, convinces the Board that the interests of tho State have not been sacri¬ 
ficed The revenue-rate of the late settlement was Rs. 2-1-10 per acre on the cultivated 
area: of the present it is Rs. 2-1-5, while the Government demand has risen from 
Rs, 18,26,141 to Rs. 21,84,675. Tho revised assessments in the neighbouring districts 
Moozuffernuggur and Boolundshuhur, are known to be very low. The revenue-rate 
per acre on cultivation in those districts is Re. 1-14-7 and Re. 1-9-8. Meerut is a far 
richer district than either of them, and the difference in the incidence of the jummas 
does not represent unfairly the difference in their rental value. 

111. Mr, Forbes’ assessment might have been pitched higher, had there not been, 
even by his rates, so large an enhancement as Rs. 3,58,534, or 19"5 per cent., on 
tho former jumma. It cannot he doubted that Mr. Forbes exercised a sound discretion 
when he took this fact into consideration. 


112. Mr. J. S. Porter’s reports are perhaps fuller, and give more details regard- 
vTork.' 0n f ° r 6 ing rent-rates. But he too has followed the plan pursued by Mr. Forbes, and has 
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based his assessments on class rates on the actual rents found to obtain in villages of 
the same class after a careful preliminary classification of the villages. One of the chief 
objects which both Mr. Forbes and Mr. Porter placed before them was the equalization 
of the incidence of the Government demand, and the mere enhancement of the revenue 
does not therefore show all that was done. 

113. Before closing this report, the Board would draw especial attention to the 
two suggestions which Mr. Forbes has made for the future improvement of the district. 

114. These are—(1) the advance of tuceavee loans for the construction of pucka 
wells on the slope to the Ganges and in some parts of Haupper and Jellalabad, with the 
proviso that a decision is at once made regarding the extension of the canal into these 
tracts ; (2) the adoption of some method by which the inroad of ravines in the Ganges 
cliff may be prevented (report on Pooth, para. 13): 

115. The improvement of the Ganges khadir , discussed by Mr. Porter in his 
Kithore report, especially in reference to the drainage of the Boorh Gnnga, which is 
flooded by the canal, is another point worthy of consideration. The backward condition 
of the khadir is also noted by Mr. Forbes in the 29th paragraph of his report on Pooth, 
and it would appear desirable that some active stops should be taken for its ameliora¬ 
tion. 

116. The Board desire me finally to solicit the sanction of Government to the 
assessment of the Meerut District. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

E. C. BUCK, 

Officiating Secretary, 


Board’s review. 


Mr. Forbes’ suggestion for 
improving the district. 






MEMORANDUM UPON THE MODE OF ASCERTAINING AND FIXING 
RATES OF ASSESSMENT IN THE MEERUT DISTRICT. 


1. In order to avoid the repetition, which would necessarily occur if the mode 
of determining rates was explained in detail as each pergnnnah of the district came 
under review, I prefer once for all to give full explanation in a memorandum, leaving 
any extraordinary test of such rates, or departure from the system as may be pursued 
in any particular pergunnab, to be troated of as each division of the district comes 
under review. 

2. In the first place the ordinary methods of deducing soil and produce rates have 
been adopted. 

3. A table of nijkaree and zubtee rates is prepared in the following manner :— 

Hijkaree Rales .—A kunkoot is made in a certain number of villages contained in 
each pergunnah. This is done in each denomination of soil and of each kind of crop', 
in well, tank, and canal-irrigated, as well as in unirrigated land. From the outturn 
is deducted the cultivator’s share at the average proportion found to prevail in the 
pergunnah. 

4. In order to ascertain this average, the rate of shares enjoyed by the cultiva¬ 
tors are obtained from each village in the pergunnah. 

5. After deducting such share, the remainder is valued at the average “ village 
rate" for the past ten years. 

By “ village rate ” is meant that prevailing between the dealer and the grower, 
as distinguished from tho higher rate which prevails in the market. 

6. We obtained two produce value tables,—one from tho prices current for ten 
years, and tho other from a careful scrutiny and abstract made from mahajun’s books: 
the former being used as a check upon the latter, we adopt the latter for our purposes. 

7. Thus a nijkaree rate for each crop in each description of soil, irrigated or 
unirrigated (the irrigated being again subdivided under the heads of wells, tanks, and 
canals), for a cortain area is obtained. 

8. Zubtee Rates. —But as a test of the kunkoot , and also for the zubtee crops, 
which could not be so measured, the money rates prevailing over the whole pergunnah, 
for every description of crop and soil, are ascertained from putwaree’s papers, rent suits, 
and by verbal enquiries from zemindars and putwarees, and an average of the whole 
struck. 

9. These combined nijkaree and zubtee, or money rates, are then applied to the 
soils and crops actually under cultivation in a certain number of villages, and the 
division of the total money values into tho total cultivated areas give the averages for 
each soil for the total and for each kind of irrigation, for nnirrigated, and lastly, the 
average of all these give the average rate for the cultivated area of the pergunnah. 

10. The pergunnah rates so obtained are assessed upon the soils of different 
denominations under each kind of irrigation, as also upon unirrigated, for the whole 
pergunnah, and the pergunnah assumed jummabundee is obtained. 

11. Tho same process being followed in the case of each individual mouzah and 
estate, its assumed jummabundee is found. 

1 
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12. But the above is necessarily work to be prepared by Native agency, through 
the tehseeldars, and partly obtained from records in the office. Data so collected and 
compiled needed to be carefully tested in every way. Even with the most careful 
testing and examination, I look upon such data not as the foundation of an assessment 
but as the test by which to prove the results of the Settlement Officer’s conclusions after 
personal investigation into the condition of each village and estate. 

13. No average rates which could be prepared would justify a “chamber” 
assessment of the whole pergunnah, and thus, when I say that such and such are my 
ascertained assumed rates for a pergunnah, I would reserve the right in fixing the 
jummas of individual estates, of running up and down the scale, and finally, perhaps, of 
being on the whole rather over or under the pergunnah assessment, based strictly 
upon my assumed rates. 

14. Class Rates. —In addition therefore to the above “produce and soil rent- 
rates,” I have proceeded to form “ village or estate class rates ” in the manner 
following:— 

15.. Each village in the pergunnah is visited and narrowly examined in every 
part, and, with reference to every particular, by the assessing officer ; notes aro made 
of its condition, nature, and fertility of the soils ; capabilities and actual amount of 
irrigation, whether from wells, tanks, or canal; its population and class of cultivators ; 
and, as part of its condition, its cultivation as compared with its area, and the capability 
for extending its cultivation. In fact, every point which should meet with a Settlement 
Officer’s attention is noted down. 

16. Sample villages aro taken, and around these are grouped in classes the other 
villages of the pergunnah. I cal them “ classes” in preference to “ circlesbecause it 
by no means follows that contiguous villages come within the same class; often it may 
be so, but such exceptions cannot be made the rule. 

17. In thus personally examining the pergunnah, the most extensive and accu¬ 
rate data can be obtained regarding rates of rent. 

18. Riding through the fields of a village, the scattered cultivators are questioned 
as to the amount of land they hold in cultivation and the rants they pay, whether in 
kind or in cash, whether on certain crops, or, as it very often happens, by “all round” 
rates—that is, land taken at a certain rate in the lump, good and bad, irrigated and 
unirrigated, whether to be 9own with pulses, wheat, or cane. 

19. Then follows a visit to the village itself, and a chat with the peoplo round 
the sugar-mill, which becomes for the occasion the centre of attraction alike to the busy 
and idle, and the information gathered from the fields is confirmed or corrected, or 
reasons for contradictions discovered. Thus the cultivator in his field when questioned 
will state that he pays Rc. 1-9-6 all round per beegah for his land. On going into 
the village, the landlord at the sugar-mill telis you he takes Re. 1-8-0 all round ; he is 
checked, and told that you know better. Then the intelligent inhabitants step forward 
to cut the knot, and explain that one anna on the rupee is charged in addition for “ mul- 
bah” or cesses. 

20. In tliis way, having grouped the villages in classes, and ascertaining the 
rate 3 from a large number where cash rates prevail, we arrive at very aocurate “ class 
rates,” and are enabled to test the rent-tables previously referred to. 

21. It is extraordinary bow nearly rents are assimilated throughout the country, 
and bow closely, after practice, one can determine, from an examination of the village 
lands, the exact amount of rent prevailing. 
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22. Thus, it may be seen that my trust as an Assessing Officer is placed entirely 
upon the conclusions. and results I have personally arrived at from my visit to each 
village. Those results I test and compare in every possible way by the other data pre¬ 
pared after the usual methods, but by the hands of others. 

23. Having arranged my groups or classes of villages, I arrive at a rough esti¬ 
mate of the proper jumma to be borne by them by applying to each the rate of its 
class, and that jumma is compared and tested by the rent and soil-rates for the pergunnah. 

24. Throughout my work I have steadily kept this fact in mind, that the pre¬ 
sent operations simply constitute a revision of an old and successful settlement, not 
the forming of a new and untried one, and again that we are now about to fix a per¬ 
manent assessment, not a temporary one. 

25. The two principal features of the Governor-General’s Minute upon the perma¬ 
nent settlement were these,—1st, that whether an estate was now to be permanently 
settled or not, the jumma which it would ultimately have to pay in permanency should 
be declared; and secondly , that in order to bring estates, as soon as possible, up to the 
standard required for permanent settlement, progressive jumma might be fixed. 

Few Settlement Officers of the present day approved of the former of these 
orders; but whatever may be, as a general rule, the objection to progressive jummas, 
there are circumstances found to exist, when making a permanent settlement, which 
would appear to render thorn necessary. 

The Secretary of State for India put his veto on both these measures, and I will 
attempt to show the difficulty to he met with, and which I have referred to as the con¬ 
sideration so trying to Settlement Officers. 

26. Sir H. Elliot, in his letter No. 140, printed at page 177 of Vol. 1. of Set¬ 
tlement Report, says in para. 26, “ that which is a liberal allowance and affluence to 
some men, is ruin to others. If, for instance, there are two mouzahs corresponding 
in every respect to each other, each of which should be assessed at a jumma of 
R$. 1,000, but of which one only pays at present Rs. 500, and the other Rs. 1,500, it is 
manifest that tlie increase in the former case would reduce the proprietors to indigence, 
would deprive them suddenly of all the substantial comforts they bad been able to 
enjoy, and would degrade them from the respectable position they had hitherto held in 
society, ” &c. &c. I will quote no more; but be proceeds to picture the opposite case of 
abatement of the higher jumma. 

27. This is just the difficulty I now find staring me in the face—at every turn I 
find even more startling differences. I find, for example, two villages side by side; the 
one haB been paying a revenue rate of 13 annas 5 pies per aero, and tlio other Rs. 4 
and 11 pies per acre, and the former is in every respect—in soils, in irrigation, and in 
population—the better and richer village of the two. I propose to reduce the revenue 
rate of the poorer village one-lialf, yet at that same rate the jumma of the richer is 
increased from Rs. 730 to Rs. 2,100. Under these circumstances, what is to be done? 
I find thriving Goojur villages paying the proposed rates in the vicinity; I see that 
its irrigated area is 781 acres to 168 unirrigated, with the capability from canal and 
wells, the latter still in full work of irrigating every beegah. 

28. If the Governor-General’s proposed system in this respect had been approved, 
there would have been no difficulty in bringing it up during the next ten years to its 
proper jumma, but when I am forbidden to fix a progressive jumma, the case presents 

difficulties. 

29. I am not however impressed with the idea of the same amount of danger 
-which, from his writing, Sir H. Elliot would appear to have held. So long as we avoid 
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an excessive rate, I do not think that a moderate assessment, however mnch it raises 
the jumma, will affect the proprietors in the manner and to the extent pointed out. 
Natives are not like Europeans in this respect: the wife of the thriving proprietor may 
invest in an extra gold bangle, but she still makes cakes in the yard ; the sons plough, 
but continue to eat the toughest chupaties. 

The agriculturists as a body do not improve to any visible extent their mode and 
style of living in proportion to their increasing prosperity. We find every day the pro¬ 
prietors suing their tenants for enhancement of rents, claiming double and treble the 
rates hitherto paid, and all parties agreeing to the decisions of arbitrators, raising them 
simply on the ground that like soils and tenants in the neighbouring villages pay at 
such rates,—why then, in dealing with whole estates and proprietors, should we hesitate 
when certain that we are moderate in our rates, and demanding as the Government 
revenue the amount only justly due ? I have no such fears, but still a heavy increase 
is a severe shock to any tax-payer, and I would rather have been allowed to work up 
such estates as that I have made examplo of, by degrees, to its permanent assessment. 

30. X must necessarily feel hesitation in expressing opinions on questions of set¬ 
tlement opposed to so high an authority as my predecessor in the settlement of Mee¬ 
rut, and can only account for such rashness in pointing out the great changes which 
have come over the country since the date of his report, and the fact that whereas his 
was a temporary, mine is to be a permanent assessment. Any reductions or allow¬ 
ances he might make tended to improve the revenue in future years ; mine, on the con¬ 
trary, if mado without the utmost certainty as to their justice, would involve a loss to 
the State without hope of remedy. 

31. At the same time, therefore, as I differ on the question of raising jummas, 
so am I constrainod to dissent from the course pointed out in para. 21 of the same 
report. Sir H. Elliot there says—“ When a mouzah has hitherto paid its revenue with 
ease, and no cause whatever exists for abating it, except the fact of its paying a higher 
average than prevails in the neighbourhood, I have not thought it necessary to lower 
it. To this rule I cannot hold myself bound. There Rre certain industrious classes, 
such as the Jats of this district, who would thrive and pay their revenue with ease— 
even if you doubled the rate abovo the average. I can point out villages the finest, the 
richest, the best cultivated, und whoso proprietors pay with the regularity of machinery, 
and yet it is a known fact that they aro deriving profits below thoso of cultivators in 
villages more fortunate. As regards the rate of assessment, such cases demand, in the 
name of justice and humanity, that we should reduce. It will be to the'benefit of the 
country that we do so. There are proprietors, who, if you gave them their estates 
rent-free, would run into debt, and let their land go to the civil hammer ; only let the 
Jats got their heads above water, and instead of such forced sales falling to tho bunniahs 
and mabajuus of the towns, wo shall find the Jats coming forward as auction-purchasers : 
they can outbid the moneyed citizens ; the latter goes to the auction having calculated 
to a fraction the profit ho can make from the lands, and he dare net go beyond it. The 
Jat can make the earth give forth a rupee, whore the bunuiah, with his Goojur or 
Churaar cultivator, would with difficulty have raised 4 annas. 

32. I will mention here a fact which I think unique as an example of the progress 
of the present day. An estate was to bo sold on the high land above the Ganges; a 
large number of Jats from scattered villages, in no less than three pergunnabs on the 
Jumna side of the district, clubbed their resources, bought the village, and sent forth 
a colony to inhabit and cultivate it. 

33. Sir H. Elliot’s settlement of Meerut was, and I believe it is now allowed to 
have been, one of the best, if not the best, in the North-West Provinces, and perhaps no 
district has been more regular in the payment of its revenue. Notwithstanding this, 
the highest rates of the last settlement will, as a rule, prove too high for the present 
assessment. 
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34. Without referring to isolated eases, in which, without, as far as we can new 
see, any substantial reason, exorbitant rates were taken, the highest revenue rate for a 
whole pergnnnah was that fixed for Chuprowlee, which used to be considered the 
garden of Meerut; here Rs. 3-9-7 per acre was taken 4 'all round” as the average 
revenue rate. I have personally examined each village in the best pergunnahs, and my 
late Assistant, Mr. Crosthwaite, did the same in others nearly as good, and nowhere 
throughout the district could we find a higher rate of rent prevailing than Re. 1-8 per 
kutcka beegah, which, at half assets, gives Rs. 3-9-7 per acre as the revenue rate. 
Nowhere would I now propose that as a rate for the pergunnah; with a large area of 
culturable waste, affording a margin to work upon, it might stand for separate estates, 
but under few other conditions. 

Only then under those separate estates, which have such a margin of culturable 
land, or in which even at that rate the proprietors would enjoy a large reduction from 
their present jumma, will I recommend that rate to be maintained. 

35. Sir H. Elliot in his report above referred to, gave in para, 10, as bis general 
ascertained rent-rates for the district, the following :— 

Es. a. p. Es. a. p. He. a. p. 

Irrigated, ... ... ... 2 4 0 3 0 0 4 0 0 

ITnirrigated Dakur, «•« ,..1 0 0 180 200 

„ Seota, ... ... 0 12 0 1 0 0 1 4 0 

„ Bhoor, 080 0 12 0 100 

The above were obtained by enquiries amongst zemindars and putwarees, and also 
by tho conversion of average produce into the market values. I have added <4 cul¬ 
tivators” as one of my sources for the attainment of information, and have satisfied my¬ 
self thereby of the general close approximation of the former rates to those now exist¬ 
ing, and as simply conducting a revision of settlement. My predecessor’s work thus 
forms a safe basis upon which to carry on operations. 

My own revenue class-rates on cultivation, upon which, as will have been soeu, 
my chief dependence lies, using all others as checks and tests, are as follows : — 

Class I. ClasB II. Class III. Class IV. Class V. 

Es. a. p. Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p, Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Fei' kutcha beegah, ... 0 12 0 0 10 0 0 8 o 060 038 

Per acre, ,,.397 300 264 1129 100 

As stated above, Class I. rates will be only applied in very exceptional cases; Class II. 
is very common in several of the best pergunnahs, but could never be the average of a 
whole pergunnah. Class lit. will undoubtedly be nearly the average of all the best 
pergunnahs—about six in number; Class IV. will be the average rate for all the second 
rate pergunnahs; Class V. cannot be the average rate for any one pergunnah, but, as in 
the case of Class I., will be only applied in exceptional instances. 

Each village of a pergunnah, as it comes under personal examination, being ranked 
as previously stated in para. 20 in one or other of these classes, allowances are made 
as the result of such examination for poor soils or sand ridges, which may be found 
existing within the village area, or for other reasons which may seem to demand con¬ 
sideration, and the jumma so revised is again put to the various tests described. 

36. Until, therefore, I have fixed my class-rates, and tested them by the produce 
and soil rates, my pergunnah rent-rates cannot be said to have been finally determined. 
Consequently when reporting such pergunnah rates for the approval of the Board, I 
am at the same time prepared to proceed to the last operation and declare assessments. 

(Sd.) WILLIAM A. FORBES, 

Collector and Settlement Superintendent. 

Dated the Ytth November , 1866. 
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Note by Ms. Thornhill, Senior Member of the Sudder Board of Revenue, North- 
Western Provinces, dated Ylth July , 1866. 

[First portion. The second portion, which criticizes the assessment of certain of the pergunnahs, will be 

found at the conclusion of the pergunnah reports,] 

I have read with much interest Mr. Forbes’ memorandum on the mode 

* The memorandum adopted in the Meerut District for ascertaining and fixing 

which is dated 17 th No- j-atgg of assessment.* 
vernber, 1866 , must have 

been read by the Senior „ , . ,, ,, , .. n 

Member before formal Conclusions deduced from such varied sources of miorma- 

subnnssion to the Board. tion, and based upon such minute personal investigations made 
in each village, from all classes of the agricultural community, are entitled to the 
fullest confidence; and the soundness of Mr. Forbes’ judgment in applying his informa¬ 
tion to the practical assessment of the Government demand, leaves little room for 
doubting the result of his assessment, which I feel sure will be equitable both as regards 
the state and the landholders. 

Mr. Forbes has shown me the elaborate record he has prepared for each village, 
in which all the information collected is tabulated under the several heads, and copious 
notes, the result of personal inspection and enquiry, are added. 

In reference to paras. 25 to 29 of the memo., in which the difficulty arising from 
unequal assessments at the former settlement is noted, and more particularly with 
reference to the 28th para,, it appears to me that the course to be followed in such 
cases has been indicated by the Secretary of State. 

The case given is that of a village in which the rate is (say) only one-fifth of that 
which is readily obtained from an adjoining village, possessing no superior advantages 
of soil or means of irrigation. 

If the village which now pays too high a jumma is rated equitably, and that 
which is now so Very inadequately assessed is raised at once to a fair jumma, the latter 
will break down. 

In this case I see no objection to a progressive jumma. The Secretary of State 
does not prohibit progressive jummas in the abstract, but only directs that no settle¬ 
ment shall be declared permanent, when the ultimate jumma cannot at once be 
imposed. 

In the ease of the village given as an example by Mr. Forbes, the existing jumma 
is Rs. 730, the fair jumma will be Rs. 2,100. 

It is evident that, under the ruling of the Secretary of State, no permanent engage¬ 
ments can be made in such a case. 

But the objections which ordinarily apply to russuddee jumma do not affect a case 
of this kind. 

Russudee jummas are objectionable when they impose a constantly increasing 
demand upon villages which can only meet that demand by enhanced production. 
Consequently when any unforeseen occurrence interferes with the anticipated pro¬ 
gress, or, in the event of that progress not being equal to the anticipations of the 
settlement officer, the village breaks down altogether. 

In the case now under consideration, there is no such contingent charge necessary 
to enable the progressive demand to be met; its resources are already equal to the 
ultimate demand, and the only change which is requisite is in the expenses of the 
landholders, whose past income will now have to be curtailed. 

If the fair jumma of the estate is Rs. 2,100, wo may suppose that the rental is 
Rs. 4,200 at the least. The jumma hitherto paid has been Rs. 730, and the proprietor 
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lias therefore been in the enjoyment of a net income of Rs. 3,470. This is to 
be curtailed to an income of Rs. 2,100, and it would no doubt be a hardship to have 
to give up at once Rs. 1,370 ; because all the zemindars’ expenses have been framed 
in accordance with the income he has hitherto enjoyed. 

I do not think, however, that it would be necessary to allow so long a period to 
elapse before estates in this category are brought up to the full jumma, and should 
have considered four years ample time to allow for the zemindar to adjust his expenses 
to his income. 

I quite agree with the opinion expressed by Mr. Forbes in his 30th paragraph. 
The State has limited its demand to a certain fixed share of the zemindars’ rent-roll, 
and this rent-roll is calculated upon equitable and most carefully scrutinized data. 
There is, therefore, no reason why a larger share than that which the Government 
has determined to be its fair due, should be now demanded from any landholder 
merely on the score of his having hitherto paid a larger amount with punctuality. This 
argument, if carried to its legitimate conclusions, would render it necessary to surren¬ 
der a portion of the Government due, in cases where the full demand was paid with 
difficulty, until wc reached the sum which a bad or improvident landlord could readily 
spare. 


REPORTS ON TRE PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS OF THE PERGUNNAIIS 
OF THE MEERUT DISTRICT: by Mr. FORBES, COLLECTOR OF 
MEERUT, IN CHARGE OF THE SETTLEMENT, and Mr. J. PORTER, 

ASSISTANT SETTLEMENT OFFICER. 

In submitting the statements of the proposed revenue rates and jummas for the CHUPROWLEE 
° 1 1 ° BAROTE 1 

Pergunnahs of Chuprowlee and Barote, I shall treat both divisions jointly as a whole, jj y jj#. Fohbbs—1 

owing to the similarity of their natural features and conditions of prosperity. 

2. Boundaries: Chuprowlee .—The Pergnnnah of Chuprowlee is situated in the 
north-western angle of the district; it is bounded on the north by the Moozuffer- 
nuggur District, on the south by Pergunnah Kotanah, on the west by the river Jumna, 
and on the east by the boundary of the Barote Pergunnah, coinciding vory nearly with 
the line of the Eastern Juinna Canal, and forms in shape almost an exact square. 

3. Barote .—The Pergunnah of Barote is a long narrow’ strip running down 
from the Moozuffernuggur District on the north, to the Baghput Pergunnah on the 
south, while its western boundary may be said to be formed by the Eastern Jumna 
Canal, and its eastern by the Krishnee Nuddee and the Burnawah Pergunnah. 

4. General Features.—With the exception of some few villages which will bo 
specially noticed, these two pergunnahs, throughout their whole area, resemble each 
other olosely in the fertility of their soil, their capability for well-irrigation, and the 
class of their inhabitants. 


5. Fertility of Soils .—The soils are almost uniformly of the very best descriptions, 
Tanda 1 ' chiefly a rich loam yielding the finest products, and denomi- 

Naugui. I | _ nated in the statements as muteear. The exceptions, as allowed 

Chuprowlee. | 2- to in the foregoing para., are villages bordering on tho Jumna 

Badurkha. J r - j n Chuprowlee and the Krishnee Nuddee, in Barote, the vil¬ 

lages noted in the margin. The former, the five first enumerated, have a belt of sandy 
Agara q soils, varying in extent lying along the high bangur immedi- 

Bidowtee. j ^ ately above the khadir or river-lands of the Jumna, while the 

Gopaipoor. I g lands lying at a further distance from the river are identical 

ThuJ a i H in fertility and other characteristics with the rest of the per- 

Gondcra. J gunnah. The latter seven villages in all have much sand and 

poor raviny land along the bangur above the Krishnee Nuddee. 

In fixing the assessment on these villages due allowance has in each case been made 
for these inferior descriptions of land. 


CHUPROWLEI 



tUPROWLEE AMD 
BAROTE. 

' Mb. Fobbm— 1866 , 


BAROTE. 
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6. The late Sir Henry Elliot in his report on the last settlement, notices the per- 
gunnah of Chuprowlee as tho finest in the district, and more capable than any other of 
bearing an uniform average of assessment—an opinion in which, after a careful personal 
examination of all its villages, I fully concur. 

7. Capability of Irrigation. —The capability lor well-irrigation is throughout excel¬ 
lent, but during the currency of the last settlement the whole area of both pergunnahs 
may bo said to have come under the influence of canal-irrigation, and in eonsequonco 
its wells have in a great measure fallen into disuse, and well-sinking has been almost 
entirely abandoned. It would, however, bo fortunate if the people would take further 
advantage of the natural facilities for well-irrigation, and thus guard against the 
uncertainties of the canal supply—a precaution which some of the enterprizing Jat pro¬ 
prietors in this neighbourhood have already begun to recognize. 

8. Three Class of Inhabitants: Proprietors. —In both pergunnahs large Jat com¬ 
munities predominate, and this locality may be said to be the stronghold of the Juts 
in the district. In some of these communities tho Mahajuns and Brahmans have 
managed to obtain a slight footing. There are, however, but few villages where the 
proprietary right belongs exclusively to some other class. 

Thus in only four out of 31 estates in Chuprowlee, and in 14 out of 58 estates in 
Harote, have the Jats no rights. 

9. Cultivators. —As might be expected with such large Jat communities, wo 
find that among the total cultivating body this class bears a still greater proportion to 
other classes than it does among the proprietors, as in many cases they cultivate the 
greater part of other villages where they have no proprietary rights. 

10. Former Assessment: Chuprowlee. —In proceeding to the assessment of the 
Chuprowlee Pergunnah, the lato Sir Henry Elliot explains in his report that be was 
guided by a comparison of the results obtained by the application of two distinct 
systems of rates —firstly, a rental rate varying on irrigated and unirrigated laud at 
Rs. 5 and Rs. 2-8-0 per pucka bcegab respectively; and secondly , by applying an uni¬ 
form rate—a system of calculating the jumma not in common, as be says, in that part 
of the country of Rs. 3-7-9 per acre on cultivation for the Government demand, with¬ 
out specification of soil or division into irrigated and unirrigated. The results of 
assessment under both these systems were very nearly the same, and ha ving made duo 
allowance for three villages which he considered incapable of bearing the uniform rate, 
he finally fixed the Government rovenuc below the sum produced by the universal 
application of the uniform rate, recommending at the same time that those deficient 
villages should ultimately be raised to the full standard. 

11. The working of this assessment as a whole proves that Sir Henry Elliot was 
right in the opinion he expresses that the pergunnah was not over-assessed; for it is 
found that, during the currency of his settlement, only 15 per cent, of the total area 
has passed by transfer, including public and private sales and mortgages from tho 
bauds of the original proprietors; and that in respect, of the realization of the revenue, 
we find that in no case has any necessity for remission arisen, on only two occasions 
has default occurred, and in both these cases the balance was liquidated on the threat 
of transfer of the defaulter’s position as malgoozaf. 

12. Barote. —With the exception of five villages, the whole of the Barote Fer- 
gunnah was originally included in the Begum Sumroo’s Estate, and settled by Mr. Flow- 
den about the year 1840, the date of that officer’s final report. 

13. Tho oppressed condition of the villages comprised within the Begum Sumroo’s 
estate previous to that settlement has been clearly and fully described by Mr. Flowden, 
and needs not that I should again enter upon tho subject; but the reasons which have 
led mo to reduce the Government demand in man/ instances, as may' be seen from the 
separate detailed statements, may properly here bo explained whilst referring to the 
past assessment. 
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14. Writing on the mode of settlement under the late Begum, Mr. Plowden 
remarks: “These money rates were fixed and determined in each pergunnah, and were 
classified on the villages in each, in a ratio graduated to the caste of the cultivator of 
whom the Jats held the first rank.” 

In fact, the system which I now follow in regard to soils and capabilities, the 
Begum’s fiscal officers applied to classes of inhabitants—a course which all settlement 
officers are warned against “ directions,” but which I fear is even yet too frequently 
followed. 

15. 'Had these money-rat8s been fairly light, there would have been no great harm, 
but they are described as very high—far exceeding those of Zillah Meerut for similar 
kinds of produce, and in addition to them the unhappy people were saddled with numer¬ 
ous other impositions, such as “sayer” and “ abwab,” the extent or limit to which was 
very indistinctly defined, and heavy interest upon tuccavee advances, which advances were 
not made with a view to the improvement of the land, but in order to enable the cul¬ 
tivators to pay the exhorbitant assessment laid upon them. It may thus easily he 
understood how each year found the people in a worse position. Their landlord who 
should have protected them became an exacting creditor. 

16. The heavy Jat revenue rates which had been found to fall so oppressively on 
the people in the Begum’s time have, up to the present day, continued to exercise their 
influence. 

17. Mr. Plowden in proceeding to fix a fair jumma (vide para. 42 of his printed 
report) begins by declaring the Bogum’s last or three years’ settlement, as well as tha 
average collections for 20 years preceding that settlement, utterly inapplicable as guides} 
but some standard being necessary, he finds, aftor much enquiry and investigation into 
accounts and opinions, that a certain sum (Rs. 5,44,000) would be a fair assessment, and 
having assumed that he proceodcd to distribute it on the same principle on each per¬ 
gunnah separately. 

18. Thore can hardly be aclearer case of 11 chamber assessment than thisnor can 
itsurprisous when we find the most startling inequalities existing to this day : when we 
find estates paying less than one-third their net assets, and others in which the proprie¬ 
tors have struggled along with cultivating profits only. 

19. Notwithstanding that Mr. Plowden disclaimed the average collections of 20 
years as a guide, his report proves that he could not avoid putting them side by side 
with his proposed jumma for sake of comparison, and there is no doubt but that the 
“ investigation into accounts and opinions” left him with that same average as the 
basis of his assessment. 

20. There was another reason, however, which has not hitherto been explained f<?r 
the excessive taxation of the Jats under the Begum. Within the Sumroo Estate were 
found two parties, the Thuggas and the Jats, between whom the bitterest enmity exist¬ 
ed. The Begum’s Dewan wa3 a Thugga, and hence the men of that caste were treated 
with leniency, whilst the Jats were pushed to tho utmost. This enmity was increased 
by a circumstance which occurred at Bammylee, in the adjoining Pergunnah of Burna- 
wah, where the Thugga Dewan was murdered by the Jats of that village. 

In this way, by placing the slightest dependence upon an average of collections, 
the injustice which spring from old party-feuds has been continued up to the present 
time. 

21. Mr. Plowden, again, in apologizing for the considerable difference in the rates,. 
paid by Jats as compared witli others, quotes a “ recant writer,” whose name is not given,. 
who observes that a tax may be in the abstract heavy, but its weight is to be judged' 
by the proportion of increase which remains over to the payer. A tax on degrees of 
industry, Mr. Plowden observes, is therefore fair, for it is a tax on profits. 


CHUPROWLKE *si 
BAROTE1 
Mr* Fokots—1*6 



HUPBOWLEE and 
BABOVE; 

If*. POBBt8-18S6, 


WUPBOWLMS. 
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I would, on the other hand, rather maintain that although a tax on degrees of 
industry is a tax on profits, it is not fair, for it is also a tax on she expenditure of capital 
than which nothing can be more hurtful to the prosperity and advancement of a country. 
The recent writer could hardly have intended his argument to be so applied, 

22. I would disclaim any intention in the above remarks of disparaging Mr. Plow- 
den’s assessment. He was literally working in the dark, and availed himself of the 
best materials he could find to hand short of examining personally each village in detail. 

23. The relief granted, with the exemption from the systematic plunder and 
extortion of underlings, and the cesses and duties which had previously harassed the 
people, and paralyzed all commercial dealings (to quote Mr. Plowdeu’s words) was 
immediately felt. The Jats as well as all other classes arose with a rebound, and in 
no part of the district is the cultivation so rich or agriculture so advanced. 

24. Their own estates will not, however, contain them; they havo burst forth, and 
travel far to cultivate lands assessed at lighter rates, yet they hold to their villages, and 
will not leave tho infinitesimal ancestral shares in order to better themselves in other 
tracts less populated than thoir own. 

25. There are, however, signs which prove how little is wanting to move them— 
a lighter assessment enabling them to accumulate capital, and a law legalizing the 
enforcement of imperfect partition, whereby each man may learn what to call his own 
field, and find a value and a purchaser for it, will sond forth the industrious 
enterprizing Jats as colonists into tracts yet covered with grass and jungle, and raise 
them into the position of competitors with the bunniahs for the purchase of encum¬ 
bered estates. 

26. During the currency of the past settlement there have been no unrealized 
balances, and the transfers of property have only reached 20 per cent, of the total area. 

27. Proposed Assessment, —The method adopted for determining rates for assess¬ 
ment has been detailed in a separate memorandum. The system may be briefly des¬ 
cribed as grouping together villages in classes and applying to them the rates actually 
existing in typical villages possessing similar soils and capabilities. 

28. Chuprowlee. —Thus, although in Chuprowlee, by reason of the cultivation 
being carried on almost exclusively by proprietary bodies, fair rental rates may be 
said to bo unknown, yet in Barote, in estates selected as our types as possessing exactly 
similar characteristics, we find a common prevalent rental rate to be Rs. 1-8 per kutcha 
beegali, which is Rs. 7-3-2 per cultivated acre, corresponding exactly at half assets with 
the uniform rate determined upon for Chuprowlee by Sir II. Elliot, and allowed by 
the zemindars in tho vicinity to be fair and moderate. 

29. As a means of comparison also were formed the usual produce rates “ nij- 
karee ” and zubteo, which were found to coincide very nearly with those applied to the 
porgunuah by Sir II. Elliot as the first of his guides in fixing the assessment, whioh 
may be conveniently compared as below:—• 






Per irrigated. 

Acre unirrigated. 

Sir H. Elliot's produce rates, ... 

••• 



8 0 0 

too 

Present do. do., ... 

• »t 


Ml 

7 9 0 

4 13 9 

l 


30. Before proceeding to comparo tho amounts of rovenuo fixed on this por- 
gunnah in the past and present settlement, it must be noted that the dimensions of the 
pergunuah have been changed on two occasions in the interval,— -first, by tho addition 
in 1841 of the small pergunuah of Tandah, containing 12 villages, and again in 1852 
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by the exclusion of four villages. But as the villages thus added are of the same class 
both in soils and inhabitants with the old perguntiah, the alteration of area is of less 
importance in comparing tho relation of the Government demand and to the gross 
rental in the two settlements. 


This relation is exhibited in the following table :—> 



Gross rental by 
produce rates. 

Limit of Go¬ 
vernment de¬ 
mand. 

Government de¬ 
mand at uni¬ 
form rate. 

Assessment. ‘ 

f+ir H. Elliot’s Settlement, ... ... 

Present ditto, ... ... 

Rs. 

87,928 

2,16,000 

Rs. 

81,658 

1,08,000 

Rs. 

59,376 

89,725 

Rs. 

54,509 

89,725 

The demand from the pergunnah according to its present limits, as real 

ized in 1272 


Fuslee, was Rs. 83,854-12. The newly-estimated assessment will therefore give an 
increase on the whole pergunnah of Rs. 5,870-4-0. 

31. The incidence of the Government revenue as originally assessed by Sir H. 
Elliot, as realised in 1272 Fuslee, and as now proposed for the coming settlement on 
the cultivated malgoozaree, and total areas of the pergunnah as it now stands, are thus 
shown fractions being omitted ; — 



Total Area. 

a> 

V 

»-i 

1 

o 

bp 

n 

a 

i 

< 

cd 

k 

*4 

•3 

V 

d 

*"i 

Rate of Incidence per Acre of 
assessment. 

On total 
area. 

On malgoo¬ 
zaree, 

On eulti- 
' vation. 




Rs. 


Rs, 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Sir H. Elliot’s Settlement, 

fll 

8,491 

31,638 

24,912 

82,801 

2 4 4 

2 9 10 

3 5 2 

Present jumma, 


37,429 

33,691 

18 926 

f 83,654 

2 3 10 

B 7 10 

9 14 4 

Proposed assessment, 

••• i 


1 89,726 

2 6 3 

2 10 6 

3 1 6 


It thus appears that while the rate of incidence on the total and malgoozaree areas 
has been slightly raised, yet in spite of the increase of the demand, the assessment will 
fall lighter than the original settlement on the aore of cultivation. 


Tho reasons for this are those which might naturally be expected in a tract where 
cultivation has reached its utmost limit of extent, leaving no margin of culiurable waste, 
which when brought under the plough would reduce the rate of the demand. Improve¬ 
ment in this pergunnah must be looked for in an outlay of capital and introduction of 
higher farming not in the extension of the area.. 

Under these circumstances, it is obviously advisable for a Settlement Officer, to 
fall below rather than exceed the rate which under tho half assets principle must be 
justly demandable, leaving at the same time a fair margin for the vicissitudes of sea¬ 
sons, and the possible interruption to canal-irrigation. 

33. Barote .—The same method in fixing rates, and the same reasons for assess-, 
meiit have been adopted in the Barote Pergunnah, although, owing to the greater 
number of villages, with mixed and inferior classes of soil a3 enumerated in para. 5, the 
deduced soil and produce rates are below those of the Chuprowlee Pergunnah : — 



Per irrigated. 

Acre unirrigated. 

Mr- Flowden’s produce rates, ... »• 

Present produce rates, «.» •»» «»« 

Rs- a. p. 

6 14 0 

6 6 9 

Rs. a. p, 

S 7 o 

4 2 6 


CmJPHOWI.KKon 

BAR'-TE: 

By Mu. Fuatiun—188’ 


BAROTE. 



dUPROWLEE and 
BAttOTE: 

M*. ForBU— 1868 , 


POOTH: 

a. Fobbbs— 188 $. 
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34. As no gross rental was ascertained or recorded by Mr. Plowden, it is impos¬ 
sible to compare the relation between the Government revenue and total assets in the 
two settlements as was exhibited for the Chuprowlee Pergunnah, but the comparative 
rate of incidence of the two assessments on tho areas can be shown :— 



oJ 

<D 

o 

H 

Malgoozaree. 

Cultivated Area. 

, 

a 

i 

1-5 

| Bates of Incidence per Acre. 

On total 
area. 

On malgoo- 
zarte. 

1 

On cultiva¬ 
tion. 

Mr Plowden’s Settlement, 

Present demand, ... ) 

Proposed assessment, ... j 

48,765 ( 

48,7S4j 

Its. 

'40,575 

43,921 

33,380 

89,745 

i 

Fs. 

107,658 
( 107,478 
t 115,400 

Rs a. p. 

2 3 4 

2 3 3 

2 5 10 

Rs. a. p. 

2 11) 5 

2 7 2 

2 10 0 

1 

Rs. a. p. 

3 3 7 

2 M 3 
2)4 a 


Thus, as in the Chuprowlee Pergunnah, while the total demand is raised by 
Its. 7,742, the rate of incidence on cultivation is, however, the reasons for which have 
already been fully detailed in para. 32. 


35. General Remark. —In conclusion it remains to remark that the principle 1 
have throughout laid down of equalizing the rates of assessment, as far as practicable 
after personal inspection of the estates, has been strictly adhered to, and only deviated 
from in cases where peculiar circumstances rendered it inadmissible, and where the 
settlement could not be recommended as permanent. 


1. This pergunnah is situated in the extreme south-eastern corner of the Meerut 
District. It is bounded on ho north-east by tho river Ganges, on the south by the 
Boolundshuhur District, and ita base facing north-west adjoins the Gurhmooktessur 
Pergunnah. 

2- It may be said to be the poorest of all the Meerut pergunnahs as regards its 
soil and capabilities, and its population consists generally of the least industrious classes. 

3. General Features .—There is much kliadir or low river-lands along half its river 
frontage. The greater proportion of the soil of these lands is of a fair quality; parts of 
it are very good, producing fine sugar-cane, rice, wheat, and cotton, besides the ordi¬ 
nary kliureef crops ; but the cultivators being generally bad agriculturists, and the pro¬ 
prietor’s bad landlords, the most is not made of it, and wild pig jungle largely predomi¬ 
nates over the cultivated area. 

4. There are two monzahe situated entirely in Ibis khadir, and 13 mouzahs 
having part of their area in the kbadir and part on the high lands or bangur. Theso 
latter are from various causes the poorest villages iu the pergunnah. They stand high, 
and irrigation of every kind is almost impossible. They aromuch cut up by ravines, 
which by reason of the carelessness and want of intorost on the part of tho cultivators, 
and want of energy on the part of the proprietors, are year by year eating their way 
into the country, and encroaching upon tho cultivation. 

5. Throughout tho pergunnah there is ono marked peculiarity, which is not how¬ 
ever confined to this part of the district only. I refer to the lines of sand drift hillocks 
which cross tho country. 

6. These sand drifts, which are in some places still u moving,” cause great and 
sudden varieties in the nature and qualities of the soil. J3y the side of a fertile estate, 
with good well-irrigation, may he found another without any irrigation whatever, and 
with a soil producing the poorest and scantiest crops. 

7. In places these “drifts” have become fixed, and are gradually yielding to cul¬ 
tivation, but there is no cortainty that they will not in somo portion of their length 
again begin to “ move,” and obliterate the success achieved in fixing them. 
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8. I noticed above that this peculiarity is found elsewhere in the district. One 
notable ridge enters Meerut from the Moozuffernuggur District, and, traversing its 
entire length, crosses our frontier into Boolundsbuhur. This drift is still “active,” and 
moves throughout its whole course. It forms the “ butt” to the artillery practice range 
at Meerut. 

9. The same phenomena I have met with in England, and especially on the north 
coast of Devonshire and Cornwall, where mighty efforts are made to stop their dan¬ 
gerous advance. There, however, the source from whence the sand comes is known; 
it is advancing from the sea. Here wo know not from whence it comes, nor why it 
should from year to year maintain the same undeviating course. 

10. With exception of tho villages bordering on the khadir, and those actu¬ 
ally lying upon the sand drift ridges, those situated in the interior of the pergunnah, 
and as it were in the villages formed by the ridges, are of good average fertility, whilst 
a few are extremely rich. 

11. Tho area of land occupied by ravines calls for serious consideration. It is 
at present yearly increasing in extent without an attempt being made to stop its hurt¬ 
ful progress. The ground thus rendered for the timo useless and unproductive is 
admirably adapted for gardens, and the growth of timber generally. There are instances 
in the district where the Jats have terraced these lands, and the richest crops are flourish¬ 
ing on what the Pathans would call “ barren waste.” The Goojurs again wilfully 
allow the encroachment, for the ravines form splendid grazing-grounds for their herds. 

12. I do not think that any village, with a large extent of ravines within its area, 
is fit or entitled to receive permanent settlement, as no assessment of their real value 
can now be made. 

13. The steps I would recommend, and which I lose no opportunity of suggesting 
to the people, with a view to remedy the evil is as follows:—The area drained by each 
ravine is extremely limited in extent. Tho people, however, without the slightest 
knowledge of levels, always assure you that tho water flowing in any particular ravine 
comes from a distance of “ panch—sath kos,” whereas in reality an irregular-shaped 
triangle of at most one square mile in extent would cover the drainago area of the 
largest ravine. The sure and only means of stopping its encroachment upon cultivation 
is to raise light embankments (minds) round the cultivated fields and fallow land above 
the head of tho ravine, and next to cut the ravine itself into plots by earthen “ bunds” 
across the narrow “throats or passages.” Thus each field and each plot of ravine 
absorbs its own share of tho rainfall, aud the latter is at once ready to be ploughed up 
and sown up with keeker, sissoo, and other tree seeds, 

14. In the above remarks I am particularly referring to the Ganges ravines 
which would even grow sugar-cane. In those on the Jumna, which may contain a 
large amount of kunkur, as in the Etawah District, the soil is still admirably adapted 
for the growth of timber. 

15. Irrigation. —Irrigation from the Futtehgurh Branch Canal has but latoly 
reached the pergunnah, and is extremely limited, and until a larger supply of water is 
thrown into this branch from the main canal, we cannot hope to see it much extended. 

16. The well-irrigation capability is also limited. The direction of this capability 
is clearly defined within a narrow belt, commencing on the southern frontier: it runs 
direct through tho centre of the pergunnah, and from masonry wells with water 30 
and 35 feet; it ends with good lasting kutcha wells with water at 10 and 15 feet, excopt 
a few villages which jut out towards the south-east from the line, the remainder have 
very little well-irrigation capability, and some absolutely none. 

17. Tenures and Proprietors. —There are 54 mohals or estates in the pergunnah, 
consisting of— 

Puttcedaree, ... ... ... 9 

Bhycbarah, ... ... ... 2 

Zemindaree, ... ... ... 43,—total 54. 

4 
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POOTH: 
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18. The Jat holdings above enumerated represent tbe Kuchesur Rajah's Estate, 
but are not necessarily inhabited by Jat cultivators,—in fact, in few instances are they so. 
He is the largest proprietor in the pergunnah, and the worst without doubt. He is an 
infamous landlord. For some years law suits have been going on between the rival 
claimants, and, as might be expected, the estate has suffered in consequence. Land has 
fallen out of cultivation, and villages are partly depopulated. Now that the final decree 
has been given in the Civil Courts, there is little hope of improvement, the present 
proprietor being indolent, influenced by worthless advisers and agents’ and utterly 
depraved. 

19. Next come the Pathans, who, from their natural indolence, pride, and extra¬ 
vagance, are but little better as improving landlords ; their tenants, however, are not 
oppressed; they injuro themselves and the public revenuo by the strong conservative 
indifference to advancement. Rajpoots hold a few villages, and the rest are owned 
by mixed proprietary bodies, including bunniahs and other auction purchasers. 

20. Present Condition .—The condition of the pergunnah is not as flourishing as 
might have been looked for after 30 years of an averago light assessment. 

21. Sir H. Elliot in his settlement report, dated 16th October, 1835, states, with 
reference to this pergunnah, that the jurnma was fixed more with regard to the means 
of the talookdars than to the capabilities of individual monzahs, and the circumstances 
of the cultivators. This system has not borne satisfactory results, if wo may be allowed 
to judge from tbe amount of land and proprietary rights, which have changed hands 
during the past term of settlement, 

22. Such transfers shown in fractions of 100 have been— 

By Public Sale. By Private Sale, By Mortgage , Total . Remaining. 

5 32 6 43 57 

Thus 43 per cent, of the proprietary rights existing at last settlement have changed 
hands, whilst if we compare this with the results in Pergunnah Chuprowlee, where 
village capabilities were not ignored, we find in the latter pergunnah tbe following 


changes :— 

By Public Sale. 

By private Sale, 

By Mortgage, 

Total . 

Remaining. 

4 

8 

4 

16 

84 


23. Sir H. Elliot in his report referred to, makes the following remarks on the 
subject of the large number of the transfers which had even then taken place from the old 
proprietors into the hands of the Kuchesur Rajah. “ Every year was tending more and 
more to bring nearly the whole of the Pooth and Synha into his possession, but I trust 
that my acrangements during the settlement will serve to render these transfers less 
frequent, and that the timely reduction which has been granted to some of the land¬ 
holders will save their property from his grasp. 

The assessment on the whole pergunnah was nothigh, but its unequal distribution 
after the plan adopted was ruinous to some of the villages. 


These again are held by the following classes of proprietors 


Rajpoot Pathan Jat, 
Pathan, ... 

Rajpoots, 

J at, ... 

Jat Syud, 

Rajpoot J at, 

Jat Pathan, 

Fa than Sheikh Jat, 
Rajpoot Mahajun, 


1 

6 

4 

30 

1 

4 

5 
1 
2 


Of these 13 estates have no abadee 
or inhabited village site, and of 
these 13 uninhabited area3 seven 
belong to the Jat Kuchesur Ra¬ 
jah. 




( 15 ) 


J24. Cultivation and Cultivators. — On the whole the cultivation has increased ^ POOTH; 
by 3,248 acres, whilst the irrigated area has also been extended by 2,903 acres. 

For details I would refer to the comparative statement which accompanies this 
memorandum. 

25. With a fair and equally distributed jumma there is every reason to look for 
considerable improvement in the pergunnah 

26. The cultivating classes comprise Pathans, Chowhans, Rajpoots, Brahmins, 
a few Jats, Goojurs, and Chumars. 

27. The system of payment of rents in kind or by bataie largely pevails in this 
pergunnah, but we also find sufficient cash rents to enable us to come to fair conclusions 
as regards “ class rates.” The villages belonging to the Kuehesur Estate are generally 
speaking farmed, and very frequently to the old ousted proprietors or their descendants. 

Amongst these we find oftentimes cash rates still prevailing, the mokuddum or farmer 
and his family cultivating at favourable rates. 

28. Kuehesur Estate Assessment .—There is one question upon which I would parti¬ 
cularly request that I may be favoured with the views of the Sudder Board, and that 
is as to the manner in which the neglected villages belonging to the Kuehesnr Estate 
should be assessed. 

The villages in this pergunnah especially, and perhaps a few in the adjoining pergun- 
nahs, are, as stated before, in a wretchod condition, and, if assessed according to their capa¬ 
bilities for a permanent settlement, must bear a jumma far above what they would 
ordinarily at present be fitted for, but they are only the scattered villages of an enormous 
and rich estate, principally situated in other districts, and I consider that if, as is pro¬ 
bable, it is determined to assess the whole estate permanently, the talookdar is bound to 
take good and bad together, and be enabled only by good and fair management to 
obtain the full advantages of tlio half-asset assessments. 

My class rates and rough proposed pergunnah assessments are based on actual 
facts, and the condition of villages as they are found, but should my views be concurred 
it), the individual rnouzuh jummas of this state would be fixed at higher class rates than 
I have at present assigned to them. By following any other course, the improvident 
landlord would be deriving a direct benefit from his mismanagement, which in the 
ease of single village estates would he guarded against by disallowing a permanent 
settlement. 


29. Khadir or River-land Assessments .— This also is a point upon whioh I would 
dearly express my views in order to obtain the opinion of the Board of Revenue. 
There are very large tracts of good culturable land which is systematically left uncared 
for. 

Sir H. Elliot fixed nominal jummas upon such lands, with the view it would be 
natural to suppose of inducing the owners to bring it under cultivation—as an in¬ 
stance, the area of Sahabad in this pergunnah, wholly situated in the khadir, contains 
412 acres; of which, giving a very liberal allowance of barren waste, there are 125 
acres of good culturable land at the last settlement; there were 20 acres under the 
plough, and the jumma was fixed at Rs. 10 only. It now has only two acres of cultiva¬ 
tion. It belongs to the indolent Pathans of the adjacent village of Pooth, and the 
object in fixing a nominal jumma has thus signally failed. They rest content with 
the sale produce of grass, and grazing-fees—the actual amount of which it is most 
difficult for us to ascertain with any certainty. 

Allowing the large area of barren waste to pass unquestioned and unassessed, I 
would in this case assess the whole malgoozaree at a fair khadir rate, sufficiently high 
to touch the grazing and gross income, and make it more profitable to settle cultivators 
upon the land. In other cases, where the barren waste area is not so large, I would 
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By Mb > f°bb*s- i 8 86 a< ^°P^ ^ ie saine plan, allowing perhaps one-third of the total area as a margin to remain 

unassesscd. I have obtained a very clear and distinct guide in fixing such rates, from 
the method I have adopted in the village of Sherepore, similarly situated in the khadir, 
which has been held kham now for one and a half years. Khadir Chowhans, who for 
industry equal the Jats of our bangur villages, eagerly settle and take up the lands 
at a rate of 2 annas per kutcha beogah, or 0-9-7 per acre, on the condition that after 
three years they are to be re-assessed, and then at no higher rate than 4 annas per 
kutcha beegah, or 1-3-2J per acre during a further term to be then settlod. 

30. Assessment Rates.— Sir H. Elliot in his report on this pergunnah, No. 152, 
dated 16 th October, 1835—Yol. I. of printed settlement reports,—states that in cal¬ 
culating gross assets, he had assumed Rs. 4 per acre for irrigated and Rs. 2 per acre 
for unirrigated lands. By this he intended to mean that these were his average rent- 
rates deduced from tho ascertained gross assets, for wo find from his jummabundee 
statement, which exists in our office, that such were his rent-rates upon which ho would 
seem to have intended to base his assessment of the pergunnah. 

31. The rates which I have assumed and obtained, as described in a separate 
memorandum, may be thus shown in comparison 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

Sir II. Elliot's ... ... hi ... 4 0 0 2 0 0 

Present settlement, ... ... 4 3 9 2 7 6 

Sir II. Elliot’s being given in even rupees, my new rates exactly as they have 
been deduced from the nijkaree and zubtee rates applied to the cultivated areas of 
nine villages. 

But these same soil and produce rates, whether wet or dry, the former distin¬ 
guished as being from well, canal, or tank, when separately assessed in greater detail 
upon each denomination of soil for the whole pergunnah, reduces the average rate thus :— 

Irrigated. Uniirigated. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

4 2 6 2 7 0 Vide Statement No. II. accompanying. 

32. Thus for all practical purposes, and when considering that in assessing indivi¬ 
dual villages other tests are applied, and the rates raised or lowered as necessity demands, 
we may assumo that the porgunnah rent-rates of the former settlement hold good for 
the present. Our field for ascertaining actual facts aud correct data is more extensive 
now than iu the old time. There is not the same fear of the settlement operations, nor 
the inducement for concealment of the necessary information amongst the people them¬ 
selves. The putwarces’ records are, however, in no degree more trustworthy. 

33. Jumma.—The jumma fixed at the last settlement was Rs. 38,275— 

Ks, a. p. 


To this add ,— 


Increase from alluvion,... 

520 

0 

0 




Resumed manfee, 

... ... 1,915 

s 

0 

2,435 

S 

0 




Ks. 

40,710 

8 

0 

Deduct ,— 







Decrease from ailuviou, 

342 

0 

0 




Public purposes, ... 

... ... 172 

0 

0 

514 

0 

0 




Rs. 

49,196 

8 

0 


which was the jumma realized from the pergunnah in 1272 Fuslee. The jumma of 
the pergunnah at the new assumed rates would be Rs. 33,607, but assessing each 
village separately at “class-rates,” the actual jumma proposed amounts to Rs. 41,225. 

34. Assessment according to Class-rates .—Having grouped all the villages in 
classes, after the method shown in a separate memorandum, the rates suitable for each 
class arc determined from rents found actually prevailing in villages of similar soils, 
like capabilities, aud of equal productive power. 
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35. For the Pooth Pergunnah the following class revenue-rates were thus fixed— 

6., p. Bs. a. p. 

Class I., ... 8 0 per kutcha beegah or ... S 6 41 

Class II., ... 6 o ,i » ... ••• 1 12 6 k Per acre. 

Class III., ... 3 4 „ „ ... ... 1 0 0 j 

The rate for the 1st class is a few pies higher than that deduced from our soil 
aud produce rates for well-irrigated best lands, but is found actually prevailing in the 
best villages, where Re. 1 per kutcha beegah for irrigated lands is not uncommon. Within 
this claes have only been placed thirteen villages, and in almost all those allowances 
are made for the poorer soils upon and adjacent to the sand ridges. These thirteen 
estates are equal in il well capability” to the best in the district; but their soils are 
clearly inferior as regards productive powor, and as 10 annas per kutcha beegah, or 
Rs. 3 per acre, is, with a very few exceptions, the highest revenue rate which can be 
proposed in the whole district, the rate of this Class I., or Rs. 2-6-4 per acre, cannot be 
pitched higher for a permanency. Sir H. Elliot’s proposed highest revenue rate in any 
pergunnah, at the last settlement, was Rs. 3-9-7 per acre on cultivation, although in 
some instances he even exceeded Rs. 4 per cultivated acre, but then there was a large 
amount of culturable waste, and the soils were of far richer quality. Even then the large 
Jat proprietary bodies, who overflowed their own lands were forced to go into lighter 
assessed estates, and rent lands at low rates to make up the difference. This subject 
will, however, be touched upon when writing of those more fertile and heavier assessed 
pergunnahs. 

36. The accompanying Comparative Statement No. III.,* shows in full detail the 
condition, past and present, of each estate. That at the time of last settlement is entered 
in red ink: its present state, with the result (proposed jumma and rates at which it falls) 
of the class assessment, in black ink. 

37. Every endeavour will be made to avoid allowing any estate to be given in 
farm. In consequence of refusal to engage on the part of the proprietors, many estates 
were farmed at last settlement to the Kuchesur Rajah ; the interests of those have not 
been looked to. On the contrary, the people have been squeezed beyond their power to 
pay ; they lost heart, and deterioration has been the result. Should absoluto necessity 
arise, an estate will never be farmed to a large proprietor who manages his own pro¬ 
perty through means of agents. Much more preferable would it be to settle temporarily 
such estates at a reduced jumma—for now-a-days no proprietor will refuse to accept 
a proposed jumma unless there are good and just grounds for such refusal. 

38. As stated before, this pergunnah of Pooth is undoubtedly the poorest in the 
district; the jummas shown in the Statement No. III. have been fixed after careful 
examination and revision, comparing and noting them with those of other pergunnahs. 
There may be perhaps some very slight alterations necessary, but they cannot be 
material, and they are submitted with the confident assurance that whilst equally 
distributsd in Btrict accordance with the capabilities of each estate, the jumma of the 
pergunnah will be light. 

No. I. 


Comparative Statement of Area, Ac., in Pergunnah Pooth. 



Total area in 
acres. 

Minhaie, 

Culturable. 

Cultivated, j 

Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 

Malgoozaree. 

Remarks, 

Last Settlement, ... 

! 

37,103 

II 

6,626 

9,646 

20,831 

2,043 

18,7 SS 

30,477 

The increase in area is owing 
to alluvion, and partly no doubt 

Present Settlement, 

41,282 

8,350 

8,853 

24,079 

4,946 

19,133 

32,932 

to a more careful and detailed 
field measurements. 

Increase, 

4,179 

1,724 

... 

3,248 

2,903 

345 

2,455 

The increase in minhaie is 
owing to land taken up for canals 

Decrease, 


... 

793 


... 



and lands swallowed up by ravines. ■ 


Not printed. 
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Detailed Comparison of Irrigated Area. 



Statement No. It. 


Muteear,... 

Dakur, ... 
Rouslee, „. 
Bhoor, 


Muteear,... 
Dakur, 
Rouslee,... 
Bhoor, ,i, 


Muteear,... 
Dakur, ... 
Rouslee, ... 
Bhoor, ... 


Muteear,... 
Dakur, ... 
Rouslee,... 
Bhoor, ... 



Total Area, 


24,079 


33,6l 
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The area watered by canal is 

•II IM »•* 

719 acres. 

»> >» » Tanks 

IK •*• 

681 „ 

>» » j» Wells 

Ml IK Itl 

15,328 „ 

The water is throughout at no 

groat depth below the 

surface; and the soil, 


except in the sandy tracts, is generally firm and often excellently adapted for well- 
sinking, 

3. Cultivation.—Out of the total area of the pergunnah, amounting to 48,024 
acres, 36,114 acres are cultivated, and, comparing these figures with the statements of 
the previous settlement, the improvement in both respects may be shown in the following 
table:—• 

Total Area Cultivation Irrigation, 

Former Settlement, ... 48,367 29,823 9,766 

Present Settlement, 48,024 86,114 16,728 

4. Clast of Inhabitants. —This pergunnah may be said to be the stronghold of 
the Thuggas, an off-shoot from the Brahman caste, with a slight admixture of other 
classes, there being only 14 villages in which the Thuggas have no footing, and they 
also bear a similar proportion among the cultivating classes, but with a necessary 
larger admixture of the lower castes. 

As a whole the general agricultural population of the pergunnah cannot be said to 
be of the most industrious class, although by reason of a light assessment they have 
made considerable advance in prosperity, and many of the Thugga proprietors aro 
reputed wealthy. 

5. Rates and Assessment by Sir H. Elliot .—In Sir II. Elliot’s printed report no 
mention can be found of this or other pegunnahs of the Hauper Tehseel, and we are 
therefore unable to compare his method of assessment, or the characteristics of the per¬ 
gunnah as he then found it; but the vernacular records supply sufficient data for the 
comparison of the rates of assessment and incidence of the jumma. 

Tho rate for irrigated land is found to be Rs. 314, and for unirrigated Rs. 2-3 
per acre, and the total revenue fixod was Rs. 47,211. This jumma has by the assessment 
of lapsed maafeo lands risen to Rs. 52,532, tho actual amount realized ir, 1272 Fuslee. 

There is every reason to believe that this assessment was light. For although 
the proportions of transfers of land of all kind is found to have been 32 per cent, of 
the total area, yet this is not more than might be expected from the class of proprietors. 
Whilst the fact that there have been no unrealized balances, and that the only remission 
of Rs. 176 was granted in a single village on account of the famine, or the strongest 
proofs we could require of a light assessment in a tract devoid of canal-irrigation, 

6. Present Rates and Assessment .—Tho soil and produco rates, as deduced for the 
present settlement, are irrigated Rs. 4-5, unirrigated Rs. 2-3-6. 

In determining the standard rates best adapted for the soils in this pergunnah, some 
difficulty was experienced owing to the prevalence of the system of “ batai a form of 
rental always common on poorer tracts : good data, however, was not wanting on which 
to base the system of classification. 


1. Position and General Features .—This pergunnah may be described as situated 
almost iu the centre of the district—a little to tha south of Meerut. The Meerut and 
Allygurh branch of the Grand Trunk Road passes down the middle of the tract, and 
two branches of the Kalee Nuddee traverse its eastern and western extremities. 
These water-courses are almost entirely dry during the hot season, and are used as 
escapes for the canals, but arc scarcely of any service for purposes of irrigation. 

Along the lino of these channels lie ridges of sand drift “ dunes,” throwing out 
lateral spurs in all directions, and thus causing great want of uniformity in the soils; 
so much so that scarcely in any single village are tho lands of an unmixed character. 

2. Irrigation ,—The irrigation of the pergunnah is almost exclusively from wells, 
the two above mentioned nuddoes and sand ridges catting it off from the canal-irriga¬ 
tion. 
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Tims, the highest rent-rate found was 1-4 per kutcha beegah, equivalent to fts. 6 
per acre; but this was for tho best lands, and in two or three villages only a more com-- 
mon rate was Re. 1 per kutcha beegah, or Rs. 4-12-8 per acre, and this appeared tho 
ordinary rental for all the Government lands, while the lowest cash rent-rate was 4 aus, 
the kutcha beegah, equalling Ro. 1 per acre, nearly. 

7. Applying the irrigated and unirrigated soil and produce rates—/zr*7, upon each 
variety of soil; secondly , upon the irrigated and unirrigated area; and thirdly , assessing 
the whole by class rates,—thrfife results were obtained, which may thus be compared: — 


Rates. 

Cultivated Area] 

Gross Assess¬ 
ment. 

Half Assessment. 

On soils, 



) 

( 1 16,262 

58,1.31 

Irrigated and unirrigatod, ... 


a.. 

V 36,U4 

J 116,152 

57,576 

Class rates, ... .... 

• •• 


i 

( 123,700 

61,850 


8. Former and proposed assessment compared .—The incidence of tho Government 
revenue as assessed by Sir H. Elliot, as realized in 1272 Fuslee, and as now proposed 
for the coming settlement, is that shown : — 



Total 

Area. 

i . 

MtlgOO- 

zaree. 

Cultivat¬ 

ed. 

• 

J umma. 

Rate of Incidence. 

Area. 

Malgooza- 

ree. 

Cultivated. 

Sir H. Elliot’s. Settlement, ... 

Present jurmna, ... ... , 

Proposed assessment, 

48,367 
j 48,024 

Rs. 

40,858 

43,870 

29,828 
, 36,114 [ 

Rs. 

47,211 

52,552 

61,850 

Rs. a. p. 

O 15 7 
l 1 7 

1 4 7 

Rs. a. p. 

1 2 5 

I 3 2 

I 6 7 

1 

Rs. a. p. 

1 9 4 

1 7 3 

111 5 


The increase apparent from the above tables is only what might bo expected from 
the improved condition of the pergunnah in all its aspects, and in an assessment follow¬ 
ing one of unusual lightness. 

Concluding Remarks .—Viewing tho pergunnah as a whole, there are but few villages 
which I would recommend for permanent settlement. Although the cultural area as 
yet untilled cannot be said to he of an excessive amount, being only 7,700 acres, yet its 
capabilities for irrigation arc still only partially developed, and as a condition for per¬ 
manency of settlement, a vast improvement in this respect may fairly be anticipated. 

Boundaries.*— The Pergunnah of Kotanah is situated on the loft, hank of the river 
Jumna, and is bounded by the Pergunnahs of Chuprowlee, Barote, and Bhagpnt, on the 
north-east and south respectively. 

General Features .—The soils of tho pergunnah are of the same extraordinary 
fertility and richness as those found in the adjoining pergunnahs of Chuprowlee and 
Barote. The only exceptions being found iu a few villages actually bordering on the 
Jumna river, which as usual have a large allowance of sand, being too high generally 
for canal-irrigation, and with water at too great a depth as a rule for well-sinking. 

The kliadir of Jumna river low-lands are very limited in extent. 

Irrigation .—The Eastern Jumna Canal covers almost the entire area with a perfect 
net-work of channels, tho high sandy fringo to the khadir of the Jumna river alone 
remaining beyond its reach. 

Tho capability for wells is very good, water being close to the surface, and iu 
those villages where the supply of caual-water is limited, masonry and in some places 
“ kutcha ” wells are still freely worked. 

Mr. Thornhill's note on the four Pergunnahs of Chuprowlee, Barote, Pootli, and Sorawah wilt be 

found at page 70 , 
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In case of any accident to the canal, there could not possibly bo any danger to 
the imperial revenue, for temporary wells could be dug in every field at a trifling 
expense. 


iMTANAft •. 
fir M&. 


jPf tbe total cultivated area of 35,943 acres 27,408 aro irrigated, sbbwing an 
increase in the irrigated area of 18,089 acres 

There aro no less than 681 wells, with 702 “ laos ” existing, but the canal is rapidly 
driving them out of use, and many are out of repair. 

There is no means of comparing well-irrigation of the present day with what existed 
at the last settlement, for no distinction wa9 made or recorded between that derived 
from wells and canals, but there are at present 8,296 acres under wells; and in 
thoso estates, which have but a scanty supply from the canal, the well-irrigation has 
in some iustauces been trebled. 


Canals have thus superseded wells, but as the pergunnah was always well cultivated 
and heavily assessed, they can hardly bo said to have done more. This supersession, 
however, of wells hy another means of irrigation may be said to have saved the per- 
gunnahs from the famine of 1880-61, during which period the proprietors made enor¬ 
mous profits 

Class of Inhabitants .—As in Chuprowlee and Barote pergunnahs, the Jats are the 
prevailing class as land owners. Out of 52 estates, they hold the entire proprietary 
rights in 14, and the larger proportion of rights iu 17 others. 

In 21 the proprietors are of different classes, aud comprise Rawa Rajpoots (3), 
Tliugas (3), Brahmins (2), and the rest mixed. 

Cultivators.—The oultivators also aro chiefly Jats, with a smaller admixture of 
Thugas, Brahmius, Rajpoots, and the lower classes as usual in all estates. 

State of Cultivation .—As might be expected, the cultivation under the hands of the 
Jats is of a very suporior order, and the richest products are largely grown, sugar-cane, 
cotton, and wheat—year by year and harvest by harvest—cover the whole area; whilst 
round the inhabited quarters, which are generally of considerable size, tobaeco alM 
vegetables are raised principally for home use, but also for export. 

Former and present extent and limits.— With the exception of nine estates, the whole 
pergunnah was formerly comprised within the Sirdhunah Begum Sumroo’s Estate, 
which was settled by Mr. Plowden ; and for reasons which have been already explained 
in the memorandum upon the Barote Pergunnah, the Jats were heavily over-assessed; 
but notwithstanding this, after the manuer of Jats, they have thrived and prospered. 

At last settlomont there were 45 estates in the pergunnah w r hich were assessed 
at Rs. 93,137. 

Then in 1841 took place a re-adjustment of the pergunnah boundaries, and eight 
estates, assessed at Rs. 25,411, were taken away, leaving Rs. 67,726 as the total demaud. 

Again, in 1852 there was a second re-adjustment, and 11 estates were added to the 
pergunnah; this brought an addition of R 3 . 19,327-4-0 to the revenue-roll, and left 
the demand at Rs. 87,053-4-0. 

There have been four estates created by partition sinee last settlement, which gives 
a present total of 52 estates. 

former and Present Jumma.— Tile highest jumma as shown above was Rs. 87,053-4-0, 
adding and deducting for alluvion and diluvion and other causes: there has been a net 
increase of Rs. 820, leaving present demand at Rs. 87,873-4-0. 

*transfers during past Settlement .—Out of 47,178 acres, the area of tho pergunnah 
3,59l>, or 8 per cent of the whole area, has been transferred during the term of past 

6 
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settlement. Of these 3,596 acres, 2,315 were by public and private sale, and 1,281 by 
mortgage. 

This subject will be treated of in very minute detail in the final settlement report 
on the whole district. It will bo sufficient to mention now the total amount of land 
transferred, and to note that whilst the Jats a9 the largest proprietors transferred most, 
they also are found to have been largest purchasers, which to my mind is a most 
satisfactory sign that there is a free sale, and not a forced sale of land going on. When 
classes of proprietors are being sold up and disappearing from the soils, and when 
those classes are being replaced by mahajuns, it is a clear sign that there is some¬ 
thing wrong. In the present case, out of the 3,596 acres transferred, the mahajuns 
only got 437, whilst the Jats got 2,091 acres, and transferred 1,658. 

Former Rates and Assessment compared with those noiv proposed, —The assessment 
fixed by Mr. Plowden at the time the Begum Sumroo’s Estate passed into the hands 
of Government was high undoubtedly, though not above the proportion of assets then 
demanded, and fell upon the cultivated area at the rate of Its. 3-4-1£ per acre, yet no 
balances have accrued, and no remissions made except on account of diluvion, and land 
taken up for public purposes, which together with th^fact of only 8 per cent, of the 
area having changed hands by transfer during the period which has passed sinoe that 
settlement was made, proves the success of the former assessing officer’s operations. 

The rent-rates of the last settlement, as shown in the old printed reports, were for 
this porgunnab,—irrigated Bs. 6-14, unirrigated Its. 3-7 per aero; but as actually 
applied find them to have been—irrigated Bs. 6-7-0, uuirrigated Ks. 3-7-0. 

Applying these to the present irrigated and unirrigated areas, and taking half 
assets, would give a jumma of Bs. 1,02,891, or an avorago rate on the cultivated area 
of Bs. 2-13-9$ per acre. 

1 have, however, adopted my own plan of going into each separate village, examin¬ 
ing its soils, and making notes thereon, classing it with other estates, and ascertaining 
from far and wide the existing prevailing rents, forming classes of villages, and class 
rates of rents, and assessing the latter on the former either upon soils or upon irriga¬ 
tion, or at “ all-round rates,” as best adapted for the class in which each estate is 
placed. 

The result is that my proposed Government demand for the ensuing settlement 
amounts to Bs. 99,825, fulling upon cultivation at the rate of Bs. 2-12-1 per acre, and 
giving an increase on present demand of Bs. 11,952. 

The past and proposed Government demand may thus be seen in comparison,— 

Present, ... Rs. 87,873 rates on cultivation, ... Rs. 3 4 1 } 

Proposed, .. „ 99,825 ditto ditto, ... „ 2 12 1 

Considering that cultivation has increased by 9,225 acres, and that the area under 
irrigation is now 27,408 as against 9,319 acres of former days; considering also that 
prices of produce have risen at the very least one-third on an average during the past ten 
years, with the almost certaiuty of their still further rising rather than falling. Considering 
these facts, I am convinced that the proposed demand is rather below than above the 
sum justly demandable as half assets, for in each case I have allowed a fair margin for 
contingencies. 

Conclusion. —Kotanah Pcrgunnah, like Chuprowlee and Barote, is one of the finest 
tracts in the district, and by reason of its former full assessment it is one in which 
under revision the least increase must be looked for. 

There are still a few of its estates which I consider at present unfitted for per¬ 
manent assessment, but the final decision on this point I reserve until the whole district 
comes under review. 

March ith, 1867. 
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Boundaries .—The pergunnah of Gurhmookhtesur is situated on the right bank of 
the river Ganges, and is bounded on the south-west and north by the pergunnahs of 
Pooth, Haupper, and Kithore respectively. 

General Features ,—It is a poor tract on the whole, and, after a close examination 
of the lands of each estate, I am inclined to think that except in a few villages the soils 
are even inferior to those in Pooth, which has always been hitherto considered the 
poorest in the district. 

The sandy bhoor ridges or “ dunes,” whi elf were noticed in the memorandum 
upon Pooth, traverse this pergunnah also in many places, and a few villages are found 
wholly situated amidst a rolling prairie of sand. 

Although bordering on the Ganges, the khadir or low river-lands are compara¬ 
tively limited in extent, and the soils immediately under the bangur or high lands 
are rich, and produco sugar-cane and rice in large quantities. The estates resting 
upon the bangur with half their areas below look chiefly to those rice and cane crops, 
whilst their upper areas are cut into ravinos, sandy and unirrigated, showing patchy 
cultivation dependent entirely upon the winter rains. 

Tho khadir of this pergunnah, as compared with that higher up the river, is well 
cultivated, and special rules will not need to be applied in its assesssment, as will be 
hereafter proposed for the river lands of the Kithore and Hustnaporo pergunnahs. 

Classes of Proprietors and Cultivators .—The prevailing classes of proprietors are 
Thugas, .Jats, and Rajpoots in the order thoy are named. 

The Thugas hold 22 estates to themsolves, and the larger share in 13 others. 

The Jats own 14 whole estates, and shares in 13 others. 

The Rajpoots have 11 whole estates, and small shares in 18 others. 

The remainder arc held in soparate or.mixed estates by Afghans, Goojurs, Brah¬ 
mins, Sheikhs, Syuds, and others. 

There are 101 khalsa estates, and nine revenue-free or “ maafee—” making in 
all 110. 

Cultivators .—-The class of cultivators found prevailing is the same as that of pro¬ 
prietors. 

The Thugas, Rajpoots, and Jats always cultivate their own estates with the help of 
ine lower classes, chnniars, and others ; whilst they also go forth and hold lands in the 
estates of those who do not, as a rule, follow agricultural pursuits. 

There is one estate of goshains or faqneers, small in extent, hut a perfect garden 
as regards cultivation, and entirely irrigated by wells and canals. The fuqeers, 
extraordinary to relate, are there to be found working at the plough and well like any 
Jats. 

There are few Chowhans to be found in the villages bordering on the khadir, and 
they are here held to be first-rate cultivators ; they hold uo proprietary rights. 

Besides the above there may he found almost every caste of cultivators scattered 
amongst the villages, but not in such numbers as to make them noticeable. 

Irrigation ,—The capability for well-sinking iB not good, except in a few estates, 
where it is excellent. There are two or three villages in which I never saw the kutcha 
well system so perfect, generally speaking masonry wells may be constructed at a 
moderate expense over about half the area of the pergunnah over the remaining area 
liv reason of the sandy bhoor which overlays the firmer soils, the water is too deep 
below tbe surface to make it profitable. 

Canal-irrigation needed .—Unfortunately it is the pergunnah of the whole district 
which perhaps gets least canal water, whilst needing it most. 


GURHMOOKHTESU 
By &5k. Fosbh—186 
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Out of 110 estates the canal reaches only 34, irrigating 4,293 acres out of their 
total areas, amounting to 18,075. 

It is undoubtedly the pergunnah, which in the event of a failure of the monsoon 
rains, I should immediately pay attention to first, with a view to preparatory measures 
being taken. 

This partioular subject will be treated of at great length in my final Settlement 
report naming the particular tracts, clusters of villages, and separate estates, which 
when scarcity is anticipated should be looked to, and the steps recommended to be 
taken, 

To what extent Irrigation has increased. —Since laefc settlement the irrigated area 
has increased from 3,823 to 10,919 acres, whilst the unirrigated area now stands at 
3,348 acres, which is of itself enough to place the pergunnah beyond the pale of per¬ 
manent settlement. 

I would not, however, on this account refuse the measure to those estates which we 
do find in every way ready for it, 

I think that even a single permanently settled ostato in the midst of a pergunnah 
under temporary assessment would prove a great incentive to industry, and teach the 
people what are in reality the benefits to be derived therefrom—a matter on which at 
present they are supremely ignorant. 

Tho granting of tuccavee advances might, with advantage to the people and the 
state, be carried out in this pergunnah to a far greater extent than has hitherto been 
done, 

There are at present 612 304 } we Us, 

working 544 laos in the khalsa estates : of the above 167 are for drinking purposes 
only. 

Former and Present extent and, limits.— At tho time of last settlement there were 
in all 91 ostates in the Gurhmookhtesur Pergunnah : of these two were inaafee and 
89 khalsa. 

Then came two re-adjustments of limits at different times, from which the per¬ 
gunnah came forth with a decrease of eight estates leaving it with 83. The partition 
operations have since added 27 estates, and we thus find 110 existing at present. 

A more detailed description of these several re-adjustments of porgunnahs, which 
are in fact disarrangements, will be entered upon in the final report. 

Former Demands ,—The Government demands as assessed at the settlement under 
Act IX. of 1833 amouuted to Rs, 51,372. 

By the above re-adjnstments Rs. 7,955 were deducted, leaving the demand Rs. 43,417. 

Remission of Balance .—The only oases of remission have been on account of dilu- 
vion and land taken up for public purposes. 

In the famine year of 1860-61 Rs. 294-10-0 were remitted in three villages. There 
were temporary balances also on account of postponed realization of Government 
demand rendered necessary by injuries sustained from hail-stones, but these were all 
subsequently realized. 

Transfers.— -Under this subject I will only notice what has taken place in the 
khalsa estates— vig., those paying revenue to Government; for as transfers are noticed 
simply to test the severity or lightness of assessments, it is only with khalsa estates 
that we now have any concern. 
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The total area of khalsa estates being 63,727 acres, 18,582 or 29 per cent, have 
changed hands thus in closer detail :— 


GURHMOOKHTEStJR 
Br Ms. Fobbes— 1867 


Private Sale. Auction Sale. Mortgage. Total. 

12,208 2,843 3,531 18,582 


This is a very lage proportion, but I should be inclined to deduct the private sales 
from the account before coming to unfavourable conclusions. 

I am a strong advocate for making the sale of land as free as possible, and I 
am not alarmed when I find that land is passing by private sale rapidly, and by forced 
auction sale slowly, which has been the case in this pergunnah. 


A man in difficulties does not sell his land of his own free will in order to satisfy 
his creditors ; ho holds to it until he comes under pressure from the Civil Courts. But 
when laud is rising in value, and there is an open demand at full market prices for it, the 
small proprietors and even the large ones are induced under certain circumstances to 
come forward as sellers. I cau account for a very large amount of this land. 

Tn the large estate of G-urlimookhtesur the land is of very little value for agricul¬ 
tural purposes, yet the sanctity of the neighbourhood has given the ravines and sandy 
nullahs about the town a fictitious value. Bankers, tradesmen, and men of all classes, 
from all the country round, are now eagerly buying up small plots, enclosing, levelling, 
sinking wells, planting gardens, and in some instances building Small summer-houses, 
in order to have a footing on such holy ground. 

Again, the widow of a rebel whose estates were confiscated, found that one had 
been omitted from the confiscation order, and she not being able to maintain it, wisely 
sold it, and got a very full price for it; and so on in almost every case a fair and' 
legitimate reason might, I think, be given, leaving tho objectionable transfers of small 
amount. 

We find also that the Thuggas and Rajpoots, who are extensive proprietors, are the 
largest purchasers as well as sellers, whilst the Jats sold only 633 acres and purchased 
2,538. 

But there is another remarkable circumstance which should not be overlooked, 
and which proves tho effect which the still rising rates of wages and prices are already 
exercising throughout the country. We find the lower classes comiug forward as pur¬ 
chasers of land, and in my list 1 see entered blacksmiths, tailors, brick-makers, barbers, 
gardeners (malees), men who never by any chance in former days looked forward to 
becoming holders of land. 

Alteration of Government Demand .—The highest jumma of the last settlement 
under Regulation IX. of 1833 was, as shown above, Rs. 43,417. 

To this has been added— 

Resumed maafee, ... ... Rs. 4,624 10 7 

Allowance, ... ... ... „ 390 0 0 

- . Bs. 5,014 10 7 

Total, ... „ 48,431 10 7 


From this there have been reductions amounting to Rs. 706 for diluvion and land 
taken up for public purposes, leaving the present net jumma Rs. 47,725-10-7. 

Former and Present condition compared .—I can find no distinct report upon the 
former settlement of this pergunnah which is to be regretted; for it is often interesting 
to compare the condition of each particular portion of the district as it was then found 
by the Settlement Officer with what now strikes us as worthy of notice. 
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We must therefore bo content with showing statistical results, and these are not 
unsatisfactory. I will simply transcribe one of my statements for the pergunnah which 
now lies before me, and offer a few remarks upon it: 
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Total Area arid Jlinfiaie .—The increase in area is solely owing to large tracts of 
sand thrown up by the river, of which although 1 would not be inclined to allow the 
whole, or so much as we find in the statements, to pass as “barren waste,*’ for some¬ 
thing does grow now in the shape of grass and“jao,” yet it would be difficult to 
define its present culturable qualities, and therefore I have let it pass, and thus, with an 
increase of total area, we also find an increase under the head of “barren waste.” 

The fact, however, of such “ barren waste” being in a manner productive has not 
been overlooked when proceeding to assessment, and unless in the case of an estate 
where there has been, and continues to be, a fair progress in cultivation, the grass and 
“ jao” income has been touched 

The amount of maafee land has been greatly reduced, and brought pretty nearly 
down to the limit of perpetual maafee holdings. 

The total under the bead of “ minhaio ” shows a considerable decrease. 

Culturable .—This portion of my statement shows how large an amount of land 
has been brought under the plough during past term of settlement, and although the 
area lately thrown out of cultivation would seem to show that some proprietors had 
been attempting to throw dust into my eyes, 1 only trust and 1 think they will be as 
satisfied with the result as I am. 


Cultimtion .—There has been an increase both to the irrigated and unirrimated 
areas in all of 11,631 acres, both descriptions increasing in the same proportion, and bv 
means of a judicious encouragement to the application for tuecavee advances the per- 
gunnuh, which is now not removed beyond danger of famine, might Ire greatly bene¬ 
fited. 

Rent-rates and Rates of Assessment .—The system of paying rents in kind largely 
prevails throughout all the poor estates especially of the pergunnah. But since last 
settlement there has been a constant though gradual conversion of such into cash rents 
going on. 

A considerable number of applications have been made for this change durinc the 
present operations, hut they were allowed to stand over until after I had personally 
examined the pergunnah, having at last gone into every village, and ascertaining 
prevailing rents, and classed them together, I proceeded to take up the cases which 
had accumulated. 

There wore many for conversion of butaio into cash rates, and many also for 
enhancement of rents, and 1 had reason not only to be satisfied with what was done, 
hut I was confirmed in the opinion that my class rates were as nearly accurate as it 
wus perhaps possible to secure. 
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Having explained to l>otli parties the result of my examination of their village, 
and told them with what neighbouring estates I had classed it, the rates of rent 
determined upon were given out, and in several eases, where in the first instance one or 
two tenants, had come forward to feel the way, the proprietors, with other larger bodies 
of tenants, came forward voluntarily to record their new rents arranged amongst them¬ 
selves on the basis of those I had fi xed. 

Nothing to my mind could be more conclusive than this. It may he said that it 
proves my rates to be low, but that is exactly what I intended them to be, looking to the 
condition of the porgunnah, and low as they are, the results 1 consider are satisfactory. 
1 have re-distributed the assessments, reduced the rate on cultivation, and the result 
is an increased Government demand. 

On the best soils the prevailing rates of rent are— 


Irrigated. 

Ke. I per kuteha beegah 
Us. 3 per pucea boegali 
Ka. 4-12-8 per acre. 


UnirCgated. 

12 as. 8 as. 10 as. per kuteha beegah. 

And the same lor second class irrigated 
lands. 


On the cultivated bhoor lands the fixed rate all over the district, as far as I have 
gone, is 4 annas per kuteha beegah, which gives a revenue rate of about i) annas per acre. 
This is paid by all classes—Jats as well as by chumars. No one pays more ; and when 
cash rents ijra found for such lands no one pays less. 

The proposed assessment on the whole pergunnah may be best shown in compa¬ 
rison with the former and present demands in the following form : — 

Hate per Acre on Cultivation. 

Former assessment, ... ... 43,417 o o l fi 9-f 

Present assessment, ... ... 47,725 10 7 115 

Proposed assessment, ... ... 5S,9i)5 0 0 1 5 3 

The rate at which present assessment falls upon cultivation is calculated upon present 
measurements, and is very light, as might be naturally expected from so large an area 
having come under the plough. 


From the same cause, and also by reason of the general improvement of the per- 
guimali in other respects, the proposed assessment for another term of settlement gives 
an increase in exact figures upon the whole pergunnah of Rs. 11,179-5-5. 

The 4 ill March, 1867. 


Boundaries ,—The Pergunnah of Dasnah is situated on the frontiers of the Meerut 
and Boolundshuhur districts, and is bounded by the Haupper, Jelalabad, and Lonee 
pergunnaha. It is in the south-eastern portion of the district. 

Character of Soils .—The soils are very uniform in quality, and are of a firmer or 
more clayey character than 1 have met with iu any other part of the district. These 
si ill - soils, so long as they are irrigated, produce the heaviest crops of wheat I have seen, 
but when unirrigated they appear to be most ungrateful to the husbandman. 

Stiff and Suitable for Kuteha Wells .—The nature of the soil, however, enables the 
people to sink kuteha wells, which last for years and at trifling cost, and thus kuteha wells 
are being worked aud are being sunk in the immediate vicinity of canal water which 
we seldom find elsewhere, and which proves its magnificent capability for irrigation. 
There are few parts of the district which have improved so generally, and to such an 
extent over its entire area as the Dasnah Pergunnah. 


GURHMOCKHTESUi 
By Me. Forbes—1867. 


PERGUNNAH PASNAF 
Bv Mr Forres—1867. 
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Tlie Ganges Canal passes through its entire length, and has conduced no doubt to 
this result. 

Past and Present Condition .—Its past and present condition may bo thus shown 
iu comparison:— 



Total Area in Awes. 

Cultivated. 

Irrigated. 

Old Settlement, 

... Ml 

86,663 

47,943 

26,454 

Present Revision, 

... 

87,848 

61,932 

46,174 


Increase, ... 

1,185 

13,989 

19,720 


Jt still has 15,241 acres culturablo land awaiting the plough much; this has good soils, 
and is under dhak jungle. 

Irrigation. —The canal has driven out much well-irrigation, and there is a decrease 
of no less than 3,840 acres of land under the latter. 

The irrigation may thus he shown— 

Caual, ... ... ... 22,943 Acres, j 

Wells, ... ... ... 22,608 „ > Total irrigated area 46,174 acres 

Tanks, &c,, ... ... 623 „ j 

Classes of Inhabitants.— The Rajpoots strongly predominate throughout the per- 
gunnah, both as land owners and culitivators, and are decidedly of a more industrious 
class than that caste are generally considered to be. The farming is of the highest 
order, and the richest products, particularly cotton and wheat, are grown extensively. 

Transfers. —The transfers have been heavy, but chiefly owing to the rebellion of 
the inhabitants, and consequent confiscation of estate. 

The cause for the rebellion of the Hajpoots is difficult to account for, certainly 
it was not by reason of heavy assessment and indigence of circumstances. In one 
or two instances it is well known the people seized the opportunity of fighting out old 
feuds, and rose against their neighbours rather than against the Government, and in 
one case it is much to be feared the proprietors paid with their estates for the evil 
deeds of the non-proprietors of other castes. 

A detail of transfers would thus lead to no just conclusion. 

Past, Present, and Proposed Government Demand.— The highest jumma of the last 
settlement was ... ... ... Rs. 91,525 

Adding and deducting changes in it, ... ... „ 97,163 

.Proposed Government demand, ... ... „ 1,23,040 

Thus showing an increase for the future on the perguruiah of Hs. 25,877. 

The rate of incidence of the demand at last settlement was He. 1-4-7 per acre on 
cultivation. 

That of the present demand on the new measurements is Re. 1-9-1 per acre, and 
the rate of tho proposed assessment is raised to Ho. 1-15-9 per acre. 

Considering the vast improvement which has taken place this is not heavy, and 
the jummas of individual estates aro not higher on soils than in other pergunnahs of 
equal capabilities. In fact, I am certain that the next ten or twenty years will see 
great changes in the rates of rent, which aro at present far below what the quality of 
soils might justify, but upon which I have felt myself hound to have my assessment, 
for to do otherwise would be to force up rents unnaturally. 

I safely and with confidence submit and recommend tho proposed rates and 
jummas for the approval and sanction of the Sudder Board, and I would propose 
giving out jummas immediately to take durkhausts from 1276 Fuslee. 
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Boundaries. —The Pergunnah of Haupper is situated on the southern frontier of 
the district, and borders on Boolundshulmr. It has the Pergunnahs of Gurhmooktesur, 
Dawa, and Surawa on the east, west, and north, respectively. 

General and peculiar jeatures of position and soils, —The peculiarity of the pergun¬ 
nah is that all the nullahs and drainage channels of the Doab, lying between the 
Ganges and Hindun rivers, unite together near its boundary after traversing its whole 
extent. 

This would lead one to suppose that the levels of the pergunnah were low ; but 
on the contrary, I believe that, with the exception of the low-lying land near the 
channels themselves, the beds as it were of former larger streams, the levels are higher 
generally speaking than in other parts of the district. 

This is owing possibly to certain geological and geographical features of the dis¬ 
trict, which need not be put forward now. 

Nature and quality of soils.- —The result, however, of all these channel sand nullahs, 
thus approaching in their course, is to lower the quality of the soils throughout the 
pergunnah—a large proportion of its area being decidedly sandy bhoor of little value, 
and wholly dependent on the rains for its water-supply. 

In those estates which are furthest from the nullahs, the soils are of the host average 
quality, very fertile, and producing the richest products. 

In consequence we find rents varying from the lowest to almost the highest in the 
district. 

Irrigation. —As a rule, the streams and nullahs referred to cut off the pergunnah 
from canal-irrigation, which we find reaching the lands of a few estates only. 

Except whore between the nullahs the accumulated sand drifts are found, the 
capability for well-sinking is fair, and masonry wells can be constructed at a moderate 
cost, and with water near the surface. 

Cits extent. —Out of the total area of the pergunnah 79,038 acres are cultivated : of 
these 40,379 are under irrigation from the following sources 

Canal, ... ... 3,838 acres. 7 

Wells, ... ... 35,513 „ , Total irrigated, 40,379 acres. 

Tank, &C, ... 1,028 „ j 

Measures for its extension.—This extent of irrigation is good considering the dis¬ 
advantages I have mentioned under which the pergunnah labours, but the well-irriga¬ 
tion is undoubtedly capable of much further extension, and every endeavour should be 
made during tho coming term of settlement to encourage the construction of masonry 
wells by extensive and at the same time judicious tuccavee advances.^ 

There are very few estates whioh I would recommend for permanent settlement, 
and the pregunnah will need immediate attention in case of failure of rains; for in that 
case many of the estates would utterly fail. I do not think there is another pergunnah 
in the district which contains so many estates solely dependent upon a rainfall. The 
people are eager and desirous to sink and construct wells, and this desire should bo 
met more than half way. 

Proprietors and Cultivators.-* Jats are the chief proprietors : out of 167 estates 
they hold 43 entirely in their own hands, and large shares in 23 others. 

Next come the Tagas and Rajpoots, who hold respectively 23 and 14, with shares 
in others, and the remainder are of various castes, the Goojurs holding a cluster of 12 
estates in one place. 
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The cultivating classes naturally predominate according to castes in the same pro¬ 
portion, and, as might be expected from so strong and admixture of Jats, the very utmost 
is done under adverse circumstances with a poor soil. 

Areas of Old and New Measurements. —Our new measurements approaoh very closely 
to those of the scientific survey. 

Last Settlement, total area, ... ... ... «■ 1,01,577 acres. 

Present revision, „ „ ... ... ... e], 02,243 „ or a differ¬ 

ence of 666 acres only, which may be allowed to pass without question. 

Increase of cultivation and of irrigation. — Tho maafee or revenue-free holdings 
have been reduced in extent by lapses from 11,147 to 4,185 acres. The culturable 
area has been reduced from 21,559 to 12,548 acres ; whilst as a natural consequence the 
cultivated area has increased 1'rom 64,735 to 77,823 acres. 

Of these cultivated areas tho irrigation has been extended from 19,261 to 39,878 
acres, showing an increase of 20,617 acres. 

The above statistics refer to tho khalsa or revenue-paying area. Including the 
maafee or revenue-freo estates and holdings, there are 40,379 acres under irrigation as 
stated before. 

Past, present, and proposed Government demand. —The changes which have occur¬ 
red since last settlement in the Government demand may thus bo shown :— 

Rb. a. P. 

Highest jumma under Act IX. of 1833, ... ... *>1,12,412 O O 

Increase from lapsed maafee, 8,476 10 8) g , 9 

Decrease from all causes, ... 308 11 11 ) 

Total, Rs. ... 1,20,579 14 9 


Rates of incidence upon cultivation.— The former highest jumma fell upon cultiva¬ 
tion at the rate of Ee. l-ll-9f per acre. The present demand upon the cultivation, as 
now measured, falls at the reduced rate of Ee. 1-8-9$ per acre, whilst my new proposed 
demand, which is Es. 1,33,900, and gives a total increase on the pergunnah of Es. 13,320, 
falls upon the cultivated area at the rate of He. 1-11-1 per acre, which is only just below 
that of last settlement. 

Transfer. —Of the khalsa or revenue-paying area 1,02,243 acres, 22,169, or nearly 
one-fifth, have been transferred thus — 

Private Sale f Public or forced Sale. Mortgage . 

11,883 5,740 4,596 

The Jats havo bought up much land, and have parted with but little, and I regret 
to find that the mahajuns havo come largely into the market. The Tagas have lost some 
of their lands, selling over 2,000 acres more than they purchased. 

Balance and remissions in past years.— Tho balances of revenue have in tbis per¬ 
gunnah been unusually heavy as compared with other tracts of the district, although 
the larger proportion were finally realized after temporary postponement of demand. 

There have been Es. 7,633 balance, of which Es. 2,552 wore finally remitted, the 
remainder being ultimately recovered. This was chiefly owing to the famine in 1860- 
61, and, as stated before, this pergunnah will ncod to be instantly looked after in ca«c 
of failure of the usual rains, but with proper precautionary measures to give employ¬ 
ment to the people, so as to enablo them to buy food during a season of dearth, these 
should only be allowed a postponement of demand. 

Proposed demand now fixed, —The proposed demand has been fixed upon after the 
usual careful examination of each individual village classification according to soils and 
capabilities, and assessment of lands on the basis of rents actually found prevailing. 
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The rates of rent as stated above vary considerably from 4 annas per kutcha 
beegah— cash rates for the very poorest land to Re. 1-4-0 per kutcha beegah. 

Prevailing rents .—The ordinary rate, however, for good irrigated land is Be. 1 per 
kutcha beegah, and this is so general as to be almost universal, and unless where the 
soils have been of poor quality, I have always taken that as my rate for irrigation. 

On the unirrigated lands, again, the rubbee harvest is so uncertain on the light 
soils of this pergunnah, that I have preferred, in all cases, to assess atkhureef crop-rates, 
which may be said to be 8 annas per kutcha beegah, or Re. 1-3-2 per acre revenue 
rate. 

Rents fixed by enhancement ., fyc .—These rates have been gladly accepted by all par¬ 
ties concerned in enhancement suits, which I have decided, and each decision passed 
has been followed by a crowd of cases in which the same rates have been determined 
upon by mutual agreement in adjacent estates. 

1 have the fullest confidence myself in the rates, individual jummas, and total Gov¬ 
ernment demand proposed, and would recommend them for sanction. 

Proposed demand to date from 1276 Finite. —It is not my intention to take durkhasts 
at the new jummas for tho year 1275 Fusleo now about to commence, but if they are 
approved of by the Suddor Board, Mr. Porter, Assistant Settlement Officer, will imme¬ 
diately give them out, so as to enable the people to distribute their quotas of revenue 
amongst themselves and settle rents where necessary. 


The Porminnak of Lonce lies in the south-west corner of the district, and is bounded 
on its southern face by the river Jumna, on the north by the Hindim river, tile 
Jelalabad and Dasnah Pergunnahs, and on the west and east by the Baghput Pergun- 
u ah and the Boolundshuhur District. 

Originally forming part of the Meerut Distriot, it was transferred to Delhi after 
the last settlement, and again after the mutiny, when the Trans-Jumna Districts were 
made over to the Punjab, it was restored to Meerut in 1859. 

Its physical features are distinctly marked. The river Hindun, after traversing the 
whole district in aline almost parallel to the Jumna, and forming the pergunnah boun¬ 
dary along half it3 extent, then approaches that river, and debouches on to the wido 
valley or low lands, previous to their junction some 10 or 15 miles further down the 
Doab. 

The “ khadir ” or low lands of both rivers in fact here meet. 

The greater portion of the pergunnah is situated in this valley of the rivers, with 
a lesser part on the high bangur or natural level of the Doab, 

There is a gentle slope, however, from the lino of the highlands towards the Jumna, 
and the upper slopes differ so widely from the lands in the immediate vicinity of that 
river in the character and quality of soils, cultivation, and products, and natural capa¬ 
bilities, that we are able to distinguish tho valley of the Jumna into the higher and lower 
river lands, which, with the upper level or “ bangur, ” form three distinct classes of 
soils, and these require to be considered separately. 

The lower river land .—As usual, where we find extensive pasture lands, the estates 
on this tract principally belong or have belonged to Goojurs, who do little to improve 
their property. With some land showing alkaline efflorescense (reh) and producing 
poor “ patchy” crops ; they have also much fine fertile soils which they leave untilled, 
content to graze herds of cattlo, and sell tho valuable thatching grasses which grow 
spontaneously along the river side, and on the “ chur3 ” or sand banks. 
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The Lonee Pergunnah, and particularly that part now referred to, lias been un¬ 
fortunately situated from its proximity to Delhi. The cause which will in the future 
force it to a state of prosperity has hitherto worked evil. 

During the year of mutiny and rebellion in 1857-58 it was the scene of pillage, 
plunder, and violence, from which it is only now slowly recovering. The Gooj urs’ hands 
were against every man, and every man’s hand was against them. Up to the date of 
our measurements whole estates where uncultivated, villages were left deserted, and 
are still without inhabitants. 

Another disadvantage under which this part of the pergunnah labours is that the 
liability to inundation in a great measure restricts cultivation to the “ rubbee,” or 
spring harvest. 

The higher river lands. —These are of fair soils, and with great facilities for “ well- 
irrigation,” by reason of a gentle slope, are almost invariably highly cultivated, pro¬ 
ducing tine wheat, cotton, and tobaceo. Canal-water seldom reaches these lands, and 
only where exceptionally we find it, do the cultivators grow sugar-cane. 

The upper level or “ langur" land. —This tract which at Baghput, about 12 miles 
above Delhi, touches the Jumna, and hangs as a cliff over the river, recedes suddenly 
from that point to meet the same over the Hindun, near Ghazeeabad, 10 miles from the 
Jumna, 

It thus forms an acute angled triangle, with its base extending from river to river 
and resting on the Baghput Pergunnah. 

Along its edges the land is rough and uneven, with very light soils, hut inland they 
are of the richest character, deriving all the benefits of natural drainage from the sandy 
ridges on its borders, and the artificial irrigation from the Eastern Junma Canal. 

Classes of Proprietors and Cultivators.*— Goojurs,. Tagas, Chouhans, and Jats are 
the largest proprietors of landed property. Out of 138 estates, including three held 
revenue-free, tho— 


Goojurs own ... 

... 3) 

whole estates, and shares in 

H 

others. 

Tagas ... 

... 25 


>» 

10 

31 

Ohouhans 

... 3 

t* 

37 

5 

*9 

Jats ... 

... 8 

>+ 

>7 

1 

37 

Sheikhs ... 

... 7 

n 

*» 

e 

Ik 

These five classes, ... 

... 79 

»r 

it 

36 

others. 


and the remainder are owned by various classes. 

We find the same classes cultivating, and except in a few estates, those belonging 
lo Mahomedans in particular, the proprietary communities cultivate their own land. 

The Goojurs are the chief owners of land on the lower river tracts, and nothing 
can be more backward than their present condition as far as agriculture goes, but on 
the high lands we find them quite a different race: here they vie with and are certainly 
not surpassed by their Jat neighbours. Speaking generally of the Goojurs on the high 
“ bangur,” everywhere the people say that they have “ ehanged their character 50 
per cent, within the last few years,” and attribute this reformation to the severe les¬ 
sons learnt in the rebellion year. In my own opinion we may more j’ustly give the credit 
to the advantages of their position near the canal, which with the high prices ruling 
since 1857-58 have incited them to more industrious habits. The canal is the great 
humanizing agent in this case, and we find the same occurring throughout the district. 

Condition and progress during the term, of past settlement. —Notwithstanding the 
check to prosperity, and the injurious effects resulting from the year of mutiny and 
rebellion by the villages bordering on the Jumna and in proximity to Delhi, we find 
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that the pergu nnah on the whole ha3 improved materially. This will be seen from the 
following figures, which include all lands, revenue-paying and revenue-free, within the 
present pergunnah limits:— 



Total Area. 

1 

Assessable 

Area, 

Cultivated Area. 

Irrigated. 

Unirri gated. 

Total. 

Last Settlement, ... ... 

Present Settlement, ... ... 

Increase, ... 

Decrease, ... 

98,921 

99,784 

863 

1 

76,884 
85,882 1 

8,998 

7,051 
23,511 
16,460 

46,780 

39,897 

6,888 

53,831 

63,408 

9,577 


The irrigated area is thus found to havo increased by 16,460 acres in extent. At 
the time of last settlement it was from wells entirely: we now derive it from the follow¬ 
ing sources— 

Wells, Tanks, frc. Canal. Total. 

16,857 6,654 23,511 

showing that well-irrigation has increased by 9,806 acres 

We have no data of the last settlement regarding the number of wells, but their 
increase must havo been considerable. There are now in working order 620 masonry 
and 289 oarthen irrigation wells—or a total of 909: irrigating on an average 14$ 
acres each. 

Besides the above there are 100 other wells out of repair, or stopped by reason of 
the oanal. The settlement operations have not checked improvement in this respect. 
All over the pergunnah the peoplo are busy well-sinking. 

Cultivation in the same way has boon extended by 9,577 acres, and between the 
date of our measurements and my examination with a view to final assessment, large 
tracts of new and lately abandoned land were coming under the plough. 

The spirit of industry is working rapidly amongst oven the unsettled Goojurs, 
wherever the cultivating communities hold proprietary rights in the land. 

Transfers. —Although not always an infalliblo sign, we are bound, unless we can 
prove the contrary, to consider the extent to which proprietary transfers of land have 
taken place as marking tho prosperous or depressed condition of the people. 

Looking to the character of the classes of proprietors, the results in this respect are 
not discouraging. Taking the number 100 to represent the whole area, we find the 
percentage of transfers to have been— 

Private Sale. Forced Sale. Mortgage. 

14 7 7 

Total 28 per ccjit. 

The Goojurs and Tagas have sold most land, naturally as they so largely outnum¬ 
ber the other classes of proprietors, whilst Rajpoots and Brahmins have been the largest 
purchasers. 

The tenure of land was too uncertain to induce Jats to come into the market. 

It also appears, which is quite exceptional, that tho Kyeths, or writer caste, 
Afghans and Syuds, have invested freely in land. This may be attributed to Delhi 
influence, and is one of the results of the pergunnah being too near that imperial city. 
I doubt not it was looked upon as an outlying preserve, and rights in property as 
fair game, upon which tho officials of court and district might work their wicked wilL 

In one list of purchasers a butcher and a mason are included. 
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Towns and Trade .— There are few large towns or markets, and there is no branch 
of trade for which Lonee is particularly noted. 

Sh adera .—Opposite Delhi, obtained a position in days long past from being, as 
its namo implies, the summer excursion suburb for the royal court, but it lost that high 
privilege long since, and is fast declining into ruins and its original insignificance. 

Ghaxeeabad .—At first a mere “ serai, ” or rest-house for travellers, has steadily 
risen to the condition of a market town and place of trade, especially in grain, and of 
late years, since the introduction of railways, it is becoming of importance. At this 
point the East Indian and Punjab linos have their junction. 

Besides the above, Putpurgunj and Furokhnuggur are the only bazars or market- 
towns, and they all stand on the lands of other villages : they have no area of their own 
beyond the limits of their walls. 

Alteration of Pergmmh Liinits .—As in all the Meerut pergunnahs the limits of 
Lonee have been so often changed, that it is impossible to make any exact comparison 
as to the condition of its original and present extent, my remarks throughout this 
memorandum, unless the contrary is stated, refer to the villages now comprised in it, 
without regard to whether they formerly belonged to this pergunnah or to others. 

Thus, at Sir H. Elliot’s settlement, there were 106 villages forming as many dis¬ 
tinct estates in Lonee. 

Then came the first revision of limits resulting in an addition of 8, and a deduction 
of two villagos and estates, leaving the pergunnah with 112. These were subsequently 
transferred, 110 going to Delhi, and two to the Meerut Pergunnah of Jelalabad. Again, 
when Lonee was restored to Meerut in 1859, 130 villages, comprising 132 estates, came 
over : 104 out of the 110, which had been taken, and 26 new villages formerly belong¬ 
ing to the Delhi District. 

One estate has been formed by partition, and a small estate of 30 acres, under the 
walls of Delhi and across the Jumna, has been transferred to Delhi, leaving the per¬ 
gunnah at present with 129 villages and 132 estates. 

Whilst admitting that this total disruption of pergunnahs was perhaps rendered 
necessary under the British system of fiscal arrangements, our Indian conservative 
instincts cannot fail to make us feel regret that the necessity did arise, or arising was 
not averted. 

All the old local divisions of estates, castes, and tribes’have been lost to us. Even 
the families of the “ chowdries” or heads of clans cannot now be traced out. 

Ours has been an utilitarian and levelling rule. With the rajahs and talookdars 
in tho North-West Provinces went all power to influence the people for good through 
their acknowledged clan chiefs. 

State of agriculture and chief products .—I have before noticed the fact that, by 
reason of liability to inundation, much of the lower river lands of the pergunnah are 
devoted to tho “ rubbee ” or spring harvest, considering the products in parts of the 
number 100, we have the following as principally grown :— 


Wheat, 

Rubbee. 

... 31 

Sugar-cane, 

Khurreef. 

1 

Barley, 

... 7 

Cotton, ... 

7 

Gojai, 

;> 

Maize, ... 

4 

Wheat and Barley, 

Churree, 

5 

Gram, 

... 6 

Bajra and Joar, 

23 


This is not the return of a richly-farmed tract. The “ gojai,” or wheat and barley 
mixed, is tho sign of careless Goojur cultivation, as also is the large proportion of 
churree, bajra, and joar crops. 
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The area under sugar-cane which shows so badly is increasing year by year. The 
cultivation of <c ponda,” or cane for eating, vegetable gardens for the supply of the 
Delhi market, and tobacco, though occupying at present only 153 acres, inappreciable 
in my return, is also, I am assured, being extended. 

Former rates of rent and -assessment .—Sir H. Elliot in hia report on the Meerut 
settlement, writing of the Lonoc and Baghput pergunnahs, which adjoin each other, 
tells us that “ peculiar causes have always tended to keep these pergunnahs at an assess¬ 
ment below the proper standard. A combination (ho says) has usually existed amongst 
the most influential men in them to keep down the Government demand, and deter 
farmers from coming forward to engage for mou/.ahs (villages) which would have 
yielded large profits to those who could have retained quiet possession. 1 ’ 

To such an extent did this system of intimidation prevail, that he also tells us 
that tehseeldars of the district were “ unwilling to be employed in their superintend¬ 
ence and control.” 


The evil influence of the Delhi court was here no doubt at work, hut looking at 
tho old assessment of the Louee Pergunnah, which was the most exposed to this sort 
of thing, and comparing it with what, notwithstanding its improvement in late years, 
I am proposing to assess, I do not think the Government demand fixed by Sir H. Elliot 
was too Jow. 


In Baghput, on the other hand, the richer pergunnah, and at a groater distance 
from Delhi, the effects of the combination he speaks of are vory apparent. 

Sir. H. Elliot’s aero-rent and revenue-rates for Loneo were— 

Bent-rates. Deduced He venue-rates. 

Irrigated. Vnirrigated. Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

Kb. a. p. Be. a. p. Be. a. p. Be. a. p. 


3 8 0 


1 15 0 


2 7 0 


1 6 0 


The jumma on the cultivated area of these 106 estates, then comprised within the 
pergunnah, would have been, at the above rates, Rs. 49,704, whilst that actually 
assessed was Rs. 46,282. All data regarding the area cultivated was destroyed in the 
mutiny, but 97 villages out of the 106 were restored to us, and we know that their 
cultivated assessable area was 30,392 acres, and the jumma Rs. 43,725, giving at the 
rato of Rs. 1-7-0 per acre. I believe it to have been as truly and correctly assessed a 
pergunnah as any in the district. 

The demand was below what tho rates might have justified; but the fact is, that 
after the most elaborate calculation and deduction of revenue-rates, their existence 
is seldom perceptible when we come to analyze the jummas of individual estates. 


Present rales and assessment .—According to my usual system, I based my assess¬ 
ments entirely upon actual rents existing in tho pergunnah, comparing them with 
t hose in other pergnnnahs for similar soils, &c.; examining the village areas narrowly, 
ascertaining reasons whon rents are found below the ordinary scale, and arranging the 
estates under the several classes of rates. 


Subjected to this examination and test by classification, I find Lonee to be very 
low in my scale. Backward in every respect from the causes I have mentioned, and 
with a larger number of estates unfitted for permanent settlement than any pergunnah 
in Meerut, except perhaps Gurmooktesur. 


In tho richer and more fortunately situated parts of the district, rents for irrigated 
lands range from Rs. 3 to 4-8 the full beegah, which is five-eighths of an acre. Bnt in 
Lonee, except for lands immediately round the village sites, the rate seldom exceeds 
Rs. 3 the beegah. 

So, f|r unirrigated lands, the ordinary rent for fair soils is Re, 1-8 the beegah. 
Exceptional higher rates are so few, that it is not necessary to tako them into calcula¬ 
tion. 
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The poorer low river-lands and sandy bhoor rent at from 12 annas to Bo. 1 the 
beegah as elsewhere. 

The following, therefore, are my standard rent-rates for the full beegah :— 



Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 

Bhoor and poor river • 


R*. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. 

8 . 

P- 

Kutclia bcegab, 

... 10 0 

0 8 0 

0 

4 

0 

Rucca ditto, 

... 3 0 0 

1 8 0 

0 

12 

0 

Acre, ... 

4 12 S 

2 6 4 

1 

3 

2 


Irrigated. 

Unirrigated (averageJ. 




Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 




Bent-rates, 

... 4 12 8 

1 14 9 1 

• per acre* 



Revenue-rates, 

... 2 6 4 

11 15 4 1 




Tho poor estates on the lower river-lands, which have largo tracts of cnlturable 
waste,generally owned by Goojurs, showing from their condition and style of agri¬ 
culture want of energy and apparently also of hands to cultivate, and exhaustion as 
if war-stricken. Such estates I have treated exceptionally, and assessed without 
hesitation at tbe lowest rates. 

The result is a large increase on the former Government demand—far larger than 
I had expected. I have re-examined the iands of all doubtful villages, and have 
assured myself by a careful examination of all data at my command, that thero is no 
reasonable ground for a lighter revenue. 

Tho revenue-rates assessed upon the 82 villages now in Lonee, and formerly settled by 
Sir H. Elliot, those assessed upon all the estates now comprised within the pergunnah, 
at whatevor time settled, and my own now proposed, may be thus compared • 


• 

Malgoozaroej 

jfTffe A 

Cultivated. 

Jumma. 

Rate on 
malgoozaree. 

Acre-rate 
on cultiva¬ 
tion. 


_ 






l.—Sir II. Elliot's 82 khulsa estates 
of Old Lonee, ... ... 

Rs. 

42,531 

38,392 

Rs. 

43,725 

Ks. a. p. 

10 5 

Rs. a. p. 

1 7 0 

2.— The khalsa estates ef present 
Lonee ns last settled, ... 

74,676 

63,289 

74,448 

0 U 7{ 

1 6 9} 

3.—My proposed assessment rates on 
present Loaee, ... ... 

83,7.98 

•1,879 

i 

87,261 

1 O 8 

1 6 6$ 


Amongst the estatos now comprised within the pergunnah limits are 14, which 
were formerly revenue-free, and have been resumed and settled at subsequent dates 

Ex-king of Oude’s Estate, ... ... ... 6 villages. 

Ex-king of Delhi’s Estate, ... ... 6 „ 

Others, ... ... ... ... 2 ,, 

They all appear to have been in a wretched plight when this happened, but are 
now rapidly improving their condition. Their irrigated area has increased from 706 
to 2,859 acres, or rather more than quadrupled itself, and cultivators only are now 
wanting to make them equal their neighbours. 


ihCIEASE— 


Tbe increaso and decrease of the revenue-roll,, from the usual causes noted in the 

margin, have result¬ 
ed in the Government 
demand rising from 
Ks. 74,448- to Bs. 
76,878,. at which it 
now stands. 




Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Resumed maafee plots, 


4,427 

6 

0 

Alluvion,... 

... 

... 358 

0 

0 


Total increase, 

... 4,785 

6 

0 

.DECREASE — 





Railways, Canal Roads, 

... ... 

... 821 

13 

7 

Diluvion,... 

4.4 ... 

... 1,271 

0 

0 

Miscellaneous, 

»•* 

... 262 

6 

0 


Total decrease, 

... 2,855 

3 7 


Surplus increas, 


Finally, to show 
side by side the rate- 
2,430 2 5 of incidence of the 
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former jumma, as originally assessed upon the malgoozaree and cultivated areas as they 
were then, with those of the present Government demand, and my proposed assess¬ 
ments upon present measurements:— 



Malgoozaree. 

Cultivated. 

i 

Jumma. 

Acre-rate on 
cultivation. 




Ks. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Original assessment, ... 



74,676 

52,229 

74,448 

1 6 9| 

Present Government demand. 

... 


83,798 

61,879 

76,878 

1 3 104 

Proposed assessment. 

... 

... 

83,798 

61,879 

87,261 

1 6 6 | 


If we refer back to the paragraph on the condition and progress of the pergunnah 
during past settlement, poor as it is compared with the country around, I think I am 
fully justified in returning to the old rate. I may mention also that I bad finally deter¬ 
mined on my assessments of each estate working upon actual rents, and examination 
of lands as my guides, before I knew how very closely I had approached the old rates. 
The confusing changes of pergunnah limits, and the Oude and Delhi estates, which 
had been resumed subsequently to Sir H. Elliot’s assessment, had caused confusion in 
my vernacular papers, which I only at the last moment discovered and rectified. 


The Pergunnah of Jalalabad is rather centrically situated as regards the district 
itself, and lies to the south-east of the city of Meerut on the Delhi road. 

It is hounded by the Pergunnah of Meerut on the north, the Pergunnah of Sura- 
wah on the east, the Perguunahs of Dasnah and Lonee on the south, and the River 
Hindun along its entire length forms the western boundary. 

The Grand Trunk Road from Meerut to Delhi divides tho pergunnah into two 
parts, and the Ganges Canal also runs almost parallel with that road throughout the 
entire length, crossing it towards its entrance into the Dasnah Pergunnah. 

The villages on the east of the Delhi Road are certainly far inferior as regards 
fertility of soils to those on the west, with exceptions, however, in both cases. Some of 
the estates to tho south-east, bordering on the Dasnah Pergunnah, are as rich as any 
in the pergunnah, and, again, as a rule, those lying immediately on the river Hindun 
arc perhaps the poorest. 

From the statistics of the former settlement, and from our present examination and 
classification, we find that the Ganges Canal passes through the most fertile portion of 
the pergunnah. 

The assessment of the pergunnah at the former settlement was undoubtedly 
exceedingly light, and necessitates now a heavy increase, still leaving it at rates which 
I know to be easy and below what might be taken perhaps, but which, until rents have 
had time to adjust themselves, it would be at present unsafe to take as our basis of 
assessment. 

There are thus few estates which I should be as yet inclined to recommend for 
permanent settlement. 

The rates of the former assessment in the estates to the east of the pergunnah, 
which I have described as being generally inferior to those on the west, were found to be 
so heavy, as compared with those fixed for the richer tracts, that it would almost seem 
as if the work had been done by two separate officers. With extensive well-irrigation 
and rich soils many of the western villages were assessed under one rupee per acre, 
whilst many of the poorer to the east were at rates over two rupees. 

In the former our present proposed assessment has raised the jummas heavily, 

whilst in the latter relief has been afforded. 

10 
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Between the measurements of past and present settlements there is only a differ¬ 
ence of 585 acres, appearing as an increase to the total area which we find to be 
127,211 in place of 126,626 acres recorded beforq. 

The revenue-free area has, by lapse and resumptions, decreased from 6,135 to 1,309 
acres. 

The area entered as barren has increased from 11,449 to 15,547 acres, chiefly by 
reason of lands having been taken up for the Ganges Canal, and its discharging chan¬ 
nels, and also for roads. The Hindun River keeps pretty closely to its channels, and no 
great change is found to occur by diluvion or alluvion. 

The culturable area has dccreasod from 25,348 to 18,166 acres, boing a difference 
of 7,182 acres. 

The area under cultivation has not changed to any groat extent, showing an 
increase of 8,795 acres only, and this is to be accounted for by the fact above stated 
that the Ganges Canal passes through tho tract previously well and fully cultivated. 

Irrigation has, however, made vast strides, and we find 66,030 acres under 
irrigation from all sources as against 26,156 acres at last settlement, the increaso 
boing 39,874 acres. About half tho irrigated area is watered from wells, whilst 
extensive areas of land have had their fme-well capability destroyed and supplanted by 
tho canal. 

The highest jumma for the pergunnah fixed at last settlement, under Reg. IX. of 
1833, was Rs. 1,41,126. Lapses and resumptions of revenue-free holdings increased it 
by Rs. 4,646, and remissions on account of land taken for publia purposes reduced it 
by Rs. 2,190, leaving the net jumma at Rs. 1,43,582. 

I have stated that so light have hitherto been the rates of assessment over a largo 
number of estates that I know my proposed rates to be easy even to a fault, but that 
any greater rise than that proposed would cause too great a social revolution, until rents 
had had time to adjust themselves, and that therefore permanent settlement, except 
in a few estates, was not advisable. 

That this is the case may be seen from the jummas at soil and produce deduced 
rates, and at irrigated and unirrigated rates, as applied to present measurement. 

At deduced soil and produce rates tho jumma would be Rs. 1,95,040, giving a 
rate on cultivation of Rs. 2-1-10 per acre. 

At irrigated and unirrigated rates upon present measurement it would be 
Rs. 1,99,939 at a rato on cultivation of Rs. 2-4-8 per acre. 

At my class-rates, grouping the villages according to soils and rents existing, the 
jumma is Rs. 1,75,055, and the cultivated acre-rate Re. 1-14-5. This is very light 1 
know; that it is proper and suitable for a further terra of settlement I am well assured. 
It gives an increaso upon the existing revenue demand of Rs. 31,474 for tho per- 
gunnab. 

The prevailing rate of rent for irrigated lands, which we find all over this part of 
the country in this os in adjoining pergunuahs, is Re. 1 per kutclia bcegah which equals 
Rs. 3 per pucka beegah, or lls. t-12-8 per acre. Just on the north-west border, where 
some very rich estates adjoin the Meerut Pergunnah, we find Re. 1*2-0 and Re. 1-4-0 per 
kutcha beegah very common, assimilating to higher rates prevailing in Meerut Por- 
gunnah ; and in the Nowaree Estate rates have lately been enhanced to this extent by 
private arrangement and arbitration, which proves the tendency of rents to be rising, 
but my conviction is that we must not violently force up rents, but rather, postponing 
permanent assessment, allow them to rise gradually, which they will and must do 
steadily to meet the more rapid rise in prices of all produce. 
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The Jats hold 41 entire estatos besides the chief shares in 15 others; they have sold 
and mortgaged 6,411 acres, and have bought 6,857 acres ; the Hindoo Tagas hold 40 
whole estates, with shares in 23 others; they have disposed of 7,093, and have pur¬ 
chased 6,047 acres. 

But the Tagas in this pergunnah rebelled, and in some instances committed mur¬ 
der, for which their estates, about seven in number, were confiscated, and this makes a 
very great difference in the area transferred, as well as the percentage of transfers. 

The prevailing castes of cultivators are, as may be supposod, the same as those of 
proprietors—Jats, Tagas (Hindoo and Makomedan), Rajpoots, and the ordinary low 
classes. 

There are a few villages in which Beloochees hold proprietary rights, but they 
seldom put their hand to the plough, and employ themselves almost entirely with their 
camels iu the carrying trade, letting out their lands to their neighbours aud the lower 
classes of tenants. 

As a rule, the Tagas in this pergunnah are a more industrious race than we usually 
find them to be. Jats are always a busy, pushing, energetic race, but Tagas and 
Rajpoots curiously enough seem always influenced by any example they may have 
besido them. 

There is still much to be done in the way of improvement in this pergunnah. A 
large number of estates are fully cultivated and irrigated, whilst others again have 
large tracts of culturable waste. Without doubt much of this will rapidly come under 
cultivation; for the capability for well-sinking is good over the whole pergunnah, and 
the Ganges Canal has, we may suppose, almost reached its limits of distribution power 
as far as Meerut is concerned; whilst the people will not again lay out capital in wells 
so long as they think there is a chance of obtaining canal-water, which would also, by 
its spread, destroy the fruits of their labour aud expended capital by breaking down the 
wells. 


Of the khalsa lands, out of 127,211 acres, tho total area (27,409) have changed 
„ . , ,, „„ hands by transfer in the mode shown in the margin. This 

Private sale, ... 16,764 " ® 

Forced sale, ... 6,472 equals about 23 per cent, on the whole area. 

Mortgage, ... 6,173 

Total 27 <09 The largest sellers as well as buyers of land have been 

- Jats and Hindoo Tagas, who are the principal landowners in 

the pergunnah. 


The chief products are found to be grown in the following proportions :— 
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Cotton cultivation may always be expected to vary according to the market 
demand, and will when reduced in extent, as it probably will do in this year (1867), be 
supplanted by an extended area under wheat, which is rapidly becoming the most 
valuablo and certain crop grown. 
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Nearly the whole of this tract formed part of the Begum Sumroo’s territory, which 
lapsed to the British Government on her death in January, 1836, just after the comple¬ 
tion of the Meerut settlement by Sir H. Elliot, and was settled by Mr. Plowden. Only 
eight villages in Sirdhana and seven in Burnawa were settled by Sir H. Elliot. 

The characteristics of Mr. Plowden’s settlement have been described by you in 
your memorandum upon pergunnah Barote, and a very few observations will suffice in 
this place. 

The variation of the revonue rate with the caste of all proprietors is perhaps 
more strongly marked in Pergunnah Sirdhana than even in Barote. In the Begum’s 
time, the Jats, owing partly to their greater industry and superior agricultural skill, 
and partly to party influence and feuds, were much more heavily assessed than other 
classes. And Mr. Plowden, who was in a great measure guided in his assessment by 
the data furnished by the Begum’s records, while giving them considerablo relief, still 
left their jummas much above the point indicated by his revenue rates. Looking 
to the large sums which they had hitherto paid, he considered any further reduction 
unnecessary. 

But bearing in mind what the character of the Begum’s fiscal administration was, 
it would seem better had the collections made by her been altogether disregarded. 
Mr. Plowden himself remarks in his report:—“ Tho collections were as much as her 
ingenuity could extract.” 

“ Considering her territory as a private estate, and her subjects as serfs, she appro¬ 
priated the whole produce of their labour, with the exception of what sufficed to keep 
body and soul together.” 

“ Some villages paid as high as 10 rupees per acre on the cultivated aroa.” 

Pergunnah Sirdhana. — Boundaries , soil, and general features. —Pergunnah Sirdhana 
is bounded on the north by tho Moozuffbrnuggur District, on the south and east by 
Pergunnah Meerut, and on the west by the Rivers Ralee and Hindun, which unite below 
Mouzah Pitlokur. It is separated from Burnawa by tho Hindun. 

The soil is nearly all of a very fine description, ranking with the best in the dis¬ 
trict. Only to the north and east it is deteriorated by a sand ridge, which entering 
the pergunnah at Rardhuna, procoeds in a south-easterly direction to Kirwa, and on 
the north-west corner, adjoining the River Kaleo, are a few bad villages which Buffer from 
the increase of ravines consequent on the run of drainage into the river. 

The Hindun khadir, though inclined to sand, is a fertile soil, and yields good crops 
of wheat. 

Water is found at an easy depth from the surface, and kutcha wells, except in the 
tract which is affected by the sand ridge which I have described above, or where the 
lasting quality of the soil has been injured by tho canal, can be easily made, and last 
many years. 

Canal .—The Ganges Canal passes through the porgunnah, and tho supply of water 
is most abundant. In most villages the canal water has only supplanted the kutcha 
wells, and some villages, such as Chorh, which were irrigated almost entirely from kutcha 
wells, have lost more than they have gained, as they got but a partial supply of water, 
and their wells are rapidly falling in. On the whole, with the exception of the poorer 
traot to the north and oast, tho pergunnah generally may be said to have gained little 
from the canal. Sugar and the other more valuable products aro doubtless grown in 
greater abundance than formerly, but against this advantage is to be placed the uncer¬ 
tainty of the water supply, and the utter dependence on the canal to which the people 
are reduced by tho ruin of their wells, I may here refer to the loss which soveral 
villages have sustained from interruption to tho drainage by tho canal bank or some of 
the distributing channels. The new drainage cut from Sirdhana to the Hindun has 
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not been sanctioned a moment before there was urgent need for it, and other portions 
of the pergunnah are equally worthy of the attention of the canal authorities. The 
villages of Alipore and Mudarpoora were completely flooded last rains, and almost the 
whole autumn crop lost simply from there being no outlet for the water. 

Iu Mou 2 ah Kulunjun a considerable area just under the canal bank has been ren¬ 
dered swampy and unfit for cultivation by percolation from the canal, but this is the 
only village in tho pergunnah, so far as I am aware, which has been injured from this 
cause. 

Producti .—The more valuable products aro grown in large proportion. The per¬ 
centage of sugar, cotton, and whoat is no less than 14, 10, and 33 percent, respectively. 

The sugar cultivation is perhaps the best in the district, the land being very com¬ 
monly left fallow for one harvest before the sugar is grown, while in the other per- 
gunnahs the soil is allowed no rest. There is no doubt but that the pergunnah com¬ 
prises some of the very best estates in the district. 


Tenures and Proprietors. —The prevailing tenure is bhyachara. Rajpoots hold 
nearly half the pergnnnah. The next most considerable proprietors are the Jats, who 
lie chiefly in a cluster to the south-west of the pergunnah, next the Thuggas. There 
are three villages of Puthans, two of Bclooches, one of Glujara, one of Rowahs, one of 
Saiyads, and one of Mowatcos. 


Past and present condition compared. —Tho following table shows the present con¬ 
dition of tho pergunnah as oompared with its condition at last settlement:— 



Total area, j 

Cultivation. 

Irrigation. 

Cultnrable 

waste. 

Last settlement, ... 

87,656 

51,357 

18,443 

19,532 

Present settlement, ... ... 

8 7,9 SO 

66,360 

41,389 

8,687 

Cultivation has thus advanced 29‘2 per 
doubled. The irrigated area is now 62'4 per 

cent., while irrigation has more than 
cent, of the whole cultivated area. At 


last settlement it was 35’9. 

The irrigation from wells and the canal is in nearly equal proportions; 
Thus— 

Acres. 


Area irrigated from wells, ... ... ... 19,496 

Ditto ditto canals, ... ... ... 20,914 

Ditto ditto tanks, ... ... ... 979 
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41,389 

Of the 8,687 acres of unbroken waste, 3,147 are in the Hindun khadir. 

Rates. —Mr. Plowden dividod the pergunnah into three classes, and his rent and 
revenue-rates for each class were :— 

Rent-rates. Revenue-rates. 


Irrigated. 
Rs. a. p. 

1st class, ... 7 9 7 

2nd class, ... 6 7 0 

3rd class, ... 4 12 9 

At the half-assets standard, these 
lows:— 

1 st class,... 

2 nd class, 

3rd classs, •M 

which aro not far from the mark. 


UnirrigaUd, Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

Rs. a. p. Ra. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

3 12 10 551 2 10 7 

336 480 241 

265 358 11010 

rent-rates would give revenue-rates as fol 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

Rs. a. p. Rs. a. p. 

... 3 12 10 1 14 5 

... 3 3 6 1 9 9 

... 2 6 5 1 3 2 
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The usual soil and produce rates for this pergunnah formed under your directions 
are the following :— 



Rent-rates. 

Revenue-rates. 


Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 

Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 


Rs, a, p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

1 st class, 

7 8 1 

3 14 6 

3 12 0 

1 15 3 

2 nd class, ... 

6 15 9 

3 14 6 

3 7 10 

1 15 3 

3rd class, 

5 14 3 

3 119 

2 15 1 

1 13 10 

The average pergunnah rates are : — 






Rent-rates. Revenue-rates. 



Rs a. 

P- 

Rs. a. p. 

Irrigated, 

• •• 

... 7 1 

7 

3 8 9 

Unirrigated, ... 


... 3 13 

7 

1 14 9 


The rates for the 1st and 2nd classes do not differ much from those deduced from 
Mr. Plowdon’s rout-rates. The rates for the 3rd class are too high, and those deduced 
from Mr. Plowden’s rates are more appropriate. 

But the above ratos have only boon used for purposes of comparison. After a 
careful preliminary classification of the villages in tho pergunnah, the assessments 
were based, in accordance with your own system, upon the actual rents found to obtain 
in villages of tho same class. 

The following examples will illustrate the manner in which rates have been fixed 
on Re. 1 per kutcha beegah, giving a revenue-rate of Rs. 2-6-4 per acre, is a common 
rent-rate for good average land. 

Re. 1-4-0 per kutcha beegah, giving a revenue-rate of Rs. 3 per acre, is the 
rate paid In Ekree by tho Bhulsona Jats for land adjoining their own boundary in 
which they have sunk a kutcha well or two, but in which they do not grow sugar. 

In the 1 st class estate of Bhawa Nugla tho rato of Re. 1-8-0 per kutcha beegah, 
giving a revenue-rate of Rs. 3-9-7 per acre, was recently fixed by agreement between 
landlord and tenant. This was for land either irrigated or irrigable from the canal. 

In tho 1st class village of Kurnawul, the known and acknowledged rates are 
Rs. 2 per kutcha beegah for irrigated, and Re. 1-4-0 and Re. 1 for umrrigatcd. 
Here, owing to the overflowing population and tho keen competition for land, rents 
are high. The corresponding revenue-rates would bo Rs. 4-12-8 per acre for irri¬ 
gated and Rs. 3 and Rs. 2-6-4 for unirrigated. 

In the 1st class estate of Dubutwa, tho rent of irrigated land ranges from 
Re. 1-8-0 to Rs. 2 per kutcha beegah according to situation, and unirrigated from 
12 annas to 1 rupee. 

In the 2nd class estate of Jhitkuroo, the rate of Re. 1-4-0 per kutcha beegah for 
good irrigated land has been paid for years. Poor sandy soil pays Re. 0-7-6 per kutcha 
beegah. The corresponding revenue rates are Rs. 3 and Re. 1-2-0 per acre. 

In Madarpoora, the all-round rate of 7 annas per kutcha beegah prevails. The 
soil is very poor for the most part. The corresponding revenue-rate would be Re. 1-0-9. 

The rates then which I have been led to adopt are the following :— 

For tho very best villages in the 1st class, Kurnawal, Suroorpore, &c., I have 
used the rate of Rs. 3-9-7 all round. 

For other'villages in this class, Rs. 3 all round, or where differential rates were 
necessary, Rs. 3-9-7 for irrigated, Rs. 1-12-9 for unirrigated. 
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For all other estates, Rs. 2-6-4 for any good soil they might have, and Re. 1 for 
the remainder. 

In those villages which enjoyed a uniform soil, and in which the proportion of 
unirrigated land was small, and the actual amount of irrigation seemed more or less 
an accidental circumstance, and the extension of irrigation from either canal or kuctha 
wells easy and probable, it appeared fairer to apply an all-round rate to the whole 
cultivated area than to adopt irrigated and unirrigated rates. 


The results of the application of the various rates detailed above may be thus exhi 




Rate per Acre. 




On cultiva¬ 

On mal¬ 

On total 



tion. 

goozaree. 

area. 


Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Jumma at deduced soil rates, 
At rates deduced from Mr. 

1,94,966 

2 15 0 

2 9 7 

2 3 6 

Plowden’s rent-rates, ... 
At class-rates proposed de¬ 

1,90,607 

2 14 0 

2 8 7 

2 2 8 

mand, 

1,71,180 

2 9 3 

2 4 6 

1 15 2 


Part of the difference is accounted for by the fact that it was impossible in some 
cases, either from the extreme lightness of the present demand, or the impoverished 
circumstances of the proprietors, or other cause, to raise the jumma to the proper stand¬ 
ard, and part by the fact that the deduced rates are too high for the poorer lands of the 
pergunnah. Something is also due to the moderation of the proposed jumma. 

The rate of incidence of the proposed jumma as compared with the old one is 
shown in the following table : — 


Jumma as assessed 

at last 

Rs. 

On area. 

Rs. a. p. 

Average. 

On mal¬ 
goozaree. 

Rs. a. p. 

On culti¬ 
vation. 

Rs. a. p. 

settlement, ... 

• • • 

1,60,525 

1 13 

4 

2 4 3 

3 2 0 

Present jumma, 

»*• 

1,57,714 

1 12 

8 

2 1 7 

2 6 0 

Proposed jumma, 

iM 

1,71,180 

1 15 

2 

2 4 6 

2 9 3 


The jumma has thus been raised by Rs. 13,466, or 8‘5 per cent., but the rate on 
cultivation has fallen from Rs. 3-2-0 to Rs. 2-9-3. The malgoozaree rate remains almost 
as it was. 

Equalization of rates. —The chiof feature of the proposed assessment is the equali¬ 
zation of the Government domand as far as practicable, and the consequent relief to 
the highly taxed Jats. Some of the reduction? are heavy. Nine villages have had 
their jumraas lowered by Rs. 8,598. In one village alone (Chorh) it has been neces¬ 
sary to remit Rs. 3,100. But the Jats have never received fair treatment, and it 
should be borne in mind not only that the original assessment was oppressive, but 
that most of the Jat villages were already at the time of settlement in a very 
advanced condition, and almost as good as we now find them ; that there was little 
unbroken waste; and that the Government demand was fixed at two-thirds of the assets 
and not as now at one-half. 


For 2nd class estates, Rs. 2-6-4 all round, or where differential rates were neces¬ 
sary, irrigated Rs. 3, unirrigated Re. 1-12-9, and for poor sandy or broken uneven 
soil, Re. 1. 
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The unequal incidence of the existing demand, and the manner in which it has been 
rectified, may be illustrated by the oases of Suroorpore and Sirdhana 


Suroorpore, ... 

Kusba Sirdhana, Puttee 
Singh, ... 


On total 

Jumma. area, 

Rs. Rs. a. p. 

... 3,446 4 6 2 

Rae 

... 1,448 0 15 5 


Rate. 


On mal- 

On culti¬ 

goozaree. 

vation. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

4 13 7 

5 3 5 

1 6 1 

1 8 11 


Suroorpore is a Jat and Sirdhana a Tugga village. In all natural qualities 
the two estates are exactly on a par, and if Suroorpore is more highly cultivated, 
Sirdhana has the greater facilities for canal irrigation, and it is the market town of the 
pergunnah. Yet Suroorpore pays Rs. 5-3-5 per acre on cultivation, while Sirdhana 
gets off for Rs. 1-8-11. 


Now compare the newjummas:— 





Rate. 




On total 

On rnal- 

On culti¬ 


Jumma. 

area. 

goozaree. 

vation. 


Rs. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

Suroorpore, ... ... 

2,375 

3 0 4 

3 5 5 

3 9 6 

Sirdhana, Puttee Rae Singh,... 

2,700 

1 13 7 

2 10 2 

2 15 6 


The rates having been assimilated as far as possible. 

Transfers.'-' Out of the total area of 87,930 acres, 12,738, or 14 per cent., have 
changed hands by sale or mortgage. This is exclusive of a large puttee of Rardhuna, 
and a small puttee of Panchlee, which were confiscated for the rebellion of the Rajpoot 
proprietors and sold by auction. The Rajpoots have sold or mortgaged 3,998 acres, 
the Jats 1,228 and the Tuggas 1,456. 2,996 acres, or nearly one quarter of the 

whole, have passed into the hands of Bunnias. But men of all castes appear to be 
eagerly investing in land whenever they find an opportunity. Thus we find weavers, 
carpenters, barbers, and blacksmiths amongst the purchasers. 


That these classes are devoting themselves more and more to agriculture is an 
undoubted fact, and the regular agricultural classes commonly complain of it. 

Pergunnah Burnawa Boundaries,'— The Pergunnah Burnawa is hounded on the 
north by Pergunnahs Kandla and Boorhana in the Moozuffernuggur District; on the 
south by Pergunnah Baghpnt; on the east by the River Hindun, and on the west by 
the Kirsunee River and Pergunnah Barote. 

Division into two parts. —The Kirsunee River, about the middle of the pergunnah, 
leaving the boundary, goes right across to the east and flows into the Hindnn below the 
town of Burnawa. The pergunnah is thus naturally divided into two parts, and the 
division is recognized by the people. The northern .division, which contains the four 
large villages of Jeekree, Nirpoora, Daha, and Doghut, is known under the name of the 
“chou-gaon” or “ four townships.” The southern part is known as the Des. 

The mass of the population in both tracts consists of Jats, but the Jats of the “ chou- 
gaon ’ are of one tribe, and the Jats of the Des of another, and there was formerlv 
great party spirit and feud between them. And the former still profess to regard 
it as a grievance that the Bamnoulee Jats hold land north of the Kirsunee, and that 
the Phoogar and Raitna Jats obtained a footing within what they claimed as their own 
territory, The villages in the Dos were part of the old “Chouraseo”. 

Description and soil of the northern division of pergunnah. —The northern divi¬ 
sion of the pergunnah lies between the Kirsunee and the Hindun. On three sides it 
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is bounded by these rivers, and has consequently a belt of low khadir land on the 
east, west, and south. 

The khadir of the Kirsunee is not extensive, and it is not by any means a very 
rich soil, being inclined to sand. The khadir on the Hindun bank is of wider extent, 
but neither is it of first-rate quality, being sandy, and in some places injured by “ reh.” 

The crops in the khadir are wheat, gram, and tobacco. The latter crop does 
well. The wheat crops are generally good. Sugar is grown in the khadir lands 
of but one village (Mouzah Gangnaolee ) so far as I have ascertained. The reason is 
that cane grown in this land yields bad goor, and it is found more profitable to take 
a khureef crop of mukka and a spring crop of wheat than to have only one crop of 
second rate sugar. 

Above the khadir, a high belt of broken ground separates the low land from the 
cultivation on the higher level. The depth of this belt varies, but it occupies altoge¬ 
ther a large area. In most cases the village sites are situated on the edge of this 
belt, overhanging the khadir. 

The area between these belts of broken ground is for the most part very good 
soil, admitting of the construction of kutclia wells in some parts without even a wooden 
lining, and of very uniform quality. But water is deep, about 45 feet, and irrigation 
consequently laborious. 

In the khadir the water is close to the surface. But the amount of irrigation in 
the khadir is not large. 

Beginning in the north-east at Dhunoura, and running into the Hindun at Ban- 
gunga, is a natural water-course which takes the drainage of the country into the Hin¬ 
dun. In the Dhunoura estate it is merely a saucer-shaped hollow, which is cultivated 
in the rubbee. But further on it becomes a largo ravine, widening as it approaches the 
river, and taking up a considerable area. It is said to be widening year by year, and 
the ground on either bank is breaking up into ravinos. It is known under the name of 
the “Banung” ravine. 

Westward, between Nirpooraand Jeekree, there is another dip in the level of the 
country. Here, however, owing either to the nature of the soil or to the difference in 
the fall, the water has not cut out a ravine, and finds its way to the Hindun without 
injuring much the villages through which it passes. 

The line of drainage may be traced from the north of the pergunnah through 
mouzahs Kheree, Kanhur, and Chaudaen (whore it is a wide and deep channel) to the 
river. This water-course is dry in the cold season, and is in places cultivated; but in 
the rains it receives a considerable volume of water. 

These are the only marked features of the country. The soil of the whole tract is 
remarkably even. Only above the last named water-course, and parallel with it, runs 
a high tract of light sandy soil, in which kutcha wells cannot be made. The estates 
most affected by it are Nirpoora, Jeekree, Kheree, and Kanhur. It is the only poor 
soil in the bangur. 

Southern division .—The southern portion of the pergunnah having the Kirsunee 
on the north and the Hindun on the east, has a belt of khadir land on each of these 
sides, within which again runs a tract of broken ground cut up by ravines and almost 
useless for cultivation. The khadir is of the same character as that in the northern 
portion; reh perhaps is showing itself more. 

The bangur land is of one uniform good quality. There is not a rood of bboor 
soil in the whole of it, and wherever water is procurable the crops are first-rate. The 
chief rubbee crop is wheat. Not much barley is sown, as where wheat will do well it 
is not usual to sow an inferior crop. The soil is also well adapted for gram, which is 
largely sown in the unirrigated land. 
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Wells. —The soil almost universally admits of the sinking of kutcha wells. The 
depth of wells decreases towards the west and south, being greatest in the high land 
adjoining to the khadir. The depth at wkieh water is found there is at 48 feet, where* 
as in the south and west it is found at from 30 to 36 feet. The springs have risen 
owing to the vicinity of the canal. 

Canal. —There are 15 villages along the western and southern boundary which 
are more or less fully irrigated from the canal. In the north there is no canal water, 
the Kirsunee and the Hindun shutting in this part of the pergunnah. 

Comparative conditions of the north and south. —The villages north of the Kirsu¬ 
nee seem to be as a rule in worse condition than those in the south. The canal is the 
chief cause of difference. The north suffered severely in the year of famine, and has 
hardly yet recovered from the effects of that calamity. The sugar plantation received 
a great check. Loss of cattle and men, and want of capital, obliged the cultivators in 
many villages to curtail their sugar cultivation. So hard-pressed were they in some 
villages that they were obliged to sell their sugar presses to the canal villages of Chup- 
rowlee in order to raise money. 

Products, —Sugar is grown in nearly all the villages in the pergunnah. But it 
is said generally to be of inferior quality. The canal villages grow it in large proportion. 

Cotton is grown extensively, and wheat is the great spring crop. The proportion 
in which sugar, cotton, and wheat are grown are 6, 11, and 25 per cent, respectively. 

Caste of cultivators and tenures.—Hhe great mass of the cultivators are Jats. There 
is a cluster of Roweh villages on the south, where also aro a few Groojur villages, and 
on the banks of tbe Hindun are a few Llajpoot villages, small and poor. There is One 
village of Kahars, two of Tuggas, and two of Mahomedans. The rest are Jat villages. 

The prevailing tenure is bhyachara. There are some very large proprietary bodies. 
The few villages which had been confiscated for rebellion, and given away to individuals, 
are the only examples of zemindaree tenures. 


Past and present condition compared. —Tlio following table shows tbe relative con¬ 
dition of the perguunah now and at last settlement 



Total »rea. 

Cultivation. 

Irrigation. 

Culturable waste 

Last settlement, ... 

; 

72,517 

38,252 

11,047 

18,115 

Now, ... ... 

72,754 

50,258 

26,836 

7,6 li 
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Cultivation has thus advanced 31 - 4 per cent., or nearly one-third ; irrigation has 
nearly doubled. At last settlement there was only 29 per cent, of the cultivated area 
irrigated ; the percentage is now 52. 

Acres. 

The area irrigated from wells is, ... ... 21,194 

Ditto ditto canal, ... ... 4,406 

Ditto ditto tanks, &c., ... ... 738 


Rates. —Mr. Plowden’s rates were as follows :— 



Rent-rates. 

Revenue-rates. 

Irrigated. 

Unirrigated. 

Irrigated. | 

1 

Unirrigated. 

1 st class, 

2 nd class, ... ... 

Rs. a. p. 

6 6 5 

4 0 0 

Rs. a. p. 

3 3 3 

2 0 0 

Rs. a. p. 

4 7 8 

3 12 9 

1 

Rs. a. p. 

1 3 10 

1 6 5 
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At the half-assets standard these rates would give the following revenue-rates : — 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

1st class, ... Rs, 3 3 2 Rs. 19 7 

2nd class, ...,,2 0 0 „ 1 0 0 which are low. 

The deduced soil and produce rates for the pergunnah are :— 

Irrigated, ••• ... Rs. 3 11 8 

Unirrigated, ... ... ... ,, 1 14 5 

The rates I have used in assessing are the same as those applied to Pergunnah 
Sirdhana, v'z .:— 

Rs. 3 9 7 and Rs. 3 0 0 irrigated. 

„ 1 12 9 for unirrigated. 

..100 for inferior or broken uneven soils. 
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The same rents are found as in that pergunnah; Re. 1 per kutcha beegak is the com¬ 
mon rate for outlying land; it is the rate almost universally paid by pyekasht assamoes. 


In the confiscated village of Bujvvara the rates are :— 


Re. 18 0 per kutcha beegah for irrigated. 

„ 10 0 for unirrigatod, and 

Rs. 2 8 0 for sugar. 

In Pachokur, Sirsul, Skeikpoora chahee land pays Re. 1-4-0, and barauee 14 
annas and 12 annas. 

In Dhunoura some tenants pay the rate of Rs. 4 per pucka beegah all round. This 
is good land, and nearly all irrigated. 

These rates give the following results :— 

Rs. Hate on Cultivation. 

Jumma at deduced soil rates, ... 1,41,862 Rs. 2 13 2 

Jumma at last settlement rates, ... 1,22,602 „ 2 7 1 

Jumma at class rates, ... 1,28,950 „ 2 8 11 


The incidence of tho old and proposed demand is shown by the following table :— 




On area. 

Rates. 

On malgoomee. 

On cultivation. 


Rs. a. p. 

Rs, a. p. 

Rs. &. p. 

Rs. a. p, 

Jumma aa assessed at settlement, 

1,80,455 O 0 

1 10 7 

2 3 5 

3 2 4 

As now realized, ... ... 

1,20,795 7 0 

1 10 7 

2 1 5 

2 6 5 

Proposed jumma, ... 

1,28,950 O 0 

1 12 4 

2 5 7 

2 8 11 


As fn pergunnah Sirdhana, while the jtimma has been raisod, the rate on cultiva¬ 
tion has sensibly decreased. The enhancement on the Government demand amounts to 
Rs. 8,154-9-0, or 6’7 per cent. 


As in Sirdhana, considerable reductions have been necessary in some of the more 
heavily assessed Jat estates, but the loss has been more than made good by tho gain in 
other estates. 

Transfers. —The old settlement on the whole worked well. Tho transfors of pro¬ 
perty by sale (exclusive of confiscated villages) amounted only to 6 per cent., and by 
mortgage to 3 per cent, of the whole. Most of these transfers were brought about by 
the pressure of the famine year. 

Concluding remarks .—In conclusion I beg to acknowledge the obligations I am 
under to Mr. C. Crosthwaite, who preceded me as Assistant Settlement Officer, and who, 
though unable to assess these porguunahs beforo leaving the district, had yet com- 
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pletcd a detailed examination of every village in them. I could not proceed to make 
the settlement on my own responsibility without seeing the villages myself, hut I 
have received the greatest assistance from the very valuable and accurate notes left bv 
Mr. Crosthwaite. There are few villages of which 1 have been led to form a different 
estimate from that gentleman. 

Boundaries. —The Pergnnnah of Kethore has the Pcrgunnahs of Hustnapore and 
Meerut on the north and west, Pergunnahs Ilaupper and Gurhmooktesur on the south, 
and the Ganges on the east. It occupies the eastern quarter of the district. 

Tbepergunnah has been altered very much since the settlement, when there were 
only 52 villages in it; there are now 127. Most of these were received from Pcrgunnali 
Meerut. 

Soil and general features.— The pcrgunnali naturally divides itself into two parts : 
],—the Khadir, or low river lands ; and, 2, the bangur, or lands upon the higher level. 
The khadir has the Ganges on one side and the old bed of that river, or the Borb Gunga, 
on the other, and is irom 3 to 6 miles in breadih. It has a fertile soil yielding good 
crops of barley, wheat, and rice. 

The soils in the bangur are of very mixed quality, numerous sand ridges intersect¬ 
ing it in ever} - direction, and though there are few villages which are altogether had, 
there are few 'ich possess a good uniform soil all round and without sand. But 
everywhere out *he influence of these ridges the soil is fair, with water (except on 
the very edge of v nlateauj near the surface, and good capability for well digging. 

Irrigation, —Out l ' total area of 120,971 acres, 81,200 are cultivated, and of 
this 23,234 are irrigated . the following sources : — 

Wells, ... ... 10,825 

Canal, ... 11,845 

Tanks, &c., ... ... 564 

23,234 

The pergunnah has benefited greatly from the cu. -specially the poorer tracts 
which were destitute of natural means of irrigation. The v ’ water is said to havo 
had u remarkable effect in improving the quality of the sugar, w_ ' ‘ore had not a 
high reputation 

Possible extension of canal irrigation. —It is impossible to say at present whether 
irrigation from the canal will be much extended or not. The irrigable area is large, 
but the supply of water is deficient, and some of the existing channels already appear 
overtasked, and it must be said that in some of the villages which have been put down 
as irrigating considerable areas, the irrigation is little more than nominal- 

Proprietors and Tenures. —The Thuggas, Hindoo or Mussulman, are the predomin¬ 
ant class in the pergunnah ; they hold 44 estates in their own hands exclusively, in¬ 
cluding the largest in the pergunnah, and have shares in 17 others. The Juts hold the 
second rank with 29, and the Goojurs the third with 18. Tho Ahecrs are next with 12. 
There is a cluster of 6 Rajpoot villages on the wost of the pergunnah, adjoining that of 
Meerut. The remainder are of various classes. 

The chief tenure is the zemindaree. 

The only example of the talookadaree tenure in the distict is found in this per¬ 
gunnah. I refer to the Pureechutgurh Talooka, comprising the villages of Puroeohut- 
gurli, Poothee, Sondut, Sheopooree, Amursingpore, and Dyalpore. These villages were 
held in jagheor by Ranee Sahib Kowur up to her death in 1854, w - hen they lapsed, 
and at the settlement which followed the tenure was adjudged to be talookadaree, and 
settlement made with the village communities. 
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Cultivators, —The chief non-proprietary cultivators are Goojurs. 

Decrease in area .—The returns show a decrease in the total area of 3,036 acres ; 
this is due to loss by dilnvion. 

Total area. 

Last settlement, ... .. 124,007 

Present settlement, ... ... 120,971 

0 Increase of cultivation and irrigation. —Cultivation has increased from 64,862 to 
81,200 acres, or over 25 per cent. Irrigation has doubled, having risen from 11,292 to 
23,234 acres. | 

\ Amount of cultivable waste.—There are still 24,356 acres of culturable waste, but 
of this 13,593 are in the khadir. ^ 

Rates .—The deduced revenue-rates obtained by experimenting upon standing crops 
in various parts of the pergunnah in the usual manner are:— 

Rs. 3 4 10 irrigated. 

„ 1 2 4 unirrigated. 

The irrigated rate is too high, considering that a large portion of the canal irrigated 
land is inferior soil. 


The unirrigated rate is very near the mark. 

The rates I have used in assessing are Rs. 2-11-2 and Rs. 2-6-4 per aere (corresponding 
with the rent-rates of Re. 1-2-0 and Re. 1 por kuteha beegah) for irrigated lands, exclu¬ 
sive of inferior soils, for which “ dry ” rates only have been charged, and Re. 1-12-9, 
Re. 1-2-0, Re. 1-0-0 and 12 annas for unirrigated, according to quality and situation. 

The highest rents which I have found in the pergunnah are in Kusbah Pnreechut- 
gurh, the principal place in the pergunnah, where Rajah Rukbeer Singh’s seer land has 
paid for several years back the rates of Re. 1-6-6 and Re. 1-9-0 per kuteha beegah for 
irrigated, and Re. 0-13-9 and 15 annas for unirrigatod, all being good land. 

In Rardhupaand Kujooree, the rate for good irrigated land is Re. 1-4-0 per kuteha 
beegah. 

In Puswara the rates are: — 

Re. 1 3 8 for irrigated good soil and well cultivated. 

0 9 10 for light sandy unirrigated soil, not actually chorh. 

0 5 7 for chorh. 

In Singhpore the rate of 10 annas por kuteha beegah is paid for unirrigated laud of 
2nd quality, inclined to sand. 

In Hursinghpore the tenants pay 12 annas per kuteha beegah all-round for unirri 7 
gated land of good quality generally, but including a little chorh. 

Further east, and especially in the tract which immediately adjoins the khadir, 
where the crops are exposed and land is abundant, rents are lower. Thus, in Nurung- 
pore, which is situated on the edge of the bangur, and has good soil for the most part, 
the rate is Re. 0-7-6 per kuteha beegah. In Chochaee, similarly situated it is Re.0-6-8. 
In Salour, where the soil is not so good, the rate is Re. 0-5-0. 

In Chitwana, a very sandy village, one of the worst in the pergunnah, but now 
improving under the influence of canal irrigation, the rents fixed long before the canal 
water became available, are Re. 0-5-5 for chorh, whioh is high sand, and Re. 0-6-8 
for better soil. 

Proposed rates easy .—It will be seen from the above instances of actual rente that 
the rates upon which the assessments have been based are rather below the half-assets 
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standard. The existing demand generally was found so extremely low that any greater 
enhancement, at least for the present, seemed unadvisable. As it is, the total Govern¬ 
ment demand for the pergunnah, has been raised by Rupees 27,143, or 29 per cent. It 
has been necessary in some cases to double and even to treble the Government demand, 
and even then an approximation only to the proper standard has been obtained. 

Progressive assessment in a fm instances. —In the case of Jaroda, Sikyra, and per¬ 
haps one or two other villages, the necessary enhancement is so great that it is proposed, 
as an indulgence to the proprietors, and to provide against the danger of too rapidly 
increasing the Government demand, to raise it gradually by letting them have their 
estates on easier terms for the first five years. It is to be observed that this is quite 
different from assessment upon an estimate of prospective assets, which has been for¬ 
bidden by authority. These estates could bear the jummas it is proposed to put upon 
them at the present moment, but to take the full amount at once would have an appear¬ 
ance of hardship. 


Comparative incidence of present and proposed assessments —The following table 
shows the rate of incidence of the proposed jumma and of the present jumma both as 
originally assessed and as it now falls :— 




Rate. 

On cultiva¬ 
tion. 

On 

malgoozaree, 

On 

total area. 

Old Jumma, ... ... ... 

Present Jumma, ... ... ... 

Proposed Jumma, ... 

Rs. a. p. 

93,896 0 0 
93,937 7 0 
1,19,380 0 0 

Rb. a. p. 

1 6 11 
13 2 

1 7 6 

Rs. a. p. 

0 18 3 

0 U 0 

1 2 1 

Rs. a. p. 

0 12 0 

0 12 2 

0 15 9 


The subjoined tables give the same information for the bangur and kliadir 
separately:— 





l 

Bate. 





On 

cultivation. 

On 

malgoozaree. 

On 

total area. 

I 

' 

| Old Jumma, ... 

Rs. a. p. 
86,674 0 0 

Rs. a. p. 

1 6 6 

Rs. a. p. 

0 15 7 

Rs. a. p. 

0 14 2 

Bangur, < 

Present Jumma,... ... : 

86,952 7 0 

1 3 4 

1 0 1 

0 14 2 

1 Proposed Jumma, ... 

1,13,050 0 0 

1 7 10 

1 4 11 

1 2 5 

1 

1 Old Jumma, 

6,222 0 0 

1 13 11 

0 4 4 

0 3 10 

Khadir,... < 

Present Jumma,... 

5,2«5 0 0 

0 15 7 

0 4 5 

0 3 8 

i 

[ .Proposed Jumma, ... 

6,330 0 0 , 

1 2 8 

0 5 3 

0 4 5 


Condition of khadir :—• 

Total area. 

Cultnrable 

Cultivation. 



waste. 


Last settlement, 

... 26,237 

19,595 

3,327 

Present settlement, 

... 22,835 

13,593 

5,436 


Though, as compared with last settlement, there lias been an increase of cultivation 
in the khadir to the extent of 2,109 acres, yet this is nothing to what might have been 
expected, considering the long lease and the amount of arable land available. The iu- 
crease, too, lias only been in a few villages. Since the mutiny there has been a great fall¬ 
ing off. The inhabitants, who were principally Goojurs, were all more or less dispersed 
in that year, and the proprietors, who are mostly absentees, either from policy or neglect, 
have allowed things very much to take their own courso. The whole tract is now over¬ 
run with wild pigs, and great energy and a considerable expenditure of capital in 
locating cultivators, &c., will be necessary before it can be reclaimed, nor can any im¬ 
mediate returns to capital be looked foi 
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Necessity for drainage .—In the estates which border on the Borli Gunga the pro¬ 
prietors have another difficulty to contend with. Swamps, caused, I believe, by the canal 
water being thrown into the Borh Gunga higher up have been formed, and till some¬ 
thing is done in the way of draining off the water, improvement in these estates is im¬ 
possible. The zemindars can do nothing themselves, but if the drainage were under¬ 
taken by Government, they would gladly bear a share of the expenses. Any such 
drainage scheme would be of immense benefit to a large tract of country. The damage 
has been caused by the canal water, and the canal authorities ought to provide a remedy. 
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Short settlement for Khadir. —It is proposed to settle the tract on easy terms for a 
short period of five years. If at the end of that term it is found that the zemindars 
have exerted themselves and brought land under cultivation to a certain amount fixed 
and determined for each estate, then the lease might be renewed for another five years on 
the same terms. If there is no improvement, let the estate be dealt with in the manner 
indicated in Section 8, Regulation VII. of 1822. Let the zemindars be given clearly to 
understand that after the five years have expired they will receive no indulgence what¬ 
ever, and will infallibly lose their estates if they have not shown signs of exerting them¬ 
selves. After 10 years let a resettlement be made. 


This work has all been completed by Mr. Porter, Assistant Settlement Officer, to 
whom these perguunahs had been entrusted, and from my own intimato knowledge of 
the condition of the pergunnahs, and from a careful examination of the results of Mr. 
Porter’s labours now submitted, I am able, as Collector in charge of the Meerut Settle¬ 
ment, to forward them with a confident recommendation that they should be approved, 
in anticipation of the final sanction to the settlement. 

2. As will be seen, very heavy reductions have been granted in some estates which 
had been oppressively taxed for reasons given in the memoranda. Many estates, on the 
other hand, have been brought up to the proper and fair standard of assessment from a 
low and comparatively nominal assessment. Equalization of the demand in accordance 
with the ruling rates of reuts and prices has been aimed at, whilst at the same time the 
Government interests have been maintained in proportion to the improved condition of 
the country. 


3. The results, as compared with former settlement, are as follows :— 



Former Junima. 

Proposed Jumma. 

Increase. 





Rs. 

Us. 

Rs, 

Sirdhanah, 




1,60,525 

1,71,180 

10,655 

Burnawa, 


. .. 


1,20,455 

1,28,950 

8,495 

Kethore, 

... 


... 

22,626 

1,19,380 

26,484 



Total, 


3,73,876 

4,19,510 

45,634 


Separate comparative statements have been submitted for the bangur villages 
(those lying on the high levels) and those on the khadir or Ganges River low lands, in 
Pergunnah Kethore, but in the above statement of results I have shown them together. 


PERGUNNAHS 
SI RDHANA, BURN AW A 
AND KETHORE: 

Br Mb. 1’okbss. 


4. For various reasons, the jummas we find now being paid have changed during 
the term of past settlement, and the proposed, as compared with the present assessment, 
may be thus seen 


1 

I 

Present Jumma. 

Proposed Jumma. 

Increase. 



r.8. 

Ks. 

Rs. 

Sirdhannh, .»« 

... Mt 

1,57,714 

1,71,180 

13,466 

Burnawa, ... 

... 

1,20,79 

1,28,950 

8,155 

Kethore, 

... 

92,247 

1,19,380 

27,143 


Total, 

3,70,746 

4,19,510 

48,76+ 
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PERGUNNAHS 
SIRDHANA, BURNAWA, 
AND KETHORE: 

By Mb. Fobbes. 


PKRGUNNAII MEERDX; 
Bi Mt. J. S. Pubteb. 


5. The rates of incideaoe of former, present, and proposed assessments on areas 
are as follows ;— 




Acre rate on 
area. 

Acre rate on 
malgooz&rec. 

Acre rate on 
cultivation. 


Former, ... 

Rs. a. p. 

1 13 4 

Ra. a. p. 

2 4 3 

Rs. a. p. 

3 2 0 

Sirdhana, ... 

Present, ... 

„ Proposed, ... 

I 12 8 

9 1 7 

a s o 

1 IS 2 

2 4 6 

g»3 


Former, 

1 10 7 

2 3 5 

3 2 4 

Burnawa, ... ... 

Present, 

. Proposed, ... 

1 10 7 

2 l 6 

2 6 5 


1 12 4 

3 5 7 

2 • 11 


Former, ... 

0 14 2 

0 15 7 

1 6 6 

Kethore, bangur villages, ... 

Present, 

. Proposed, 

0 14 2 

1 0 1 

1 2 4 


1 2 5 

1 4 11 

1 7 to 


Former, 

0 3 10 

0 4 4 

1 13 11 

Kcthore, Khadir villages, .... 

Present, .„ 

0 3 8 

0 4 5 

0 15 7 

Proposed 

0 4 5 

0 5 3 

1 2 8 


I place these rates for the bangur and khadir villages separately because the two 
tracts differ so entirely, and require such a different system of rates, that to show them 
together would give a false idea of the rate of incidence on the whole. 


The work has occupied me longer than I anticipated. The English olerks 
were occupied with the other pergunnahs, and there was some delay in getting tho 
area statements translated. Then, in a considerable number of villages the soils were 
found to be very incorrectly entered, and the khusrahs had to be revisod. The per- 
gunnah is a very large one, with 421 mehals, exclusive of maafee villages, and besides 
these there were many applications for the separate assessment of puttees forming 
portions of one estate. Where possession, as was frequently the case, did not correspond 
with the biswa shares on which tho jumma was paid, or where an unfair butwara had 
bcon made, as was not uncommon, the parties who hold less land or land of less value 
thau they ought naturally, applied for relief, and these applications ofton involved a fur¬ 
ther and closer inspection of the village. 

Description of Pergunnah ,—The pergunnah is the central pergunnah of the district. 
Its breadth from east to west is about 23 miles, and its extreme length from north to 
south 24 miles. It contains an area of 368 square miles, exclusive of cantonments. 
It is very square and compact in shape, with the exception only of the projecting strip 
which runs up north and joins the Moozuffernuggur District. Pergunnah Sirdhana 
may be said to occupy the north-west cornerof this pergunnah, and in any future recti¬ 
fication of tho pergunnah boundaries would naturally be absorbed in it. 

The pergunnah is bounded on the west by the River Hindun. Fringing this is a 
belt of low land, varying in breadth from a mile to a mile and a half, and extending from 
Kuleena on the north to Dholreo on the south. Within the last few years this tract 
has become quite swampy and water-logged, and much cultivated land has had to be 
abandoned in consequence. Reh has at the same time made its appearance. It is 
curious that in the similar and similarly situated tract in Pergunnah Sirdhana further 
to the north no such deterioration has taken place. Perhaps the reason is to be sought 
in the fact that canal irrigation in the Meerut Pergunnah approaches close to tho edge 
of the high lauds, while in Sirdhana canal irrigation remains at a greater distance. 

The Kalee Nuddee traverses the whole length of the pergunnah from north to south. 
It passes four miles east of the town of Meerut, and is crossed at Gokulpore on the metal? 
led road to Gurhmooktessur by an iron bridge. It is here joined by the Aboo Nullah, 
an artificial cut, originally designed to connect the west Kalee Nuddee with the town of 
Meerut, but which failed in its object. Its course is, however, still distinctly traceable 
throughout this pergunnah from Mouzah Chukbundee to its junction with the Kalee 
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Ntulee (east). The banks of the nuddee are low, and swamps have been formed here PERGUNNAH MEERUT 
also and land thrown out of oultivation. I believe this is owing to the river being used Br J ‘ S ' PoMSK ‘ 
as a canal escape and to percolation. 

The Choya, a small stream running parallel to the Kalee Nuddee, may be said 
roughly to form the eastern boundary of the pergunnah, dividing it from Kethore. This 
stream convoys a good deal of water in the rains but is dry at other seasons. The only 
other physical feature of importance is a sand ridge which enters the pergunnah at 
Publoe, and skirting cantonments on the north-east, proceeds in a south-westerly direc¬ 
tion to the Sarawa Pergunnah. This is a continuation of the sand ridge in Pergunnah 
fiirdhaaa, which I noticed in my report upon that pergunnah. 

Soils and irrigation. —In such au extensive pergunnah there is of course a great 
variety of soils, but it may be said that with the exception of the tract which is within 
the influence of the sand ridge I have described above, and the poor sandy soil which 
fringes the Kalee Nuddee on either side, there is little bad land in the pergunnah. Of 
a total of 168,045 acres, 94,699 are a good firm clay, while 60,158 are more or less 
light in character, and 13,188, or not quite 8 per cent., are actual bhoor. 

The soil is generally of remarkably fine and fertile quality. Water is close to the 
surface, and kuteha wells are made at a trifling cost and last well. The Ganges Canal 
passes down the pergunnah on the west, and the whole tract between the Hindun and 
the Kalee Nuddee is more or less completely irrigated from it—266 mehals out of the 
421 are returned as receiving water from the canal. But, as in Pergunnah Sirdhaua 
and the good parts of Hustnapore, the canal has in a great measure merely superseded 
the kuteha wells. 

The extent of irrigation from each source is shown by the following table:— 

Acres. 

Wells, ... ... ... 54,099 

Canal, ... ... ... 43,819 

Jheels ... ... ... 3,296 

Total, ... 1,01,214 

Sugar has always been grown largely in many villages of the pergunnah, but the 
opening of the Ganges Canal has given an immense impetus to the growth of this 
plant. No less than 10 per cent, of the whole cultivation is under sugar; 7 per cent, 
is sown with cotton and 31 per cent, with wheat. 


Former and present condition compared .—The following table will show the present 
condition of the pergunnah as compared with its condition at last settlement: — 



Total Area,. 

Malgoozaree 

Cultivated Area. 



Area. 

Irrigated. | 

Unirrigated. 

Total. 

Former, 

Present, ... ... 

235,158 

235,360 

195,414 

194,163 

42,482 

101,214 

107,539 

66,831 

150,021 

168,045 


While the cultivation has thus increased L2 per cent., its character has still more 
unproved. Instead of 42,482 acres of irrigation, we have now 101,214, an increase of 
168 per cent. The proportion of irrigation to total cultivation at last settlement was 
28 per cent.; it is now 60 

Transfers .—Out of a total area of 235,360 acres, 41,117 acres have been sold by 
private sale, and 7,689 by auction, being a total of 48,806, or 20 per cent. 8,370 
acres, or 4 per cent., have been temporarily transferred by mortgage. Few of these 
transfers, except in Mouzahs Jatowlee and Mumeepore, and one or two other villages can 
be attributed to severity of assessment. 


14 
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PERGUNNAII MEERUT. 
Ur Mr. J. S, Porter. 


Balances .—“There have been no balances except in the famine year, when the four 
villages Publee, Soulana, and Nuglee Ajur, and Pachpeda obtained remissions of reve¬ 
nue aggregating Rs. 898. Tho three former were somewhat highly assessed, and the 
proprietors have always been in poor circumstances. All three have now obtained 
reductions aggregating Rs. 735. The jumma of Pachpeda, which belongs to the Rajah 
of Landoura, has been retained unaltered. 


Caste of Proprietors .—The Jats are the most considerable holders of property. 
They hold 128 villages. Next come the Mahajuns, chiefly residents of Meerut, with 
82 villages; then the Rajpoots, Hindoo and Musulman, the Brahmins, Syuds, Goojurs, 
Thuggas, and Cbouhans in the order I have named them. The largest individual land¬ 
owners are Grunga Sehai, Kishen Sehai, Indur Singh, of Meerut, and Burkut Ali and 
others, Syuds of Abdoolapore. 

Tenures .—201 niehals are held on the zemindaree tenure, 166 on tho bhyachara, 
and 54 on tho putteedaree tenure. 


Cultivating Classes .—If the J ate occupied the first rank amongst the zemindars 
they are still more prominent amongst the cultivators. The Goojurs hold the second 
place, followed by the Rajpoots, Tuggas, Chouhaus, Chumars, Guddees, and Sanees (in 
this order). 


Circumstances of proprietors and cultivators .—Generally speaking, both proprietors 
and cultivators are very well off, a result to which the rise in prices, the Ganges Canal, 
easy jurnmas, and low rents have all contributed more or less. 

Last settlement rates .— Sir H. Elliot divided the pergunnab into three classes, and 
he assumed the following rates, rent and revenue,, for each of the three classes: — 



Rent-Rates. 

Revenue-Katrs. 

Irrigated. 

Uninigated. 

Irrigated, j 

lUnirri gated. 




Rs. a, p. 

Rs. a. p, 

Rs. a. p 

Rs, a. p. 

Glass I. 

at* fa 

>• f f« 

6 7 O 

3 3 6 

4 8 0 

2 4 0 

Glass II., 

... 

••• 

4 4 6 

2 8 0 

3 0 0 

1 12 0 

Class III., 

..4 

.. ... 

4 0 0 

2 3 0 

2 12 0 

ISO 


But since the settlement the constitution of the pergunnab has been greatly altered. 
Many villages have been added to it by transfers, lapse, or resumption, and many 
have been taken from it. Of the 421 mehals now in the pergunnab, only 367 were- 
attached to it at last settlement. Of these, 101 were in Class L, 228 in Class II., and. 
38 in Class III. The 54 mehals were settled at the rates of the pergunnab to which they 
belonged. Thus, 13 mehals belonging to the Begum Sumroo were, on the lapse of her 
jagheer, attached to this pergunnab, and settled by Mr. Plowden at the Sirdhana. 
rates:— 

4 at the 1st Class rates—* 

Irrigated,. Unirrigated. 

797 3 12 10 


2 at the rates — 

6 7 0 3 3 6 

and 7 at the rates— 

4 12 9 2 6 5 


So 10 mehals received from Baghput were settled at the rates— 
Irrigated . Unirrigated. 

4 0 0 2 5 0 
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10 from Sarawa at the rates — 
Irrigated. 

3 15 0 


Unirrigated. 
2 3 0 


5 from Hustnapore at the rates— 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

4 0 0 2 3 3 

11 from the Saliarunpore District at the rates — 

Irrigated. Unirrigated. 

4 4 6 2 8 0 


PERGUNNAH MEKRUT 
By M». J. S. Po«te*. 


and 4 from Moozuffernuggur at soil rates, the highost being mutyar chahee, Rs. 2-13-4. 


Now, if we apply the rent-rates assessed on each village or class of villages at last 
settlement to the irrigated and unirrigated areas as given by the present measure¬ 
ment, we obtain a total rental of Rs. 6,80,977, or a little more than double the pre¬ 
sent jununa, Rs. 3,34,557. 

If, therefore, these rents were correct, and rents have not risen, no considerable 
enhancement of laud revonne can be expected. In the absence of such rise, the in¬ 
crease of cultivation and irrigation, though considerable, has but sufficed to bring up the 
assets one-third, which increment is absorbed by the larger proportion of the assets left 
to the zemindars under present rules. It follows that when I propose to add over 
Rs. 74,000 to the Government demand, I am bound to show that rents have risen. 


Existing rents .—Rents arc now certainly higher than they wore found to be at 
last settlement. Examination of the Putwarees' papers of 42 villages in every part of 
the pergunnah in which wet and dry rates prevail gives the following average rates 





1 

Rent-rates. 

Corresponding 

revenue-rates. 

Irrigated, ... ... ... 

Uuirrigated, ... ... ... T 3 

••• »»• 

Rs. a, p. 

5 12 0 

3 0 0 

Rs a. p. 

2 14 0 

1 8 0 


In this calculation I have, of course, rejected rates which were manifestly inade¬ 
quate, but I have put down in every case the rates exactly as they are recorded, 
though in several instances I knew them to be understated. A common fraud is to re¬ 
cord a certain rate as paid upon the standard beegah, whereas it is in fact paid upon 
the village beegah of 18 guthas, or even less. A recorded rate of Re. 1 per kutcha beegah 
will thus ofton mean Re. 1-4 or more. When on this subject I may mention that the 
other great fraud I found in the putwarees’ papers consisted in recording butaee in¬ 
stead of the actually prevailing money rents, and understating the produce. The rates 
so deduced are useful as giving a minimum below which the juinma of the pergunnah 
should not fall The wet rate is low, but the dry rate is not perhaps far from the 
mark. 

So far as I know, and I have made very extended and personal enquiries there is 
no irrigated rate under Rs. 4-13-0 ; unirrigated land ranges from Rs. 2-4 to Rs, 4-8, but 
the former rate is rare, as the poorest land generally obtains Rs. 3-0. It must bo under¬ 
stood that when I make the above statement, I except such villages as Echoleo or Jun- 
gothee, where, owing to some peculiar arrangement made at the settlement, or other 
cause, the hereditary tenants hold at very low rates. 

Rs. 6 and Rs. 6-6-0 are common all-round rates in the good villages, the land 
being nearly all, if not altogether, irrigated, and these rates are universally admitted to' 
be light and easy. Indeed, Rs. 7-8 all-round is not considered out of the way, and I 
found it in a few villages Rs. 9-0, which is the irrigated rate in Dourala (which village,, 
though a fine one, is not a whit better than many others of its class), Rs. 4-8 and Rs, 3-12 
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PERGUNNAH MEERUT. 
Bt Mr. .7, S. Porter. 


are the rates for unirrigated, the latter for the poorest land, bhoor. This village has a 
considerable population, competition has had free play, and the land has commanded 
something like its market value. 

For 2nd class villages Rs. 6 for irrigated, and Rs. 3 for unirrigated, are common 
rates. 

Division into classes and assumed revenue rates.—Following Sir H. Elliott I have 
divided the estates forming the pergunnah into three classes, Nos. 1 to 154, inclusive, 
on the accompanying comparative statement, are in the 1st Class ; Nos. 155 to 307 in 
the 2nd, and Nos. 358 to 397 in the 3rd. Nos. 358 to 397 are villages on the Kalee 
Nuddee, and Nos. 398 to 420 villages on the Hindun. These also fall in one or other 
of the three classes, but have been placed together at the end of the list for convenience 
of comparison. 

The villages of the 1st class are very similar to the 1st class villages of pergunnah 
Sirdhana and I have treated them in the same way. I have assumed the revenue-rate 
of Rs. 3 per acre on cultivation all-round as the standard, and for some particularly fine 
villages which stand at the head of the class I have adopted the higher rate of Rs. 3-9-7. 
The soil of these villages is generally of one fine homogeneous quality, irrigation from 
the canal and wells abundant, and sugar produced in large proportion. Most of them 
have the benefit of Jat cultivation. 


Where, owing to marked differences in the soil, or deficiency of irrigation, differen¬ 
tial rates have been necessary, I have applied the following 

Irrigated, ... ... Rs. 3 9 7 and Rs. 3. 

Unirrigated, ... ... „ 1 12 9 and „ 1 8 0, and bhoor Rs. 1. 

I have also formed jinswar rates for villages of this class. These are the average 
of the money rates paid for every crop in 16 villages of the class. And these are rates 
which have been long in use. The prevailing rate for sugar, where it pays a separate 
rent, is Rs. 18. In several villages the rate is Rs. 24, and in one Rs. 30 per acre. 

The average rates so deduced are 



Rent-rates. 

Revenue-rates 







Rs. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 

a. p. 

Sugar cane, 


»•» 

• •• 


If* 

16 

S 

10 

8 

4 5 

Cotton, 


HI 

f* 

«*f 

•** 

6 

2 

9 

s 

l 4 

Wheat, 

• ■ • 

»*• 

... 


f.l 

S 

10 

2 

3 

13 l 

Barley, 

Ml 

» 1 • 


•M 


3 

14 

6 

1 

15 3 

Gram, 

Iff 



fff 


4 

1 

11 

2 

1 O 

Gochneo, 


Iff 


fff 

HI 

4 

12 

3 

2 

6 1 

Mukka, 

If* 

Iff 


• IT 

•t« 

4 

10 

S 

2 

6 4 

Rich, 

• »« 

f f » 

fM 

fff 

♦ I* 

4 

2 

8 

% 

1 4 

•Jowar, 

*»■ 


IM 

fff 

... 

3 

3 

7 

1 

9 9 

Churee Gwar, 

■I* 

f If 

M» 

• • » 

... 

3 

0 

10 

1 

S 5 

Arhur, 

Ml 

fff 

... 


*♦» 

4 

1 

11 

2 

1 O 


The rentals given hy these rates approach closely to those given by the average 
rates, except in villages growing a very large amount of sugar-cane, when they are 
much higher. In such cases I have preferred to abide by the average rates, or to take 
a mean between the two. The amount of sugar-cane grown depends upon the industry 
and labour of the people, not upon the quality of the soil, in which all these villages are 
very much upon a par, and it would be unfair to tax the more industrious higher than 
their neighbours, 

For the villages of the 2nd class I have assumed the rate of Rs, 2-6-4 all-round on 
cultivation as the standard. The soil of these villages , though good is not so fine and 
homogeneous as in villages of the 1st class, the surface is not so level, and sugar is not 
produced so largely. 
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Differential Rates. 

Irrigated, ... 3 0 0 

Unirrigated, ... 1 12 9 18 0 

Bhoor, ... 1 0 0 


3rd Class, 


Irrigated, 
Unirrigated,... 
Boor, 


..264 
..180 
.. 1 0 0 


PERGUNNAH MEERUT 
By Mr, J. S, four be. 


Special rates for Kusba Meerut .—Of course the town of Meerut, with its rich bara 
lands, yielding three crops every year, its high rents and cultivation requires special rates 
for itself. Those I have selected are the following, and they are all well under the 
mark :— 



Rent-rates. 

Revenue-rates. 






Rs. a. p. 

Rs. a. ]>. 

Bara, ... ... ... 

• M 




18 0 0 

9 0 0 

Other irrigated land, 

... 



• •• 

9 0 0 

4 8 0 

Unirrigated, ... ... 

... 

.. 


... 

4 8 0 

2 4 0 


These bara lands rent readily at Rs. 18, 24, and 30 per acre, and I know one plot 
which pays as high as Rs. 66 per acre. As an example of what rents now are in Kusba 
Meerut, I may mention that a holding of 24 beegahs, 5 biswas pucca, of land, of which 14 
beegahs, nine are bara, and the remainder unirrigated land at a distance from the town, held 
previously at a rent of Rs. 250, was leased last year for Rs. 450. The rent calculated 
at my rates would be only Rs. 190. And yet at these rates the jumma of Kusba Mee¬ 
rut as a whole is doubled, and that of the resumed maafecs trebled. My difficulty here 
as in many other villages has been to keep my jumma low enough. 

Moderation of Rates.~lt will be seen that while all the above are an approximation 
to adequate rates, they are far—very far from being rack-rents. 

Application of Rates and Result of Assessment .—Wo have then the following 
results 

Jumma of the pergunnah by the average irrigated and unirrigated rates deduced 
from the papers of 42 villages, and this, as I have said, is to be regarded as a minimum 
jumma Rs. 391,236. 

Jumma according to my assumed rates, Rs. 4,14,094. 

Assessing each village on its individual merits, and making "all due allowances, we 
have an actual jumma of Rs. 4,08,905 0 0 

The present jumma is „ 3,34,557 11 1 

Increase, 74,347 4 11 or 22 per cent. 

Enhancement {moderate ).—This enhancement is no doubt considerable, but it is cer¬ 
tainly very moderate. I may illustrate this by the examples of Mouzahs Tandee and 
Zeinpore in the 1st and 2nd class respectively. The former village I have assessed at 
Rs. 3 per acre on cultivation, thereby more than trebling the jumma. The proprietor’s 
agent confessed to me after I had let him know the jumma I proposed to assess upon him, 
that be realized Rs. 9 per acre all round—a fact of which, indeed, I was already aware. 
Zeiupore is a 2nd-class village, with rather less than half its cultivated area irrigated, 
and has been assessed at the rate of Rs. 2-6-1 on cultivation. The actual rate paid by the 
tenants is Rs. 6-6-0. The following table will show this more clearly : — 


Number in list. 

Class. 


Present 

Jumma. 

New 

J umnia. 

Actual 

Rental. 

Rate of 
Jumma. 

Rate of 
Rental. 








Rs, a. p. 

Rs. a. p. 

117 

L, 

Tandee, 

... 

475 

1,625 

4,887 

2 15 11 

O 

o 

o 

211 

II., 

Zeinpore, 

... 

556 

7C0 

1,874 

2 6 1 

6 6 0 


i a 
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These are the full market rents. To have assessed on these rates would have raised 
the jumma of the pergunnah two lakhs. 

Equality of Assessmeiit. —I have aimed throughout at equalizing as far as possible 
the rates and jummas paid by villages of the same class. Inequality of assessment 
does not exist to nearly the same extent as in Pergunnah Sirdhana. It has inmost 
eases been caused by the extension of cultivation since the settlement, but in others 
the assessment was originally unequal. The following is an example;—- 



Proprietors. 

Kate assessed at last settle¬ 
ment. 


On cultivation. 

On tnalgooz&ree. 



Rs. a, p. 

Rs. a p. 

Sukhoutee, 

Jats, ... ... 

3 3 X 

2 15 5 

Rohasa, ... ... 

Moguls and Meers ; the latter a kind 
of spurious Syuds, peculiar to La- 
wur and neighbourhood. 

1 7 0 

1 3 7 


The two villages adjoin each other, and in point of soil and facilities for irrigation 
are about equal. If anything, Itohasa has the advantage. Sukhoutee was fully cul¬ 
tivated at the time of last settlement, while Rohasa had a margin of culturable waste 
which has now been worked up. The original inequality has therefore been intensified, 


and the jumma now falls at tho following rates :— 


On Cultivation 

On Malgoozaree. 

Sukhoutee ,,,4 »•* »»« j 

Itohasa, »** »»• 44 * 444 

Rs. a. p, 

3 4 2 

X 4 2 j 

Rs. a. p. 

2 15 11 

1 3 4 

It is to be observed that the cultivated area in Sukhoutee has decreased owing to 
land having been occupied by the railway. 

Now compare the incidence of the new jummas :—• 


On Cultivation. 

On Malgoozaree 

1 4*4 444 444 «•* 4,4 

Rohasa, •§, 4*4 444 444 4*4 

Rs. a, p, 

2 15 0 

2 13 0 

Rs. a. p. 

2 11 2 

2 11 0 


Sir H. Elliot’s jummas were, as a rule, very moderate ; but there were some strik¬ 
ing exceptions, and notably in the case of some of the villages mentioned in para. 37 
of his report, to bo found on page 224, Vol. I., Reports of Revenue Settlement , North- 
Western Provinces. If I may venture to criticise the work of such a man as Sir H. 
Elliot, I think it is to be regretted that he did not allow more weight to his average rates 
in eight out of these nine villages. In no instance, however, were these jummas fixed by 
Sir H, Elliot; they were only retained by him. These villages are in no way pre-emi¬ 
nent amongst their class ; and in eight of thorn, I have been obliged by considerations 
of fairness, to bring down the jummas to the class-level. In the ninth (Khuroulee), 
owing to an extension of cultivation, I have been able to take a moderate enhancement, 
while reducing the rate from Rs. 4 to Rs, 2-11-10, 
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The unfortunate village of Jatowlco assessed at the enormous rate of Rg. 5-14-6 
on cultivation (in the printed report, the rate is by mistake put down as Re. 1-14-6) has 
now been reduced to an average of Rs. 2-7-11, one-third of the cultivated area of this 
estate is mere sand, and the jumma assessed would have been a very fair rental. 


PERGUNNAH MEERUT; 
Br Mr. J. S. Porter. 


The jummas of 100 mehals have boon reduced by amounts aggregating Rs. 1 2,248 
(exclusive of the sums remitted last year in Jato\vlee ; Mameeporo, and Kulyanpore) : 
in one the jumma has been retained unaltered, and in 320 the jumma has been raised. 


The highest rate on cultivation assessed upon any inehal is Rs. 5-4-3 (Kusba 
Meerut, inehal lj biswahs) tho next is Rs. 5-0-10, resumed maafee Meerut, and the 
3rd and 4th, Rs. 3-15-0 and 3-11-11, also Kusba Meerut mehals. All the other estates 
in the pergunnah are assessed at rates under Rs. 3-10-0. The lowest rate borne by any 
village is Re. 1-2-8. The average is Rs. 2-6-11. 

D O 


Comparative Incidence of Old and New Jumma. —I conclude by showing the compa¬ 
rative incidence of the proposed jumma, and the jumma of last settlement, both as 
assessed and as it now falls : — 




Hate. 



On total 
area. 1 

On 

malgoozarcc. 

On 

cultivation. 

Jumma of last Settlement, j 

Proposed Jumma, 

As assessed, ... 

As it now falls, 

Re. a. p, 

1 6 10 
rx,i 6 9 
tA U 10 

Rs. a. p. 

Ill 6 
111 7 

2 1 8 

Rs. a. p. 

2 3 9 

1 16 10 

2 6 11 


I concur with Mr. Portor in all his proposed assessments, knowing them to have 
been made after a most minute and careful examination of each individual estate, but 
the assessments of the Meerut estates, Nos. 1, 2, 3, 1 consider must be made more 
minutely, and J am now collecting data for that purpose. 


1 have the honor to submit herewith my proposed assessment of the Bangur vil¬ 
lages of Pergunnah Hustinapoor. The Khadir villages will be submitted separately. 

2. Proposed Jumma. —The present )ummas have been retained in two estates, they 
b iYc been reduced in 34, and raised in 102. The present jumma of these villages is 
Hs. 1,06,549. The proposed jumma is Rs. 1,40,425, being an increase of Rs. 33,876, or 
32 per cent:— 
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Jumma. 

Average eeb Acre. 

On Cultivation. 

On Malgoozaree. 

On Area. 


Rs. u. p. 

Rs. a. p. 


Rs. a. p. 

old, l,06,549, 

1 6 6 

1 2 5 


O IS 6 

New, 1,40,425, 

1 13 8 

1 S 3 


1 4 5 


3. Moderation thereof. —The increase of jumma is no doubt considerable. But 
looking to the present improved condition of the pergunnah as compaied with its con¬ 
dition at last settlement, and to the increased value of produce, the enhancement must 
lie considered moderate. 


4. Progress of Pergunnah. —The progress of the pergunnah since last settlement 
has been most marked. 


Cultivation has advanced 25, and irrigation 330 per cent. At last settlement 
there was only 14 per cent, of the cultivated area irrigatod. There is now 38 per cent. 
The extended irrigation is mainly due to the opening out of the Futtehgurh Branch 
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of tho Ganges Canal. In sorno villages lying chiefly on the west of the pergunnah, the 
canal has simply superseded the kutcha wells, but the mass of the pergunnah was 
without natural means of irrigation. 

The villages have been formed into classes according to feitilily of soil. Extent 
of, and capability for, irrigation, and general advantages : and the assessments have been 
founded u{x>n the actual rents found prevailing in villages of the same class. At the 
same time the special circumstances of each estate have been considered and due allow¬ 
ance made. There aro numerous instances of cash-rates throughout the pergunnah, 
and there has been no difficulty in ascertaining what the prevailing rates were. 

In the first class is a line of very fine villages on the west of the pergunnah extend¬ 
ing from Phitkuree north, to Nagouree, with good soil, admitting of the construction of 
kutcha wells at little cost, and with water at an easy depth from the surface. In this 
class are also a few villages on the south of the pergunnah. The rent-rate of Rs. G 
per acre is found in many of these estates in Jhanjurpore, Nungla Esa, Nungla Aizdee, 
Katha, the good parts of Pilona, Phitkuree, Nagouree, and the same rate has recently 
been fixed in lieu of butaee for the good lands of Mouzah Rahontec by mutual agree¬ 
ment of landlord and tenant. The revenue rate of Rs. 3 may, therefore, be adopted 
with the greatest confidence for lands of this class. 

Proceeding further east we find a number of villages with mixed soil, partly good 
and partly inferior, with no capability for well-digging, and water low, but to a greater 
or less extent irrigated from the canal. But even thegood lands of these estates are not 
so productive as those further west—a fact which is generally recognized in the pergun¬ 
nah. Por the good lauds of those estates when irrigated, I have used the revenue-rate 
of Rs. 2-6-4 per acre, and when unirrigatocl, the rate of Re. 1-12-9 per acre. These 
rates are based upon the ront-rates found in Shahpore, Bysomba, Mali mood pore, Se- 
khera; and in Tujpoora tho same rates have recently been fixed in lieu of butaee by mu¬ 
tual agreement of landlord and tenant. To the inferior lauds of these estates, the 
revenue-rato of Re. 1 per acre lias been applied. This is based upon rents found in 
Ranee Nugla, and in the inferior portions of Phitkuree and Nagouree. 

There remain some villages with neither good soil nor means of irrigation, in tiie 
assessment of which tho above rate of Re. 1 per acre has been used. But some few 
villages situated chiefly iu the south-east corner of the pergunnah which appeared 
exceptionally bad, have been assessed at the rate of twelve annas per acre, which is 
equivalent to two and a half annas the kutcha beegah. This is Rased upon the rent-rate 
of five annas the kutcha beegah, which is found in three of these estates. 

5. In conclusion, I remark that there arc not above 25 of these estates which I 
consider sufficiently advanced for permanent settlement. Nearly all, it is true, satisfy 
the condition of having 80 per cent, of their malgoozaree area cultivated, but there is 
no doubt that after the settlement canai-irrigation will be very much extended in 
most of them, even from the existing rajhuhas and channels, not to speak of the 
opening out of new ones, and to assess these estatos permanently would lead eventually 
to inequality of assessment. 

(Sd.) J. S. PORTEH, 
Assistant Settlement Officer. 


Pergunnah Baghput is situated to the west of the Meerut District; is bounded 
on the west and east by the rivers Jumna and Ilindun, on the south by the Lonee Per- 
gunnab, and on the north by those of Iiotana, Barote, and Burnawa. 

2, These three pergunnahs, with that of Clmprowlee still further to the north, are 
as regards soils the richest in the whole district, and the part of Baghput nearest to 

* Correspondence referring to the permanent settlement of this pergunnah tv ill he found at page 9 A, 
t< ory.j vol. Permanent and Temporary Settlements, N.-W, 1’rovincea. ’ 
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them partakes of the same quality of soil, but to the south it gradually loses that 
character for wonderful fertility which the dark soil, resembling garden mould, of the 
estates higher up enjoys, and shades away at last into the ordinary soils of the district; 
fertile and highly cultivated under a plentiful supply of irrigation, but without any 
distinctive qualities. 

3, As usual where rivers form the boundaries, those estates which lie on the 
edge of the “ bangur,” or high lands above the valleys, are inferior to those more hap¬ 
pily situated inland ; they always have high dry lands between the canal-irrigated 
and the khadir or river valley tracts, too high for the ordinary canal leveta, and 
without capability for well-sinking. They are often, however, compensated in a great 
measure for this drawback by the extreme fertility of the sloping lands leading from 
the bangur to the lower khadir. Just below the former, wells are easy of con¬ 
struction, and from the slope of the land each well irrigates a larger area; we here view 
with admiration the rich crops of cane, cotton, tobacco, and wheat. When such vil¬ 
lages are owned or cultivated by Jats, they throw their whole energies into these lands, 
and leave the higher unirrigated fields for their khurreef, ready always under favour¬ 
able circumstance for a second crop in the rnbbee. 

4. The Eastern Jumna Canal runs down the centre of the pergunnah through¬ 
out its entire length, aud spreads its irrigation on either side up to the furthest point 
that the high levels just adverted to will admit. 

For richness of products, high farming, and general prosperous condition of its 
people, these inland estates are not to be surpassed. 

^5. Former Condition .—The improvement which has taken place in this pergun- 
nah daring the term of the past settlement, and without doubt chiefly owing to the 
extension of the canal-irrigation system, is very remarkable. 


Thus we find :— 



r 

Old Settlement.., 

Acres. 

b=j 73,506 Acres. 

Cultivated Area, 

•? 


Increase...24,863 


i 

Present Settlement 

= 98,369 


r 

Old Settlement... 

=* 12,623 

Irrigated Area, 

< 


Increase,...46,981 

i 

Present Settlement 

= 59,064 


It appears from the report of the late Sir H. Elliot, dated 1837, that the influ¬ 
ence of the canal was then beginning to make itself feltj but unfortunately the infor¬ 
mation obtained from the report is too limited as rcgai'ds this pergunnah to afford any 
basis for a close comparison. The area above given as under irrigation at last settle¬ 
ment is obtained from the vernacular records, and unless I saw it in black and white, 
I should be inclined to doubt that it was so small in extent. ^ 

6. Sir H. Elliot speaks of the opening of the Doab Canal having lately caused 
“ a very large quantity of land” to be brought under cultivation, but when such is the 
result of the canal being opened, irrigation naturally accompanies the increased enl- 
tivation. 

It is just possible that the extent of the irrigated area was concealed in some wav 
from the Settlement Officer, or the people were holding back until the assessment ope¬ 
rations should have been concluded; but with the splendid capability for wells, which 
nine-tenths of the estates enjoyed and still enjoy, I should have looked for more than 
12,623 acres under “ well-irrigation” alone. 

7. However this may be, we must, without knowing why, suppose that Baghput 
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its neighbours to tk e north, and in certain respects in the rates of prevailing rents, lor 
instance, it is so now ; but its actual condition as regards cultivation, irrigation, and 
development of qualities, has reached the highest standard. 

8. Irrigation. —The present irrigation is thus shown. In the revenue-paying 
estates there are 596 masonry and 809 earthen wells,-—-total 1,405, and they irrigate 
22,938 acres. 

Besides these there are 32 wells out of repair, and 43 existing and in repair, but 
disused by reason of the canal. How many earthen wells have shared the same fate 
and disappeared entirely it is impossible to say. But the above return proves that the 
introduction of the canal has not damped enterprize on the part of an active [energetic 
population. It has pushed aside “ well-irrigation” from its own domain, but only to 
encourage it to flourish beyond. We And 1,288 acres irrigated from tanks, and the 
remaining largo area of 34,838 is under canal. 

9. It is not probable that canal -irrigation will be extended to any extent, and we 
may only look for outlay of capital in well-sinking to increase the “ wet” area. I must 
say, however, I should like to see a judicious reduction of the water allowance given to 
some of the more northern estates, and those over the border in Moozuffcrnuggur, and 
the water carried a little further down, hut perhaps if this could be effected, it would be 
better to carry the surplus water across the Kirshuunee Nuddee high above the Meerut 
boundary. 

10. Character and Caste of People. —In the northern pergunnahs, nearest the 
point where they first entered the district, we find tho Jats predominate-—in fact, they 
may bo said to be sole masters of Ohuprowlce, Barote, Kotana, and the upper portion 
of Bnrnawa. Then in Baghput, as we come south, we find them still numerous, but 
not to the exclusion of other castes, and the older settled communities, the Brahmins, 
Tagas, and Ahears, still maiutain their hold on little clusters of villages :— 

The Jats hold 32 estates in sole proprietary right, and shares in 19 others. They 
also hold one reveuue-free estate. 

The Tagas own full and sole rights in 20, and shares in 14 estates. 

The Ahoers are found to be full proprietors in 18, and part owners in 6. 

The Brahmins hold 10 whole estates, and shares in 24. 

The Rajpoots (Hindoo and Maliomedan) own to themselves 11 estates, and claim 
shares in 15. 

11. The cultivating classes are found in the same proportion. 

Tho Jats cultivate entirely by themselves in 15 estates without any assistance 
from other classes, and iu addition cultivate lands as proprietors or tenants with 
others in 45. 

The other predominating classes of proprietors are not given to this exclusive sys¬ 
tem ; thus the Tagas who, as shown above, hold 20 entire estates, only cultivate their 
own lauds without assistance in 3 ; the Aheers in 7 ; the Brahmins in 6 ; the Rajpoots 
in 1. 

12. There are two whole estates and a share in a third owned and cultivated by 
Goshaens, who, having dropped the habits of their religious order, drive the plough 
and farm as highly as their Jat neighbours : as the latter told me these ex-faqueers have 
thriven ever since they “ filled their houses”—that is, took wives to them. 

13. As I have observed throughout tho district, the mechanics and lowest castes, 
who in the oldeu days never thought of holding land, are found as landlords in this 
pergunnah, and we have a carpenter, a blacksmith, a butcher, and a presser of oil in 
our list. 
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14. Transfers.— By reason of the exceedingly light assessment at last settlement, 
followed bv an enormous increase of assets due to the canal, and the stimulus which 
it gave to agricultural prospects generally, it would have been extraordinary had land 
changed hands to any extent. Consequently we find that out of 1,23,677 acres, 9,365 
acres were sold during the past 30 years, whilst 1,327 acres only were mortgaged. 


All the leading classes appear to have held their own, buying and selling in equal 
proportions. She Mahajuns, I am glad to observe, only purchased and gave money in 
mortgage on 737 acres, and they are found as well in our list of sellers. 

15. Changes of Pergunnah limits .—There were changes in the limits and extent 
of the pergunnah on two occasions; in 1841 and in 1852. 

Starting with 165 villages and 166 estates as noted in 
Khalsah, ... 155 ° . . . 

Maafee, ... io the margin, it gained 6 and lost 5 at the revision of boundaries 

in 1841, and thenceforward there were 166 villages and 167 estates. 


Then again in 1852, it gained 2 and lost 21, and was left with 147 villages and 
148 estates. 


Khalsah, 

Maafee, 


Twenty-two new estates have been formed by partition, 
l4 j and the number reduced by one union of estates. Nine of the 
— revenue-free estates have been resumed, and we now have on 

147 

our rolls 147 villages and 169 estates, as detailed in the margi¬ 


nal note. 

16. Changes of Revenue Demand .—Corresponding to the above alterations in 
limits and boundaries, there have been constant changes in the amount of the Govern¬ 
ment demand. 

The original demand from the 155 revenue-paving estates was Rs. 1,52,298-12*0, 
and, including Rs. 15,165 assessed intermediately on the nine resumed estates, after 
the last revision of boundaries, we left off with Hs, 1,43,045. 

To this must he added and deducted as follows:— 


Add, 


Deduct, 


f Resumed maifec plots, 
"* I Alluvion, ... 


f Land taken up for public purposes, 
j Miscellaneous, ... ... 

...1 

| Balance of increase, ... 

i 

V, Leaving our present net jumma, 


6,208 

12 

O 

868 

0 

0 

5,676 

12 

0 

89 

0 

0 

312 

O 

0 

401 

0 

0 

5,175 

12 

0 

,48,220 

12 

0 
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17. Rates and mode of Assessment, Past and Present .—Sir H. Elliot in his report, 
writing of the Baghput and Lonee Pergunnahs, tells us that “ peculiar causes have 
always tended to keep these pergunuahs at an assessment below the proper standard. 
A combination has usually existed amongst the most influential men in them to keep 
down the Government demand, and deter farmers from coming forward to engage for 
mouzahs which would have yielded large profits to those who could have retained quiet 
possession. The name which these pergunnahs have acquired in consequence makes 
even the tobsceldars of the district unwilling to be employed in their superintendence 
and control. ” 


18. To us, in the present day, this sounds most extraordinary. It was written 
in 1837, and only proves what since then must have been the change throughout the 
country. I could understand it being said of the Lonee Pergunnah, which was just 
over the Jumna opposite Delhi, overshadowed as it were by Selimgurh and its evil 
influences. The hangers-on of the decaying court looked upon Lonee as their quarry, 
upon which they might prey. 
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But of Baghput I do not understand it. I cannot find the influential men or the 
traces of them. The Jats are sometimes a difficult set to deal with, and there exist two 
very powerful but distinct bodies of them in the pergunnah—the Dukowlee and the 
Hisaodali Jats ; had they been troublesome they might have been played against each 
other, and would certainly have been eager to have formed the whole pergnnnah 
between them at fair rates, and feared no one. 

19. However it was, we cannot discredit the fact that Sir H. Elliot found it 
a difficult pergnnnah to fix a proper assessment upon, and as the result we find the 
assessment so light that it is difficult to bring it up to the proper mark. 

There is no apparent reason to suppose that it was more backward in its condition 
than its neighbours. Twelve thousand, six hundred acres appeared a small irrigated 
area, but the adjacent Pergunnah of Barote, which certainly is richer on the whole, 
and has greater capabilities, had only fourteen thousand, nine hundred acres under 
irrigation at the time of last settlement. 

The several rates of assessment in adjacent pergunnahs, as compared with Bagh¬ 
put, were thus,— 


Barote, ... =» 

Rs. 

3 

3 

7 * 

per cultivated 

1 acre. 

Chuprowlee, ... = 


3 

5 

2i 

ditto 

ditto. 

Kotana, ... = 


3 

4 

H 

ditto 

ditto. 

Baghput, ... = 


1 

11 

ll 

ditto 

ditto. 

And subsequent resumptions and 

changes have reduced the rate to = 


1 

8 

l 

ditto 

ditto. 


When it is considered that, with exception sometimes of the estates bordering on 
the rivers and on the southern boundary near Lonee Pergnnnah, there is no very 
groat perceptible difference in the soils, and that Kotana at least is in no way 
superior, having very poor estates along the Jumna river, it is very difficult to account 
for the falling-off in the rates. 

20. In the three pergunnahs compared above with Bagliput, I have been able 
fairly to raise the Government demand, leaving the rate on cultivation below that of 
the last settlement, thus,— 

Old Bate. Aev> Hate. 

Ohuprowlee cultivation, acre rate,... ... Rs. 3 5 2,| 3 15} 

Barote ditto, ... ... ... „ S 3 !| 2 14 6 

Kotana ditto, ... ... ...,,3 4 1} 2 12 1 

And now I find myself with the difficult task before me of raising the revenue very 
heavily, and increasing the rate on cultivation to an extent which I dread. 

Had it not been for the strict rules laid down about permanent settlement, I 
would not have hesitated for a momeut in recommending that the greater portion of 
the pergunnah—'the richer portion in fact—should have remained temporarily settled 
for another term. 

21. Wherever the former assessment has been from any causes very far below 
the proper standard, or what now appears might have been taken as the proper stand¬ 
ard, there is always danger in suddenly forcing it up. 

Whether there were difficulties which we know not of in the way of enhancing 
rents, or whether the people were ignorant of the procedure is doubtful, but the fact 
remains that we do not find that rents have, as a rule, changed. No doubt they have 
risen, but how and when we cannot trace, and all over the country, and specially in 
this pergunnah, we find the low rents of olden days, when landlords were glad to 
entice in tenants at almost nominal rents, in order to lighten their own burthen. 

22. This is the chief cause for my having modified my opinion as regards the 
immediate advantage of an universal introduction of permanent settlement, more 
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specially under the restricted rules laid down by the present Secretary of State. Those 
promulgated previously by the Governor-General left a greater latitude, and would 
not have rendered necessary so groat a sacrifice of Government revenue, and trouble 
in the future I now look upon as inevitable. 

23. Sir H. Elliott, for assessment purposes, divided the pergunnah into two 
classes,—one composing the estates between the Hindun and the canal, and the other 
those between'the canal and the Juinna. 


The canal divided his two classes, and for these he had different rates : — 


Rent-rates, 

Revenue-rates, 

Rent-rates, 

Revenue-rates, 


4 

0 

0 

irrigated, 

2 

5 

0 

unirrigated, 

2 

12 

0 

irrigated, 

1 

10 

0 

unirrigated, 

4 

4 

6 

irrigated, 

2 

8 

0 

unirrigated, 

3 

0 

0 

irrigated, 

1 

12 

0 

unirrigated, 





On estates between Ilindun 
and Canal. 

On estates between Jumna 
and Canal. 


We are not told the reasons for this distinction of classes, or what was the advan¬ 
tage supposed to be on the side of the latter estates. 


24. Looking at them now it would trouble any one to say in what respect the 
estates bordering on the Hindun differed from those on the Jumna, or as regards the 
estates lying inland, those on the one side from those on the other of the canal. 

Both have been brought under or excluded from the fertilizing influence of the 
canal, and therefore we may fairly assume that they have progressed towards improve¬ 
ment in the same proportion. 

Consequently my two classes have been the estates bordering on the rivers and 
sandy, and those inland under influence of canal without inferior soils. 

25. Taking the average of Sir H. Elliott’s rates for each class of lands, and 
applying thorn to the irrigated and unirrigated areas of the villages then in the 
pergunnah assessed by him, the juinma should have been Rs. 1,35,649, whereas it was 
fixed at Rs. 1,24,902. Had the full estimated pergunnah rates been applied, we 
should have found the still light revenue rate of Re. 1-14-0 per cultivated acre, but, as 
we have seen, the assessment rate fell to Re. 1-11-11 per acre on cultivation, and sub¬ 
sequent resumptions and changes have brought that down to Ro. 1-8-1. 

26. For the present assessment, although I am guided rather by existing rents, 
classifying estates and applying higher rent-rates where I find them low, and reducing 
the demand where I find it above half the rental, which rents applicable to the soils 
and condition would seem to imply, yet, as I have often remarked before in my notes 
on other pergunnahs, rates are worked out and deduoed for irrigated and unirrigated, 
on soils, and used by me as very useful cheeks. 

Tn the present case they fully confirm what I have asserted, the impossibility of 
assessing this pergunnah up to the proper mark. 


The rent and revenue-rates, which, after close examination of village areas, and 
comparison with rates of adjacent pergunnahs, I determined on, were per acre as 
follow 
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Irrigated. 


Unirrigated. 



Rent. 

Revenue. 

Rent. 


Revenue. 
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a. 

P- 
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a. 

p- 

Re. 

a. 

P- 

Rs. 
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2 

8 

9 
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3 

9 

6 

l 

12 

6 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

8 

4 

12 

8 
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4 
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6 

4 

1 
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Rs. 

a. 
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Rs. 

a. 

6 

0 
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3 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 
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With a general “ bboor” rent-rate of 4 annas per kutcha beegab. 

17 


p- 

9 

0 

2 

P 

O' 



P E R G U N N A II 
BAGOPDT: 

Br Mb. Fokbka. 


( 66 ) 

Roughly casting the demand on the pergunnah according to and even below 
the above, which are fair and easy rates prevailing in adjacent tracts, and here and 
there in the pergunn&h itself, I had estimated the propor revenue demand to be 
Rs. 2,45,322, giving a rate on cultivation of Rs. 2-8-3 per acre. 

The deduoed rates on soils give a demand =* Rs. 2,55,544 

The same on irrigated and unirrigated ditto = „ 2,57,909 

With cultivation acre-rates of Rs, 2-9-7 and Rs. 2-9-10§- respectively. 

When redistributing my estimated jununa back upon individual estates, village 
by village, I dare not go beyond Rs. 2,10,035, giving a cultivation acre-rate of 
Rs. 2-2-1. 

This gives an immediate increase to the Government Revenue of Rs. 61,240, and 
I am positively certain that permanent assessment at that jumma will cause a logs to 
Government of Rs. 36,462. 

27. It is not a prospective improvement that I here look to ; it is due from the 
pergunnah as we find it, but by reason of the backward state in which rents are 
found, it cannot now be taken without very great pressure on the agricultural com¬ 
munity, Itotb landlords and tenantry, and the danger of opposing a check to its present 

W. A. FORBES, 

Collector and Supdt. of Settlement. 

The 18</i September, 1868, 


In continuation of previous correspondence ending with Commissioner’s No, 
499, dated 25tli August last, forwards the papers relative to the Settlement of Per- 
gnnnah Baghput, Zillah Meorut, and recommends the rates for approval, but draws 
attention to paragraphs 26 and 27. 

2. The Board approve of the rates proposed by Mr. Forbes, but with reference 
* Vide paragraphs 26 and his proposal* for the permanent settlement ot a portion of the 

27 of liis memorandum. pergunnah, I am to submit the following remarks:— 

3. Permanent assessment is to be granted to every village that fulfils the condi¬ 
tion laid down by Government with regard to cultivation and irrigation ; the boon is 
not granted to tracts of country, but every estate stands or falls on its own merits. 

4. In this pergunnah it would appear, from Mr- Forbes’ report, that the villages 
may be divided into throe classes : — 

1st,—Villages that fulfil the conditions laid down, and which can pay the full 
jummas demandable from them, 

2nd, —Villages that fulfil the conditions regarding permanent assessment, but 
whose jummas cannot bo at once raised to the full standard. 

3rd, —Villages that do not come up to the standard entitling them to permanent 
settlement. 

5. The villages of the 1st class should be permanently assessed. 

6. The villages coming under tho 2nd class should be assessed permanently at 
their full jummas. But as the paymeut of tho full demand might press heavily on 
the malgoozars, who, under the former Settlement, may have been paying a jumma 
cent, per cent, lower than that which the assets of the estate entitle the Government 
now to demand, a certain amount of the increased jumma should be remitted for a 
certain number of years as the Settlement Officer may think necessary. The 3rd class 
of villages will not be permanently settled. Should His Honor approve of the views 
now expressed by the Board, a copy of these remarks will be communicated to the 
Settlement Officer for his guidance. 


prosperity 
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From Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces, to Secretary to Govern¬ 
ment of India, in the Home Department (No. 280).—Dated Allahabad, the 20th 
February, 1869. 

Sir, — I am directed to forward, for the consideration and orders of His 
Excellency the Governor-General in Council, the accompanying Minute recorded by 
the Lieutenant-Governor on the rates for assessment of Pergunnah Baghput, Zillab 
Meerut, proposed by the Settlement Officer. 

1 have, &o., 

R. SIMSON, 

Secy, to Govt., N.-W. P. 


Minute on the Kates for Assessment of Pergunnah. Baghput, Zillah Meerut. 

The Sudder Board of Revenue, in their address dated 26th November last, 
submit for orders a communication from the Settlement Qffieer of Meerut on the 
principles to be followed in settling the rates for the assessment of Pergunnah Baghput, 
and, as a new and important question is involved, I desire that it be reported to the 
Governor-General in Council for directions. 

The pergunnah was settled by Sir Henry Elliot above 30 years ago ; and the 
assessment was fixed by him considerably below the full average demand in conse¬ 
quence of an impression that a higher assessment would be resisted by a combination 
among the influential proprietors : see paragraphs 17 to 19 of Mr. Forbes’ report. 

The rate assessed per cultivated acre was not much above half of that assessed on 
neighbouring pergunnahs little better than it. 

Since that period the pergunnah has, under the influence of irrigation from the 
Eastern Jumna Canal, rapidly improved. The cultivated area has increased from 
73,500 acres to 98,369, and the land under irrigation from 12,623 to 5.9,000 acres. 

The present report is a preliminary one submitted by Mr. Forbes to the Board, 
.whose sanction is required to the average standard rates before these are actually 
used for assessment. 

After studying the circumstances of the pergunnah, and the rates of adjacent 
tracts, Mr. Forbes, in bis 28th paragraph, has proposed a series of average revenue 
rates, which, though possibly capable of some slight modifications, may on the whole 
be accepted as equitable. 

From the lowness of the former assessment, and from the great improvement 
of the agriculture, these rates when applied broadly to the area give a return of above 
Its. 2,45,000, whereas the present assessment is only Rs. 1,48,000. 

u Revenue rates” are of course only approximate, and serve as a general test and 
standard of comparison. Assessments rise above or fall below the average, according 
to the capabilities of individual estates. But nevertheless the final assessment ordina¬ 
rily approximates to the rates thus preliminarily settled, and should so approximate. 

The question which Mr, Forbes had before him is whether he could safely raise 
the assessment at once from Rs. 1,48,000 to Rs. 2,45,000, or if forced t.o adopt any 
lower figures, whether he could recommend the result for perpetual confirmation. 

Looking to the circumstances of the pergunnah generally, and without having as 
pet gone into the assessment of any particular estate, Mr. Forbes says that he could 
not, without risk of injury to the pergunnah, suddenly and at once raise the assess¬ 
ment above Rs. 2,10,000 ; and even that, as will be seen, implies an increase of 
Rs. 62,000, or about Rs. 42 per cent. This assessment is, however, Rs, 35,000 below 
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what Mr. Forbes considers the standard demand, which may hereafter be reached; and 
if the settlement be now made in perpetuity, an eventual lose to that extent will, he 
thinks, be entailed on the Government. 


The inability to fix the assessment at onoe at the higher amount is not occasioned 
by any want of present development; the pergunnah is in a very forward state, and 
the villages, as a rule, fully comply with the requisitions of a permanent settlement 
laid down by the Secretary of State. The difficulty lies in. two things. 

First, as a general principle, when the assessment of an estate is greatly below 
the standard, the raising of the demand to the full amount is held to involve risk to 
the well-being of the proprietors and prosperity of the property. It is safer to make 
the enhancement by steps, so that the circumstances of the proprietors may more easily 
adjust themselves to the diminished profits.. 


Paragraph 21. 


Paragraph 11, tt teg. 


The second cause is that rents have not risen in proportion to the improvement of 
the pergunnah. This is more or less the case throughout the 
country ; but it is especially the case in Baghput. The above 
consideration does not, of course, affect tbe question so far as fielfis cultivated by the 
proprietors themselves are concerned, which would appear to be 
a very general feature in this pergunnah. And in respeot of 
lands held by non-proprietary tenants, no doubt their rents will eventually rise to the 
standard prevailing elsewhere ; and this rise will be hastened, as it always is, by a rise 
in tbe revenue demand. But the process must be left to adjust itself; and though the 
rise may to a certain extent be anticipated by the assessing officer, it would not bo wise 
to do so beyond very restricted limits. 

After inspecting the sevoral districts under settlement in tbe Meerut Division last 
summer, I deemed it nocessary to draw the attention of officers engaged in the work 
to the duty of loyally and faithfully carrying out the views of Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment in respect of proposals for permanent settlement, without advertence to any 
theories they might themselves hold. The Minute on the subject, dated 6th June last,* 

was issued after approval by the late Viceroy. It was there 
* Copy enclosed. , 

laid down that Settlement Officers were not to refuse a perma¬ 
nent settlement from any thooretioal considerations as to future rise of rent, seeing that 
this contingency had boon fully adverted to by Her Majesty’s Government and the 
Government of India before the determination had been announced to grant a per¬ 
manent settlement. At the same time it was stated that in individual cases, where the 
rent was below that prevailing in the vicinity, and where in consequence a full assess¬ 
ment might not be attainable, the Settlement Officer was to notice the oircumstances, 
leaving the decision as to whether the settlement should be permanent, or temporary in 
tho hands of the Board and Government. 


The present case is represented as being oue of inadequacy in tbe rent, not of in¬ 
dividual villages compared with the pergunnah, but in the prevailing rates of the per- 
gunnah itself compared with other pergunnahs, 

It is also a case in which all the conditions prescribed by Her Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment as entitling proprietors to a permanent settlement exist. Cultivation in Baghput 
is highly developed ; canal-irrigation has reached its full limit. But the cultivator ap¬ 
pears here to retain a larger share of the profits than elsewhere. And it is only where 
on this account, or otherwise in consequence of previous inadequacy of demand, a full 
assessment cannot be attained, that a settlement in perpetuity could be refused to tbe 
proprietors. 

The estates in the pergunnah will, of course, differ in their circumstances and ability 
at once to yield a full assessment. 

There will be first a class which, cither from not having 80 per cent, of their cul- 
turable area cultivated, or having a capacity of further improvement from canal-irriga¬ 
tion, do not fulfil the Secretary of State’s conditions. And these will, of course, be 
settled temporarily. 
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Of those which come op to the standard, there will no doubt be many that oan 
afford at once to be assessed at a fair full demand, as judged by the standard of neigh¬ 
bouring pergunnahs where adequate rents prevail. These will without hesitation be so 
assessed and recommended for settlement in perpetuity 

There remain estates of which the assessment cannot at once be brought up to the 
fair full assessment. 

Perhaps these might be divided into two classes 

First ,—Those in which the full assessment could be approached within, say, 30 
or 40 per cent. Here the full assessment might be fixed in perpetuity—a deduction 
being allowed at the lower assessment, say for a period not exceeding seven years. 
Thus an estate of which the full permanent assessment might be Rs. 700, might, on 
the above considerations, be settled at any lower sum down to Rs. 500 for any period 
not exceeding 7 years, after which the full assesssment would take effect. The above, 
of course, would be the extremo limits of divergence from the ordinary rule of imme¬ 
diate individual assessment at full rates. This I take it is the plan which the Board 
recommend, 

/Second,—If the full assessment could not be reached within those limits, then the 
settlement must be temporary. 

It might be objected that the foregoing would be in effect the same system of 
“ russuddee ” assessment recommended by Mr. Money and myself in our Minutes of 
March, 1864 ; but to which Her Majesty’s Government wore not prepared to give their 
assont,—see paragraph 17 of Sir Charles Wood’s Despatch, dated 24th March, 1865. 
But it is really not so. Progressive assessment was in that ease proposed for estates 
of which the agriculture and assets were undeveloped, the area under cultivation being 
less than 30 per cent, of the whole ; and Her Majesty’s Government were not prepared 
to give their sanction to any settlement in porpetuity which is not based on the exist¬ 
ing assets of the estates to which it is to bo applied, “ but is founded on a prospective 
estimate of their future capabilities,” Here, however, as pointed out by Mr. Forbes, 
it is not a “ prospective improvement” that is looked to. Agriculture is already fully 
developed. 

The full assessment would thus be fixed on a consideration of present assets; but 
a deduction would be allowed temporarily in view of the hardship that would be caused 
by a sudden rise to the full amount. 

There has been a very considerable rise in rents in Boolnndshubur since the set¬ 
tlement ; the exact details are now under investigation, with the view of determining 
whether the assessment in that district can be recommended in perpetuity without 
undue loss to tho Stato. I shall no doubt have the opportunity of bringing this ques¬ 
tion fully under the consideration of the Governor-General in Council. I merely 
mention it here to show that if the course above sketched be followed with discretion 
and judgment, and within moderate limits, thoro will be no difficulty of the proprietor 
being able within the period specified to adjust his rents to the enhanced demand. 
And generally where the full rise is not made at once with the view of preventing 
hardship, the interval will sufficiently allow of the proprietors adapting themselves to 
their altered prospects, 

Under any circumstances, great moderation will be enjoined on Mr. Forbes. Where 
a pergunnah has reached so high a degree of perfection as Bagbput, it is always 
necessary to be moderate in the assessment of profits, which may decline, but cannot 
much improve. 

I shall be glad if the principle above proposed should meet with the approval of 
the Governor-General in Council. The alternative will be to exclude from the benefits 

18 
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of permanent settlement a very considerable number of estates winch meet the require¬ 
ments laid down by Her Majesty’s Secretary of State, and are in every respect as 
likely as any other part of the country to benefit by the concession. 

Camp, Mooftee-ka-Pookwa : V 

The Utli February, im, > W. MTJIK, 


From Under-Secretary to Government of India, Home Department (Revenue), to- 
Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces (No, 269).—Dated Simla, the 
17th May, 1869.. 

SiR^—I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter No. 280, dated 
the 20th February last, submitting a copy of a Minute by His Honor the Lieutenant- 
Governor on- the rates for the assessment of Pergunnah Baghput, Ziilah Meerut, pro¬ 
posed by. the Settlement Officer. 

2. In reply, I am directed to request that a copy of the correspondence on the 
subject with the Board of Revenue; and of the report of the Settlement Officer refer¬ 
red to in the Lieutenant-Governor’s Minute, may he submitted, as the information! 
now before the Government of India in regard to the circumstances of this case is- 
hardly sufficient to enable the Governor-General in Council to pass orders on it.- 


I have, &c., 

J. GEOGHEGAN, 
Under-Secy, to the Govt, of India: 


From Secretary to Government, North-Western Provinces, to Secretary to the Govern¬ 
ment of India, Home Department (No. 1232b—Dated Allahabad, the 8th June, 1869. 

Sir,-— With reference to your letter No. 269, of the 17th ultimo, I am directed 

From Secretary to'Board of Revenue, No 90S; dated 26 th November, 1868, ( „ ■ r 

„ Commissioner, Meerut, docket No. 5 68, dated 12th October, 1868. opies )T 

„ Collector, Meerut, Memorandum dated 18 th September, 1868, the papers noted in 

Note by Secretary, dated 9th December, 1868*. 

-Not printed. the margin, and to' 

explain that they were not previously sent through inadvertence. 


I have, &c., 

R. SJMSON, 

Secy, to the Govt., N.-W. Pi 


[Second portion of the Note. \>J Mr. Thornhill, Senior Member of the. Board of Revenue, or> 
the Assessment of the Pergunnah* CRuproivlee, Burote , Pooth , and Sterawa/i.] 

1 have examined the comparative statements of four pergunnahs, showing the old", 
and revised assessment with its incidence. 


Chuprowlee and Barote arc two of the best, and Pooth and Surawah two of the 
worst pergunnahs. The following is the old and new rate on cultivation and total, 
area 




On Area. 

On Cultivation. 




R«, a. p. 

Bs. a. p. 


Chuprowlee, 

. ! 

2 4 S 

2 6 2} 

3 6 2} 

3 1 5} 

Old. 

New. 

Barote, ... ... 

. I 

2 3 4 

2 5 10 

3 S 7'i 
£ 14 5 

Old. 

New. 

Booth, ... 

.{ 

1 0 9 

0 15 11 

X 13 10 

111 5 

Old. 

New, 

Surawah, ... 

. [ 

0 15 7 

1 4 7 

1 9 4 

1 11 5 

Old. 

News 
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In Chnprowlee, where the rate on the total area has increased, its incidence on 
the cultivation has diminished, caused partly by the revised measurements showing 
the area to be larger than previously recorded, partly by 2,000 acres o£ eulturable 
waste or about one-third of the amount entered afc last settlement having been brought 
under cultivation. 

^The irrigated area has increased from 8,000 to 27,000 acres, and the unirrigated 
has diminished from 16,000 to. 1,400 acres 

We have now a larger jumma by about Rs. 7,000, falling at nearly 4 annas per 
acre less on the cultivation than the lower jumma did. 

The same results are observable in Barote, the barren and eulturable waste have 
diminished by nearly one-half, the irrigation has more than doubled, while the unirrigated 
area has fallen to about one-quarter of what it was. Hence an increased jumma of 
about Re, 15-,000' or 6 per cent, on the old demand falls at a lower rate, by more than 
5 annas an acre om the productive area. 

In Pergunnah Pooth, both area and cultivation rates are reduced. Yet the jumma 
is somewhat raised partly from the area by the late measurements being found to be 
larger than was formerly recorded, partly from resumptions of maafees, and partly from, 
the uncultivated land brought under the plough. 

The assessment made by Sir H. Elliot was based more upon an estimate of the 
means of the talookdars than with reference to the capabilities of individual mouzahs, 
and the result was that though taken as a whole it was moderate, it was so unequal as 
to have caused a transfer of 43 per cent, of the land during its currency. 

The pergunnah is still in a backward condition, and the prevalence of ravines 
which Mr. Forbes shows may be made productive render it generally unfitted for a 
permanent settlement. 

With reference to Mr. Forbes’ remarks regarding the Kaehesur Estate, I think 
that there can be no doubt of the equity and expediency of dealing with the whole 
estate and not with its component villages separately, in regard to a permanent settle¬ 
ment. 

The estate is large and wealthy; but from the gross neglect and incompetence of its 
proprietor, many villages are in a state of such depression as to bo altogether incapable 
of bearing a fair assessment; while others are rich and prosperous, but situated in other 
parts of the country. 

If the ownor is desirous of having the Government demand limited in perpetuity, 
he cannot with justice demand that ha should bo permitted to receive this boon in 
respect of the best villages only. All must be regarded as one estate, and the settlement, 
if made permanently at all, must be at the fair half of the rental which might be 
obtained if the whole were brought up to the same state of productiveness which has 
been attained by other villages of similar capabilities, which have been better managed. 

If therefore the Rajah should elect to accept a permanent settlement, the revised 
jummas of the mouzahs in this pergunnah will have to be raised to the extent proposed 
by Mr. Forbes in para. 28 of his note, 

I concur in the views expressed in Mr. Forbes’ 29th para, regarding the assessment 
of kliadir lands. 

Sir. H, Elliot’s expectation that a nominal jumma would act as an incentive to cul¬ 
tivation has been disappointed, because the laud yields as much as the indolent zemin¬ 
dars care for in grazing rents. It is desirable therefore that such a fair rent on the 
eulturable area should be assessed, as will compel the zemindars to bring, it under cul¬ 
tivation, or transfer it to those who will do so. 

With reference to the remarks in paras. 6 to 9 regarding the sand ridges, I con¬ 
clude that all villages liable to be affected by these moving drifts would be excluded 
from permanent settlement. 
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Looking to the result of the proposed application of the system of determining 
rates adopted by Mr. Forbes, I think that we may accept his proposals with confi¬ 
dence. 

Surawah .—In this pergunnah we have a large increase in the Government demand, 
from Rs. 47,211 to 61,850. 

The late survey shows a decrease in the total area to the trifling extent of about 
300 acres, but the unassessable area has largely decreased, chiefly by the resumption of 
nearly 6,000 acres of land formerly held maaf. Rather more than 2,000 acres of cul- 
turable land has been brought under the plough, so that the total malgoozaree area 
has increased by about 3,000 acres. 

The rate on total area has risen from Re. 0-15-7 to Re. 1-4-7, or 5 annas per acre; 
that on the cultivation from Re. 1-9-4 to 1-11-5, or two annas one pie. 

For the reasons assigned in each case, there is no reason to doubt the fairness 
of the proposed demand, and I would approve of Mr. Forbes’ rates, and the application 
of thorn. 

0. B. THORNHILL, 

July 17 th, 1866. 



